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TABLES 


Subject 


Louisiana Population (1890-1960) 
Voting Age Population (1890-1960) 
Registration Statistics (1888-1962) 
Selected Parishes - Clearing 

Rolls ~ Commencement of Test - 
Statistics 

Negro Suits (1946-1954) 


Purge Statistics 


Sections of U. S, Constitution 
Used in Test 


Sections of Louisiana Constitu- 
tion Used in Test 


Comparison between interpreta- 
tions of accepted white applicants 
and the model interpretations in 
Plaquemines Parish. 


Citizen Councils Responsible For 
Purging. 
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Louisiana Population K 
White Non-White s 


1890 558,395 560, 193 au 


1900 729,612 652,013 
1910 941,086 715,302 a 
1920 1,096,611 701, 898 | . 
1930 1,322,712 778,881 
1940 1,511,739 852,141 : 


1950 1,796, 683 886,833 


1960 2,211,715 1,045,307 


(Bureau of the Census, United States Census of 
Population: 1960, General Population Characteristics, AN: 
Louisiana; Table 17), | 








TABLE B 


Louisiana Population ~ Over 21 
(* = Males Only) 


MEETS Negro 
1890 1/ * 131,477 * 119,815 
1900 2/ * 177,878 * 147, 348 
1910 2/ * 240,001 * 174,211 
| 1920 3/ * 290,374 * 178,623 
1930 3/ 716,356 415,047 
1940 4/ 899,960 474,987 
1950 5/ 1,105,861 481,284 
1960 5/ 1,289,216 514,589 








1/ Derived from figures appearing in Table 2, Report 
on Population of the United States, Eleventh 
Census, 1890 (1897), at page 38, 

2/ Bureau of the Census, Abstract of the Thirteenth 
Census, Table 36, page 110, 


3/ Fifteenth Census of the United States Population, 
Vol, III, Part 1, Louisiana Table 4, 


4/ Derived from Sixteenth Census of the United States, 
Vol, IV, Part 2 (1943), 


5s/’ U, S., Census of Population; 1960, General 


Population Characteristics, Louisiana, Table 16, 
P, 28, 
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Jan, 
Mar., 
Oct, 
Oct, 
Oct. 
Mar. 
Oct, 
Oct, 
Oct, 
Oct. 
Oct, 
Oct, 
Oct, 
Oct, 
Oct, 
Oct, 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct, 
Mar. 


Oct, 


TABLE 


C 





REGISTERED VOTERS IN THE STATE OF LOUISIANA 
BY RACE 
(1888 ~- 1962) 


Date 


1, 
17; 
4, 


8, 


1897 
1900 
1902 


1904 


1906 


21, 


3, 


18, 


5, 


1908 
1910 
1912 
1914 
1916 
1918 
1920 
1922 
1924 
1926 
1928 
1930 
1938 
1942 

1944 


1946 


Total 


254,807 
294,432 
130,757 
109,254 
108,079 


107,731 


154,142 


117,993 
154,828 
153,332 
187,312 
144,832 
260,815 
191,789 
323,555 
274,917 
379,270 
352,701 
527,059 
606,298 
712,318 


770,121 


White 


126, 884 
164,088 
125,437 
104,849 
106,360 
106,514 
152,135 
116,349 
153,044 
148,914 
185,313 
144,095 
257,282 
191,191 
317,136 
274,532 
376,963 
361,291 
525,936 
605,341 
711,289 


762,560 


Negro 
127,923 


130,344 
5,320 
4,329 
1,718 
1,201 
1,743 

730 
1,684 
1,193 
1,979 

735 
3,533 

598 

955 

988 
2,054 
2,279 
1,123 

957 
1,029 


7,561 








Date 
Mar, 20, 1948 


Oct. 4, 1952 
1/ 
July 27, 1954 


Mar. 17, 1956 
2/ 
Oct, 6, 1956 


Oct, 4, 1958 
3/ 
Dec, 31, 1960 
4/ 
Dec. 31, 1962 


Source: 


Total 


908,211 
871,635 
841,132 
1,057,576 
1,056,546 
938,942 
1,151,449 


1,093,855 


Unless otherwise noted, 


White 


885,439 
753,333 
730,792 
896,486 
903,959 
809,436 
992,684 


942,977 


Negro 


22,576 
118,183 
110,340 
161,410 
152,578 
129,506 
158,765 


150,878 


ali figures 


are from the Reports of the Secretary 
of State for the State of Louisiana, 


Pl, 


Ex, 1. 


No effort has been made 


to reconcile the discrepancies in the 
totals as reported in the sources 
given, 


1/ Pl, Ex. 147, 
2/ Pl. Ex, 152, 
3/ P1, Ex, 14. 


4/ Pi, Ex. 14, 














1 2 3 4/ 
Date ene” No, of~ No. of~ No. of— 
Method of Voters Voters Voters 
Clearing Mar. 17, Dec. 21, Aug. 31, 
Parish & Date Negroes 1956 1960 1962 
Test Commenced Off Rolls 
2 : *6/ 
Bienville 5/ Sept. 1956 W 5,328 W 5,175 W 4,85077 
Nov. 1955= N 587 N 25 N 482— 
Claiborne Not clearec W 3,625 vy 5,501 W 5,394: 
87 N 587 N 29 N 33 
De Sgyo Oct-Dec. 1956%10/ W 5,640 We 5,822 W 5,633 
1956— N 762 N 594 N 599 
ok 
East Carroll Jan. 19574% WwW 3,000 W 2,845 W 1,129 
196121 Jan. 1961 N 0 N 0 N 0 
— 13/ 
East Feliciana Sept. 1958— WwW 2,812 Ww 2, 448 Ww 2,502 
Feb. 1958127 N 1,361 N 82 N 80 
x 
Franklin Jan. 1957,, W 8,297 W 8,260 W 4,855 
1 
1958 or 19591% Jan. 1961 N 650 N 390 N 148 
16/ 
Jackson 15/ Oct. 1956-—- W 5,457 Ww 5,804 W 5,613 
Mar. 1960-— N 1,113 N 483 N 478 
18/ 
La Salle 17/ 1956—-PUR"Z, W 6,861 W 6,823 W 5,263 
1955 or 1950—— Jan. 1957,, N 742 N 220 N 190 
Jan. 1961 
*19/ 
Lincghy SeDts 1956 == W 7,029 W 6,928 W 4,611 
1956—— Jan. 1957,, N 1,166 Py 8 60 N 710 
Jan. 1961 
** 
Morehousez1/ Jane 299 liy WwW 9,400 W 7,489 W 5,462 
Jan., 1957— Jan. 1961 N 935 N 301 It 250 


TABLE D 


RELATION OF PURGES TO 

INTRODUCTION 
INTERPRETATION TEST AND 
REGISTRATION STATISTICS 

FOR PARISHES USING THE TEST 


OF THE 











Table D (Cont?!d) 


Date and 
Method of No. of No. of No. of 
Clearing Voters Voters Voters 
Parish & Date Negroes Mar. 17; Dec. 21, Aug. 31, 
Test Commenced Off Rolls 1956 1960 1962 





Ouachita 22/ Apr. ~My, , W 24,184 W 24,789 W 24,995 
June 1956— 1956 — N 5,782 N 729 N 952 
: *25/ 
Rapides Sept. 1956 == W 26,293 W 30,362 W 29,945 
At least as 94, N 5,782 N 3,073 N 3,003 
of June 1956™ 
: *27/ 
Red Rayer Oct. 1956y" W 3,575 W 3,429 W 3,047 
1956... Jan. 1957 N 1,512 N 27 N 30 | 
M *29/ | | 
Richland 23/ 1950: er u W 7,195 W 6,075 w 3,906 
Janes 1957—— Jan. 1957 ,, N 740 N 263 N 216 
Jan. 1961 
Ke 
St. Heleng), Jan, 1957,, W 2,555 W 2,478 Ww 1,730 
June 195922 Jan, 1961 N 1,694 N 1,243 N 207 
Union 31/ June=sepi; W 6,895 W 35,911 W 5,999 
vats #32 / 
Late 1956 1956° 2 N 1,600 N 597 N 600 
Jan., 1957 
) ek 
Webster 33, Jan, 1957454 W 12,618 W 12,250 W 8,349 
Jan. 19577 Jan., 1961 N 1,769 N 130 N 98 
a 
West Caress) Jan, 1957,, W 5,660 W 5,182 W 2,297 
Jan. 195722 Jan. 1961 N 292 N 70 N 25 
ae 
West Feliciana jan, 1957,., W 1,272 W 1,303 W 1,021 
1959397 Jan. 1961 N 0 N 0 N 0 
ae * | 
Nov. 1960—— 1959 == N 1,430 N 1,093 N 964 
Hotai W154;145 W 155,267 W 132,533 
" N 28,504 N 10,209 N 10,351 





(*) indicates that a purge was conducted, 
(**) indicates that all voters had to re=m=register under 
periodic registration, l i i 
af Parishes Requiring Periodic Registration.are indicated 
on the reports of the State Board of Registration, Pl. 
Ex. 14. The source for each purge is footnoted, 











a/ Pl. Ex, 151, 


3/ State Board of Registration Report for the Month Ending 
December 31, 1960. P1. Ex. 14, 


4/ State Board of Registration Report for the Month Ending 
December 31, 1960. Pl, Ex. 14. This date is used because 
the State claims that use of the test was discontinued as 
of September 1962, 


5/ Deposition of Culpepper, pp. 8-10. Pl. Ex. 21 JI. 


aD 


6/ Testimony of Pauline A. Culpepper, Registrar of Voters 
of Bienville Parish in United States v. Assn. of Citizenst 








Councils, et al. Pl. Ex. at pp. 147-148. Thirty- 
five white persons and 570 Negroes were purged. U. S. V. 


Assn. of Citizens? Councils, et al. 196 F. Supp. 908, 910 
(W.D. La., 1961). 


7/ Over 400 of these Negroes were Registered as a result of 
court order. U. S. v. Assn. of Citizens! Councils, et al., 
Supra. Footnote 5. Prior to the court order, State Regis- 
tration Statistics indicated that there were only 25 Negroes 
registered to vote in Bienville Parish. 


8/ There is nothing in the records to indicate when the test 
was commenced in Claiborne Parish. 


9/ Pl. Ex. 21 W. 


10/ See dates on affidavits of Challenge Pl. Ex. 162a, 162b, 
162d, 162e. 


e Dr Ss 


62; 


T17 Ple Ee 2l 
12/ P1. Ex. 21 U, pp. 3-5. 

13/ See dates on affidavits of Challenge, Pl. Ex. 163a. 
147 Pl. Ex 21 M, p. 3. 

15/ Pl. Bx. 214, p. 3. 


16/ Testimony of Estelle Wilder, Registrar of Voters, Jackson 
Parish, Louisiana, U. S. v. Wilder, at p. 217, Pl. Ex. 20 C. 


17/ Pl. Ex. 21 A, D. 4. 
18/ See statement of Registrar Allen to FBI, Pl. Ex. 301. 


/ Statement of Jones to FBZ, Pl. Ex. 305. 
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20/ On deposition, Mrs. Jones said she began giving the test 


"because of pressures" (P1. Ex. 21N ~- p. 5). On cross- 
examination she indicated her use of the test coincided with 
the first attempts of Negroes to register in large numbers. 
(Pl. Ex. 21N - p. 13). The evidence is irrefutable that 
"pressure" first built up throughout the State in 1956 to 
force strict administration of the voting laws, including the 
interpretation test. 


21/ Pl. Ex. 21N, pp. 3=4. 


22/ Statement of Morin to FBI, Pl, Ex, 308, p. 2. 


23/ Statement of Lucky to FBI, Pl. Ex. 306, ppe 3m4. 
24/ Pl, EX. 21 B, PP. 2m4. 

25/ Pl. Ex, 302, p. 1. 

26/ Pl, Ex. 21 F, pp. 7-8. 

27/ See dates on affidavits of Challenge, Pl. Ex. RR-2. 
28/ P1. Ex. 21 D, Da. 3. 

29/ See dates on affidavits of Challenge, Pl. Ex. RLel. 
30/ Deposition of Crouch, Pl. Ex. 21 G, pp. 346, 

31/ Deposition of Farrar, Pl. Ex. 215, pe 4. 

32/ See Dates on affidavits of challenge, Pl. Ex. UN=2 
33/ Statement of Clement to FBI, Pl. Ex, 303, De 2. 
34/ Deposition of Cameron, Pl. Ex. 21C, Ppa 4. 

35/ Pl. Ex. 21 X, De 4. 

36/ Pl, EX. 21 K, ppe . 

37/ Pl. Ex. 21 K. 
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Parish 


Bossier 
East Carroll 
Madison 


Plaquemines 
Plaquemines 


Pointe Coupee 


Pointe Coupee 


Rapides 


St. John 


Tangipahoa 


Washington 


TABLE E 


SUITS BROUGHT BY NEGROES 
IN AN EFFORT TO SECURE THE 
FRANCHISE IN LOUISIANA 





Case 

Bryce v, Byrd (C.A. No. 3122, W.D.La. 1953) 
Scott v. Beard (C.A. No. 3551, W.D.La.) 
Wyche v. Ward (C.A. No. 4628, W.D,La. 1954) 


Jones v, Giordano (C.A. No. 5489, E.D.La. 


1955) 
Ragas v., Giordano (C.A. No. 4182, E.D. La. 
1953) 


Ashwood v., Pinsonat (C.A. No. 1137, E.D.La.) 





Caufield et. al. v. Bergeron (C.A. No. 978, 

cores eo Sere E.D. La.) 

Williams v., McCully (C.A. No. 4541, W.D. La. 
1955) 


Hall v, Nagel (C.A. No. 11534, C.C.A. Sth 
Cir. 1946) 


Williams v. Williams (C.A. No, 3219, E.D. 
La. 1951) 


Dean v. Thomas (C.A. No, 2790, E.D., La. 1950) 

















TABLE F 


REGISTRATION STATISTICS BY RACE 
BEFORE AND AFTER PURGES 


Parish 
Bienville W 
N 
Caldwell ly 
N 
Jackson W 
N 
La Saile {y 
N 
Ouachita {y 
N 
Rapides WW 
N 
Red River W 
N 
Union {J 
N 
De Soto W 
N 


East Feliciana W 
N 


Washington W 
N 





March 17, 
1956 


5,328 
587 


3,786 
450 


5,457 
1,113 


6,861 
742 


24,184 
5,782 


26,293 
3,160 


3,575 
1,512 


6,895 
1,600 





Oct. 6, 
1956 


5,692 
770 


Aug, 31, 


1958 


2,443 
1,027 


May 31, 


1959 | 


11,877 
1,534 


Source: For registration statistics of 


Pl. Ex. 


October 6, 


‘SCREEN aea 


1956 





5,282 
35 


3,863 2 
124 


5,534 
167 


6,941 
364 


23,485 
889 


27,108 
2,895 


3,603% 
1,362 


6,895 
1,099 


May 31, 


1957 , 


5,695 
380 


Oct. 4, 


1958 


2,449 
450 


June 30, 


21959 


12,228 
236 


March 17, 1956, 


For registration statistics of October 6, 1956, 


P1. Ex., 


For all other registration statistics see reports 
in plaintiff*s Exhibit 14 for the dates referred to 


in the table, 


The official October 6, 1956, figures do not reflect the 
results of the purge. 


However, the registrar*s tab- 


ulations of the figures for October 1956 show that there 
were 3,588 white persons and 445 Negroes registered as 
of that date, 


171. 











TABLE G 


PROVISIONS FROM THE CONSTITUTION 
OF THE UNITED STATES USED IN 
THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE 

INTERPRETATION TEST, BY PARISH* 


Article I The Legislature (10 sections) 
sec. l., (Legislative powers) | 
Sec. 2. (House of Representatives) 
Sec, 3, Par,3 (Qualification of Senators) 
Sec, 3, Par.4 (Vice-president; president 
of Senate; vote) 
Sec, 5, (Adjournment of Congress) 
Sec. 7, Par.,1 (Passage of laws) 
Sec, 7, Par,2 (Veto) 
Sec, 10, (State Power to Tax Imports-Exports) 





Article II The Executive (4 sections) 
Sec. 1. (The president) 
Sec, 2, (The commander-in-chief) 


Article III The Judiciary (2 sections) 


Sec, 1, (Judicial Power) 


Article IV The Federal System (4 sections) 
Sec, 1. (Full Faith and Credit) 
Sec. 2. (Privilege and Immunities) 
Sec, 4. (Guarantee of Republican Form 
of Government) 


Article V Amendment (1 section) 
Article VI Obligation for debts; 
laws of U., S, Supreme; 
ali state and federal 
officers bound to U.S, (1 section) 


Article VII Ratification (1 section) 


A-11 











Amendments: 


First (1 section) 

Freedom of religion 

Freedom of speech 

Freedom of assembly 

Right to Petition 
Second (1 section) 

Right to Bear Arms 
Third ‘Juartering Soldiers (1 section) 
Fourth (1 section) 

searches and Seizures 
Fifth Rights of Persons (1 section) 
Sixth Rights of Accused (1 section) 
Seventh Civil Trials (1 section) 
Eighth Punishment for Crime (1 section) 

















Ninth Rights Retained by the People (1 section) 


Tenth Reserved State Powers (1 section) 





Eleventh Suits Against States (1 section) 
Twelfth Blection of President (1 section) 








Thirteenth Slavery (2 sections) 





Fourteenth Rights of Citizens (4 sections) 





Section 1, Due Process 


Fifteenth Right to Vote (2 sections) 
Sixteenth Income Tax (1 section) 








Seventeenth Election of Senators (1 section) x 





Eighteenth Prohibition (Repealed) 
Nineteenth Equal Suffrage (1 section) 








Twentieth Commencements of Terms (5 Sections) 


of Federal Officers 


Section 2, Assemblage of Congress 


Twenty-first Repeal of 18th Amend, (2 sections) 
Twenty~second Presidential Tenure (1 section) 
Twenty-third Vote-Dist, of Col. (2 sections) x 


Registrar does not always use provisions 


% 


This table shows the variety of the 
States Constitution used by registrars, 
registrars have testified that they have 
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listed: x 


sections from the United 
It is based upon provisions 
used and upon the provisions 














appearing upon test cards in the record of this thse, 


The test cards distributed by William Shaw, Pl. Ex, 114A, 
were used in the following parishes: Franklin Parish (deposition 
of Hatton, P1, Ex, 21 M, p. 7); De Soto Parish (deposition of 
Platt, Pl, Ex, 21 V, pa 9); Bast Carroll Parish (deposition of 
Manning, Pl, Ex, 21 S, P, 7), Pl. Ex. 4 (EC); Bast Feliciana 
Parish (deposition of Palmer, Pl. Ex, 21 U, p. 7); Winn Parish 
(deposition of Flournoy, P1, Ex, 21 K, p. 5); West Feliciana 
(deposition of Thompson, P1, Ex. 21 X, p.e 6-7, Mr. Thompson says 
he does not use all the cards, but is unclear as to which ones 
he does use), For Plaquemines Parish, see Pl, Ex, 11 B and 11 C; 
the provisions designated here are only from Pi, Ex, 11 B since 
there were no significant changes in the provisions used between 
August 1961 and March 12, 1962, P1, Ex, 11 E are the test cards 
used in Ouachita Parish, 


The following registrars describe the provisions they use 
at the following places in their depositions: Wilder (Jackson 
Parish), Pl, Ex. 21 Y, p. 8-11; Larche (Morehouse Parish), 
P1, Ex, 21 P, p, 5; Cheek (Richland Parish), Pl, Ex. 21 D, D. 6-7; 
and Farrar (Union Parish), Pi, Ex, 21 J, p, 8. 


A-13 











TABLE H 3 


PROVISIONS FROM THE CONSTITUTION 
OF LOUISIANA USED IN 
THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
INTERPRETATION TEST, BY PARISH * 
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Article I 
Sec, 1 j 
Origin and purpose of Govérnment x x x 
sec. 2 | 
Due process; expropriation of 
private property for pubiic 
purposes; just compensation x|x x x |x x 
-.$ec, 3 
Liberty of Speech and Press: | 
Responsibility for abuse x ix x | * Xx |X x 
sec, 4 
Freedom of Religion x |x x} x | x x |x x 
sec, 5 
Rights of assembly, petition and i 
remonstrance x x x 
sec, 6 
Open courts; legal remedies x x x 
Sec, 7 
2 Searches and seizures; require- 
a ments for warrant x |x|]x x x x 
Sec, 8 
Militia; right to keep and bear 
arms; concealed weapons x x 
Sec, 9 
Criminal prosecutions; speedy | 
public trial; jury; venue; 
witnesses; counsel; indictment and 
information: double jeopardy x x 


Sec, 10 

Criminal prosecutions; pre-emptory a 

challenges : | x | x | | 
f t ‘ i 








est Carroll 
Helena 


Shaw Cards (6 Parishes) 
Bienville 


LaSalle 


Rapides 
Plaquemines 


Red River 
Richland 
Lincoln 

Ouachita 


Union 
St. 


sec. il 
Self-incrimination; confessions 


r 
a 
m4 
ne 


sec, 12 

Excessive Bail or Fines; cruel or 

unusual punishment; offenses not 

bailable iX 


sec. 13 
Habeas corpus; suspension of 
privilege x: 


Sec, 14 
Subordination of military to 
civil power x 
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sec, 15 
Rights of people reserved 


Article 2 
sec, 1 
Department of Government x 
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Article 3 
sec. 1 
Bicameral Legislature x 


sec, 3 
Senatorial Districts; New parishes; 
number of Senators x 





ee ee 


sec, 19 
Quorum; adjournments from day to 
day; compulsory attendance 


sec, 29 
Personal interest in bill; dis- 
closure; vote 
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Sec, 30 

Sale or trade of votes; purchase 
of supplies on bids; contracts; 
personal interest approval 
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x | 
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Shaw Cards (6 Parishes) 
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Conwict labor; public works; leases | | Pe oa 
Sec, 37 | 
Right of way; roads of necessity; | 
drainage ix | fe 
i p 
Article 4 | i 
Sec. 2(b) o] E | 
Mineral revenues; minerais beyond | | | | 
three-mile limit | : x | 
{ 
Sec, 15 | | ! 
Ex post facto laws; just compensation | x | | | x 
| 
Article 5 | | | | Pe 
Sec, 12 | i | | | i | er 
Appointment of officers; recess | | k 
appointments | x | > 
Sec, 3 | | | | | i 
Qualifications of Governor and = | | p 
Lieutenant Governor |l Íx | | | $ 
Article 6 | | | 
Sec, 19 | | | 
State highways and bridges; con- | | 
struction and maintenance; traffic S 
regulation; rights of parishes, n 
municipalities and political K 
sub-divisions x oe 
Article 7 af 
i Sec, 3 o 
g Judicial functions x x 
| Sec, 45 
Change of venue x x. 
Sec. 47 | | 
Justices; qualifications, election; . 
term of office x 
Article 8 
Sec, 1 
Right to vote; qualifications of | 
electors; registration x | 
sec, 2 | 
1x | x i | 


Poll tax or registration 








Sec, 3 
Taxpayers as voters; 
proxy voting 


qualifications; 


sec. 4 

Primary elections; conventions; 
fairness; qualification of voters 
and delegates 


sec, 5 

Denial of registration; 
illegal registration; 
names; prosecution 


remedy; 
removal of 


Sec, 6 
Disqualification from voting or 
holding office 


sec, 7 

Voting; ballot; machines; viva voce; 
ratification of Acts 1940 

Sec, 8 

Electors; privilege from arrest 

sec, 9 


General election; time; Presiden- 
‘tial and Congressional elections 


Sec. 10 
Parochial elections; time; 
elections in New Orleans 


sec, 11 

Residence; state or federal service; 
seamen; students 

Sec, 12 

Election contests; trials 

Sec, 13 

Office holders; residence 
requirements 

Sec, 14 


Election returns, officers 
commissioned by governor 
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Plaquemines 














Sec, 15 


Ballots; methods of voting; voting 


machines; secrecy; independent 
candidates; statements of candi- 
dacy; ratification of Acts 1940 


Sec., 16 
Close of registration Before 


elections; transfers; new voters; 


changes of address in Orleans Parish 
between first and second primaries 


Sec, 17 
Registration 


Sec, 18 
Registration of voters; board of 
registration 


sec, 19 

Trials under election laws; 
witnesses; immunity from prosecu- 
tion; bribery; perjury 


Sec, 20 
Right to serve as commissioner 
at polls 


Sec, 214 
Registration after moving to 
another precinct 


Sec, 22 
Absentee voting 


Sec, 23 

Corrupt practices; disfranchise- 
ment; grand jury investigations; 
district attorneys 


Article 9 


sec, 3 
Removal on address by legislature 


Article 10 


Sec, 16 
Rolling stock; non-resident 
owners; assessment 
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This table shows the variety of sections from 
the Louisiana Constitution used by registrars. It 
is based upon provisions registrars have testified 
they have used. For convenience the whole section 
is designated even though the registrar may only 
give one provision from it as in the case of 
registrars who use test cards. 


The test cards distributed by William Shaw, 
PL. Ex. 114, were used in the following parishes; 


Franklin Parish (deposition of Hatton, Pl. Ex, 21 M, 
P. 7); De Soto Parish (deposition of Platt, Pl. Ex. 


21 V, p. 9); East Carroll Parish (deposition of 
Manning, P1. Ex. 21 S, p. 7), P1. Ex. 4 (EC); East 


Feliciana Parish (deposition of Palmer, Pl, Ex. 21 U, 
p. 7); Winn Parish (deposition of Flournoy, P1, Ex. 
21K, p. 5); West Peliciana (deposition of Thompson, 
Pl. Ex, 21 X, p. 6-7, Mr. Thompson says he does not 


use all the cards, but is unclear as to which ones 
he does use). For Plaquemines Parish, see Pl. Ex. 
11 B and 11 C; the provisions designated here are 
only from Pi. Ex, 11 B since there were no signif- 


icant changes in the provisions used between August 
1961 and March 12, 1962, P1. Ex, 11 E are the test 


cards used in Ouachita Parish. 


The following registrars describe the provisions 


they use at the following places in their depositions; 


Culpepper (Bienville), P1. Ex, 21 I, p., 14; 
Allen (La Salle), Pl. Ex. 21 A, p. 5: 


Bushnell (Rapides), P1.: Rx. 21 B, p. 9 (see Exhibit 


P~1 in deposition); 
Crawford (Red River), Pl. Ex. 21 F, p. 16; 
Cheek (Richland), Pl. Ex. 21 D, p. 6-7; 
Farrar (Union), Pl. Ex, 21 J, p. 8; 
Gibson (Lincoln), Pl. Ex, 21 L, p. 6; 
Crouch (St, Helena) P1. Ex. 21 G, p. 8-10, 
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TABLE 1. 


COMPARISON BETWEEN INTERPRETATIONS OF ACCEPTED WHITE APPLICANTS WITH THE REGISTRAR'S 
OWN MODEL INTERPRETATIONS; PLAGUEIAINES PARISH, JAN, 20, 1956 


TEST CARD NO, GIVEN TO 26 ‘'HITE APPLICANTS 





Ca) (t) (c) 
Section to be "The United States shall guaran- “The powers not delegated to "No law shall be passed 
Interpreted tee to every state in this Union the United States by the Con- to curtail or restrain 
a republican form of government," stitution, nor prohibited the liberty of speech or 
by it to the States, zre re- of the press," 


served to the States respect- 
ively, or to the people," 


Model Interpre- This guarantees to the people State rights,* or the right Freedom of speech and of 
tation of every State in the Union a Con- of the people to self govern- the press * guaranteed, 
stitutional, representative system ment in the States, and the 
of government, with three separate natural rights of the people 
departments, the executive, legis- was specifically reserved in 
Lative and judicial,* the 10th Amendment to the 


United States Constitution, 





Applicants 
Interpretation 


ae & Mrs. Ben Adams the Ecuthe Legislatrae States rights Freedom of speech & free- 
a (6-1) & Judicial dom of Press 
Benny D., Adams The Executive Legislative & States rights Freedom of speech & free- 
(6-1) Judicial dom of Press 
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*Emphasis Added, 








Horgrove Gongre Legislative, Judicial, States rights Freedom of speech 
(6~1) Executive 
Mrs. Bernis Gongre Legislative, Judicial, States rights Freedom of speech 
(6-1) Executive 

@ William C. Hunter Executive, Legislative States Rights Freedom of The Press 
(6—1) & Judicial 
Betty Jane Kent Legislature, Judical JudiciaZł Executive Yes 
(6—1) Exutive States Right 
Amanda Mackey It is not in the the Constitution We have the rights of 
(6—1) Constitution for Gives us the free speech 

Religious Repreasion persovl rights to 


Worship God and 
Freedom of Religion 


Lewis J. Oakes Executive = Legislative - States Right Freedom of Press 
(6—~1) Judicial 
Joseph A. Spahr, executive Legislative States rights freedom of Speech 
Jr. (6-1) Judicial 
Joseph A, Spahr, Erecuzitive Leguslatone, States rights Freedom of Speach 
; Sree. 6 ) Jaidutial 
Mrs. Paul E, Executive, legislative 
Warren (6-1) and judical States rights Freedom of spcech & press 
Paul Emmett Executive, Legislative, State Hase any Freedom of speech & press 
Warren (6-1) Judicial wright to pass 
any Law 


A-20 








Andrew C. Wells 
(6-1) 


Anna Wells 
(6m1) 


Romeo A. Barth, 
Jr. (9=1) 


Maurice J. Bellelo 
(9-1) 


Mrs, Maurice J, 
Bellelo (9-1) 


Thelma S., Lewis 
(9-1) 


James W. Lowry 
(9-1) 


Bennie H., Ray 
(9—1) 


Charles Rene 
Rousselle (9-1) 


Lester V. Sonels 
(9-1) 


Mrs. Vincent 
Ladner, Jr.(10-2) 


Mrs. Matthew 
Ventura (3-1) 


Executive Legislative 
and Judicial 


Executive Legislative 
Judicial 


Executive, Legislative, 
& Judicial, 


execeutive legislatiur 
Judicial, 


Executive, Legislative & 
Judicial 


Legislative, Judicial 
and Executive 


Legislatiur Judicial 
executive 


Executive, Legislative, 
Judicial 


Executive, Judicial 
Legislative 


Legislative Judicicial 
executive 


Legislative, Jutiscial, 
excexative 


Executive, Legislative, 
Judicial 


w- 3 om 


Stares 


States 


States 


States 


States 


States 


States 


States 


States 


States 


States 


States 


Rights 


Right. 


Rights 


Rights 


Rights 


Right 


rirts 


Right 


Right 


rights 


right 


Right 


Freedon 


Freedom 


Freedom 


Freedom 


Freedom 


Freedom 


Freedom 


Freedom 


of 


of 


of 


of 


of 


of 


of 


of 


Speech 


Speech, 


Press 


Speech 


Speech 


Speech and press 


spaecr 


Speech 


I am free to speak 


Freedom of speech 


Freedom of Speech 


Freedom of Speech 
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TABLE J 


CITIZENS COUNCIL RESPONSIBLE 
FOR PURGING* 


this table is a list of persons who signed affidavits 
of challenge and whose names also appear in the charter 
of the citizens council for the parish in which they 
challenged. The affidavits will be found on the indi- 
cated reels of film: prints of sample affidavits are 
marked with exhibit numbers. The respective charters 
are indicated by exhibit number. 


Affidavit of 








Parish Affiants Challenge _ Charter 
Bienville J. Roy Caskey Pl. Ex. 161A Pl. Ex. 5B- 
(BV~1 Joe Reeves Pl. Ex. 161B P1. Ex. 5B 
R. C, Woodward Pl, Ex. 161C PI. Ex. 5B 
R. L, Taylor,jJr. Pl, Ex. 161A Pl. Ex. 5B 
Joe B, Williams Pl. Ex. 161B PI. Ex. 5B 
De Soto Po. C. Fair Pl. Ex. 1624 P1, Ex. 5C 
(P1. Ex. 162A T. H. Jones Pl. Ex. 162B P1. Ex. 5C 
& 162B are C. A. Christian Pl. Ex. 162B Pi. Ex. 5C 
prints from M. A. Calhoun P1. Ex. 162D PI. Ex, 5C 
DS-4: 162D & Joe E. Moran Pl, Ex. 162E Pl. Ex. 5C 
162E are from 
DS- 5) 
East Feliciana Richard Kilbourne Pi. Ex. 163 Pl. Ex. 5K 
CEF-1) Edward Hobgood Pl. Ex. 163 Pi. Bx. 5K 
Jackson Louis C. Boss Pl. Ex. 164 PL. Ex. 5E 
(JX-1) R. G. Pipes Pl. Ex. 164 Pl, Ex. 55 
Richland R. W. Anderson PL. Ex. 165 Pl. Ex. 5I 
(RL=1) Solon E. Smith Pl. Ex. 165 Pl. Ex. 51 
* For additional evidence of the Citizens Councils 


involvement in Ouachita Parish, see deposition of 
Billye Adams, P1. Ex. 21 I. Citizens Councils 
responsibility for purges is also proved from 
statements given to the FBI by the registrars. See 
P1. Ex, 306-309 (Mae Lucky and Mae Morin, Ouachita 
Parish); Pl. Ex. 304 (W. W. Farrar, Union Parish); 
P1. Ex. 305 (Mrs. J. E. Jones, Lincoln Parish); 

P1, Ex. 302 (Cleighton Bushnell, Rapides Parish). 
See also deposition of Joseph Crawford, Red River 
Parish, Pl. Ex. 12 F, p. 34. 
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APPENDIX B 


REGISTRARS 
*Former Registrars 
**Pormer Deputies 


(Pl. Ex. 21 


Name 


John S. Allen 
Cleighton L. Bushnell 


Mrs. Ora Cameron 
Lula Cheek 


Winnice P, Clement 
Joseph tJ. Crawford 
Quitman Crouch 
Charlies H. Crain 
Pauline A, Culpepper 
Woodrow WW. Farrar 
Mary Ce Flournoy* 
Mrs. tanda G. Gibson 
Mrs. Y. H. Hatton 
Mrs. J. E. Jones* 
Charles S. Kilbourne* 
Mrs. Margaret M. Larche 
Louise R, Linton 

Mrs. Mae Lucky 

Cecil Manning 

Mae Morin** 

Henry E. Palmer 
Sidney ‘J. Platt 
JeAeH. Slawson* 


Thomas W. Thompson* 


Estelle ‘jilder 
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Parish 

La Salie 
Rapides 

West Carroll 


Richland 
YVebster 


Red River 

St. Helena 
Winn 

Bienville 
Union 

Winn 

Lincoln 
Franklin 
Lincoln’ 

East Feliciana 
Morehouse 
Claiborne 
Ouachita 

East Carroll 
Ouachita 

East Feliciana 
DeSoto 

DeSoto 


West Feliciana 


Jackson 


Page 
B-1 

B-5 

B11 
B-16 
B-22 
B-24 
B-31 
B-39 
B~40 
B= 45 
B~50 
B-55 
B-59 
B=64 
B-69 
B-72 
B-77 
B-78 
B-79 
B-84 
B-85 
B-90 
B~96 
B-100 


B=-105 





3. 


Summary of the Deposition of 
JOHN S. ALLEN 
Registrar of Voters 
LaSalle Parish 
(Pl. Ex. 21 A) 
Deposition Taken: October 8, 1962 


Background of Registrar 


I have been registrar for approximately eight 
years. (3) I was appointed, I believe, in the 
latter part of 1952. (3) I have had eleven grades 
of schooling. (10) 

I don't know if my predecessor gave the test, 
but I did not take an interpretation test when I 
registered prior to becoming registrar. (7) 
Instructions to Registrar 

I have made no study of the sections I have 
selected other than simply reading them, except I 
inquired of my judge when I could catch him; he told 
me what he thought they meant. (6) 

It was purely my own idea to start using the 
test. (9) I have never discussed with anyone my 
interpretation of the law that all applicants do 
not have to be given the interpretation test. (7) 
General Registration Procedures 

[No testimony pertaining to this subject matter. ] 
The Administration of the Interpretation Test 
(a) When the test was used. 

Jhen I first became registrar, the main 


registration procedure was the filling out of an 
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LR=Ì application form, (3) At that time not all 
applicants were required to interpret a section of ra 
the Constitution. (4) “I believe I have given | 
approximately a dozen Constitution tests in eight 
years." (4) I give the test, "[jlust occassion~ 
ally =-~ just ~= I don't know, just see if one could 
do it maybe or something like that." (4) I believe 
that the first time I gave the test was around 
1955 or 1956. (4) 

I started by giving two tests shortly after 
the challenges of 1956. (9) 

I understand the law to mean that a 

person must be able to read and interpret the 
Constitution, "[a]nd the reason I didn’t give each 
one the test, I understood it to mean that they must 
be able to, and not that they must do it each time." (7) 

As to how I determine who I give the test to, 


"J give it to so few that there is no way to determine. 





If I'm real busy, I may give it or I may not; but 
there are very few applicants I give the Constitution 
tests to." (6) 
Only two of the approximately twelve people 
a I have given an interpretation test to were 
Negroes. (CR 11) Neither of these Negroes were 
rejected. (CR 12) 


(b) How the selection of the sections is made. 


T have only given the test from a book. (7) 
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When I give the test, I give it in the following 

way: “Present the Constitution of Louisiana, let 
them read it, and tell me what it meant" (4) I 
have them read only one section, "[n]o particular 
section, just pick out one when we open the 

book, * * * I don?t know until I open the book, 

Maybe I*ll catch one one time and another the next 
time. * * * I have some different articles that I 
have written down, and I pick one from those." (4-5) 
These articles are: Article 19, Section 12; 

Article 8, Section 8, Section 8; Article 8, Sec- 

tion 21; Article 8; Section 2; Article 1, Section 23 
Article 1, Section 7; Article 3, Section 33, 

Article 9, Section 3; Article 3, Section 3; Article l, 
Section 8; Article 8, Section 33 and Article 8, 
Section 5 of the Louisiana Constitution. (5) I 
selected these sections myself. "“[T]hese are the 
more simple ones, I thought ~=- not long, drawn out 


twisters, I call them." I picked them out after I 





found out that I had to give the test. (5) 


I have never used sections other than those 
that I have listed here. I have never published a 


List of these sections. (11) 


I have the applicants read the section, but 
they don't have to read it out loud, then they give 


me their interpretation. (6) 
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(c) How interpretations are evaluated, 

I require applicants to give just the meaning 
of the section that they read. (10) I do not ask 
questions. (11) “They read it and tell me in their 
Own words what it means." (11) 

(d) What Records are made. 

When I give an interpretation test, there is 

no record made of the provisions that an applicant 


is asked to interpret or of the answers he gives. (10) 


Citizens Council Purge 


I know Mr. Sid Moseley and James Hodges as 
citizens of La Salle Parish; Mr. Hodges, I believe, 
is a member of the town council and Moseley a retired 
trucker. (7) I don?t know if they are members of 
the Citizens’ Council. (8) 

On June 29, 1956, they challenged voters on 
the registration rolls in La Salle Parish. (8) They 
challenged about 345 persons. All of these were from 
Ward 4, Precinct 7. (8) Geographically, this 
precinct covers all of Ward 4. (8) Precinct 7 is 
an all Negro precinct. (9) then these challenges 


were made, I believe, there were about 350 Negroes 


registered in Ward 4, Precinct 7. (9) 
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Summary of the Deposition of e 

CLEIGHTON La BUSHNELL ee: 

Registkar of Voters ae 

Rapides Parish oo 

(Pl. Ex. 21 B) fe 
Deposition Taken: August 24, 1962 


l. Background of Registrar 
I became registrar June 13, 1956. (2) I had 


two years of business administration after high 
school. (9) 
When I last registered in Rapides Parish before 


becoming registrar, I only had to fill out an LR=-1 























card. (9) | ‘3 
2e instructions to Registrar 
My predecessor did not explain anything about 
the job to me; but I did go to the State Director 
Douglas Fowler and we went over the procedures of 
registration together, Mr. Fowler only explained 
the Louisiana law. (2) 
3. General Registration Procedures 


I started by using the same procedure that I 





use today. (3) "Our requirements are that they 
[applicants] furnish some proof that they have been 
Br o bonafide residents of the state and in the parish 
for the required time. They are also required to 
be able to give a reasonable interpretation of the 
parts of the constitution that we use, of the United 
States and of Louisiana; fill out their own applica- 
tion without any assistance, memorandum or dis- 


cussion." (3) The interpretation test is given 
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before the application form is filled out. (3) 
If a person does not pass the test, "we advise 
them to get someone to explain to them the various 
clauses that we require; and at any time, they 
have the right to come back and make application." (4) 
Applicants have to sign an oath card, but do not have 
to read and write the Preamble. (20) 

4, The Administration of the Interpretation Test. 
(a) When the test was used, 

I have given the interpretation test since I 
became registrar. (2-3) Every applicant gets an 
interpretation except those that can prove they are 
transferring from another parish; I assume that they 
have passed the test in the parish where they were 
registered. (7) 

(b) How the Selection of Sections is made 

All the clauses that are used are set forth 
on a mimeographed sheet. (4) They are: Article i, 
Section 13 Article 1, Section 3; and Article l, 
Section 4 of the United States Constitution; and 
Article 3, Section 293; Article 2, Section 1; and 
Article 3, Section 20 of the State Constitution. (4) 

Exhibit P-1 of this deposition is the mimeo- 
graphed sheet I use to give the test. (9) [Exhibit 
P~l consists of a statement as to Louisiana registra- 


tion laws and six excerpts from the Louisiana Con-~ 





stitution. ] 














Applicants can pick out whatever section they 
want to start out with. (6) The sections on Pl 
are the only sections that have been in use since 
I have been registrar. (10) I found the materials 
in the office when I took over; "I picked out the 
ones that I felt like was fair to the applicant 
and fair to the law itself, and confined it to the 
ones that you have... >" (11) There were other 
sections in the office when I took over besides the 
ones I have on the mimeographed sheet together with 
handwritten explanations attached underneath. (11) 
(c) How Interpretations are Evaluated 

I would not reject an applicant until I have 
gone through all six sections of the constitution 
that I use. (8) My deputy follows the same pro- 
cedure, as far as I know. (8) 

"We place that [mimeographed sheet of pro- 
visions from the constitution] in the hands of the 
applicant; ask them to look it over and prepare 
themselves to give us a reasonable interpretation 
of any articles included there, and it's before 
the applicant at all times. 

"In cases where we have those that contend 
they are unable to understand the words, the long 
words in there, we do explain to them, as best we 
can, the meaning of the words. There's only one 


that seems to be a problem to them, the word ‘tadjourn’ 
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this is puzzling to many people; they misunderstand 
it, and we try to expiain to them that that means to 
dismiss." (4-5) 

An applicant must give a satisfactory interpreta- 
tion of two of the clauses. (5) As soon as an ap- 
plicant get two correct he passes. (6) 

There has never been any written test used in 
the office. (12) 

i told my deputy “that all that I expected, 
and I thought all that the law expected, was to 
process the applications within the law, being fair 
to each applicant and not bearing down too heavy and 
wanting a verbatim on these things, that that would 
be confusing." (12) 

"Freedom of speech" would be a satisfactory 
answer to Article 1, Section 3 (13); "freedom of 
religion" would be a satisfactory answer to Article 1, 
Section 4. (14) 

There were 3,006 Negroes registered as of the 
last monthly report. I have concluded our purge of 
persons who have not voted for four years, including 
140 odd Negroes. (CR 19) 

To the best of my memory I have mentioned all 
the persons who have failed the interpretation during 
19623 however, there are some who became indignant and 


never really took the test. (CR 21) These were 


mostly whites. (CR 20). 














A rejected applicant may make a list of the 
sections used if he wishes tos (10) 

(d) What records are made. 

There is no record of the answers that applicants 
give to the interpretation test. (10) If a person 
fails his interpretation test, there is no record 
that he was ever in the office. (20) 

Although some people would like to have me 
ask questions about the sections, I do not like to. 

An applicant does not have to read the section out 
loud. (6) 

I think Article 3, Section 29, is confusing so 
“that one we never bare down ons and the reason I 
leave it in is that I've got so many of these 
mimeographed, and I didn’t want to get up some more 7 
of them; but we realize that we are not an authority r 
on the constitution, nor do I know that anyone is, 
but we do try to be fair to the applicant.” (7) 

There are many people in Rapides Parish who 
are not well enough educated to pass either the 
interpretation test or the LR-1 form, but I recall 
only five persons during 1962 who failed the interpreta-~ 
tion test. (CR 15) Of these, 2 came back and 
registered. (CR 15) Two of the other three eee 
Negroes. They had mailed in mimeographed application 


forms. (CR 16) Later, when they came in to find out 











why they were not registered) I explained to them 
that they had to apply in person. (CR 16) When I 
asked them to take the interpretation test, they 
Said that they would like to leave and think about 
it. (CR 16-17) They did not in fact, fail the 
test. (CR 17) That leaves one white person who 

has failed the interpretation test this year. (CR 18) 
Very few Negroes have tried to register during the 
past year. "The ones that we do see are usually 
capable of meeting any requirement." (CR 18) I 
have treated Negroes the same as white persons who 
have applied. (CR 18) The reason there are no more 


Negroes registered is that no more have applied. (CR 19) 
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Summary of the Deposition of E 
MRS. ORA CAMERON ae 
Registrar of Voters a 
West Carroll Parish 
(P1. Ex, 21 C) 
Deposition Taken: August 23, 1962 


Background of Registrar 

I have been registrar Since July 1952; I have a 
high school education. (2) 
Instruction to Registrar 

I started using the interpretation test because all 
the registrars were called to a meeting at, I think, the 
Ouachita Parish Courthouse where Mr, Gremillion and, I 
believe, the Director of Voter Registration, Mr. Raymond, 
explained that the registrars should go according to the 
state law and not discriminate. (4) There were also 
Several other men there. I do not know Senator Rainach 
so I do not know if he was present, (4) 


When I took over, the Police Jury told me "to 





abide by the laws of the State of Louisiana," (23) 
When I first started using the test, I got an 
explanation of one of the sections I use from an 
attorney across the hall; however, he did not help me 
to select the sections I use. (9) 
General Registration Procedures 
When an applicant comes in I have them identify 
themselves if I do not know them, then I give them an 


application form and have them complete that. (6) 


After they have filled out the application form, I 











give them an interpretation test. (6) If they fail 
the application form, I do not give them the inter= 


pretation test, (6) West Carroll Parish is on 
periodic registration, (5) 
The Administration of the Interpretation Test 

a When the test was use 

"The previous Registrar had a habit of her own, 
filling out every application; no one had to fill the 
application out if they didn?t want to." (2) 

When I first took over, applicants only had to 
fill out an LR-l application form. If they were 
illiterate I would have them give an interpretation 
of the Constitution, I would read it to them out of 
a book, (3) 

In 1956, I started to ask all applicants about 
the Constitution, I have continued the same procedure 
since then as I used for illiterates before. (3) Now 
I do not read to them aloud, however. (4) <Al11 appli-~- 
cants have had to interpret the Constitution since 
January 1, 1957, I give every applicant the interpreta~= 
tion test, even though he was registered between 1957 
and 1960, (5) 

(b) How the selection of sections is made, 

I believe I have a few of the cards that are 
Appendix B in this Complaint. (5) I think that they 
were mailed from the State Board of Registration, I 
used the cards for a while but people began to write 


on them so I finally threw them away. (5) 
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f only give particular sections for interpretation. 
I use Article 1, Seétions 2, 3, 4, 7, 10 and 11 of the 
Louisiana Bill of Rights and Article 3, Section 29 of 
the Louisiana Constitution, (8) I do not use the 
United States Constitution, (8) 

I use these provisions because "they seemed to 
be more self-explanatory, easier and what I felt 
like the average person could tell me; because I 
really don*t want to give a test to somebody just to 
fail them, just to see them fail,” (9) The test has 
always been limited to these sections. (9) I made 
the selection of these provisions myself, (10) 

As to how I decided what section to give someone 
"there is really no way to determine it, just open 
your book and hand them one." (11) When I give them 
the interpretation test: I "[jlust pick up this book 
and probably turn to the dirtiest page in there, the 


ones that we've used mostly," (6) 





(c) How the interpretation are evaluated. 
I am the sole judge as to whether an interpreta-~ 
tion is satisfactory on the applications I take and 
my deputy is the judge on those she takes, (10) 
"[I]f they tell me enough that I know that they 
a have an understanding of that particular section, I 
Will accept it; because I tell them they dontt have 
to use any fancy words, to just tell me in their own 


words." (7) They dontt have to read the section out 
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loud, (7) They can keep the book and refer to it | = 
again if they like. (7) 

I will explain a word in the Constitution if a 
person does not understand it. (8) If an applicant 
doesn?t know the section I have asked him to interpret 
I?ll have him try the next one down and I "wouldntt 
even know what the next one is maybe." (12) 

Each applicant is advised as to whether he has noe 
failed or passed. (12) E 

There are 2,346 registered voters in West Carroll 
Parish of which 25 are Negroes. (CR 12) Since the 
beginning of the new period there have been 32 Negroes 
rejected. (CR 12) Fourteen of these have come back 
and have been qualified. (CR 12) Oniy two of the 
fourteen that later qualified had failed the interpre- 
tation test, (CR 12) In total I have had 6 Negroes 
who have failed the interpretation test. (CR 13) 

I have rejected fifteen white persons who later 
returned and were registered. One of these failed 
the interpretation test the first time, (CR 13) I 
have had sixty other white persons who have failed 
and not returned; of these five failed the interpre- 


tation test, (CR 13) 


I have not used the interpretation test to keep 


Negroes off the rolls. CCR 13) 
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What records are made, 





If an applicant fails there is a notation on the 


back of his application form, 


the section he was given, not the answer he gave. 


10) 


This notation is 


(11) 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
LULA CHEEK 
Registrar of Voters 
Richland Parish 
(Pl, Ex. 21 D) 
Deposition Taken: August 23, 1962 
Background of Registrar 
I have been registrar since, I believe 
February 1945. (2) I have had two years of college. (2) 
I took office when my husband went - into service in 
1944, (2) “"“[uJhen he went in the Service he ex- 
plained what he knew about the office, and I took 
charge." Applicants only had to fill out the LR-1 
form at that time. (2) 
Instructions to Registrar 
"Being upset over the purge of the rolls, 
naturally I talked to my Police Jury, and they said 
all I could do was follow the letter of the laws; and 
I talked to the other Registrars too, I just talked 
shop everywhere I went." (5) In addition, I have 
been encouraged "to stick far more closely to the 
letter of the law." (5-6) I don't know who 
specifically might have said I should follow the 
law more closely. (6) Maybe it was the president of 
the State Convention of Registrars (sponsored by the 


State Board of Registration), also the name of 


Mr. Jodey Smith, for one, comes to my mind. (6) 


General Registration Procedures 


The order of the registration procedure is: "I 


give them the oath card and then the LR-1l form, and 
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when they have completed that, if they are a new 
registrant I give them the constitutional test." (4) 
I usually check the application form before I give 
the interpretation test, but I don?t turn applicants 
down before they get the interpretation test. "I 
just go ahead and give them the constitutional test, 
to convince them too." (4) The final determination 
is made after the entire process. (4) 

Since 1957, the legislature has added the 
Preamble and now applicants have to read and write 
a portion of the Preamble to the United States 
Constitution, (5) 
The Administration of the Test 
(a) When the test was used 

In January of 1957 I began to use the interpreta~- 
tion test. (3) I used an oral interpretation test. (3) 

If an applicant got the interpretation test 
from 1957 through 1960, "I don't give it to them 
when they return for registration; those people that 
had it don't get it the second time." (3) Richland 
Parish has periodic registration. (3) A new period 
of registration began January 1961. (4-53) 
(b) How the selection of sections is made 

I used both a book of the Louisiana 

Constitution and a book of the United States 
Constitution. (6) "I just use several particular 
clauses. * * * Several from the Bill of Rights; 


Freedom of Religion, Freedom of Speech and then others 























that I use a lot; qualifications for Governor, oS 
qualifications for Senator, those that I think 
just the average person can rènd and get an idea 
from." (7) From the United States Constitution I 
use the First Ten Amendments. (7) "I have favorite 
amendments. i don't use them for any particular 
person, if that's what you mean." (7) My favorite 
ones are "[f]reedom of speech, freedom of religion, 
those that I have mentioned." (7) I use these 
because "it just seems to me that those are just 
the ones that people have heard about, whether 
they've been to school or not; I mean, if they've 
just had a minimum education, they've heard of those 
rights." (8) 8 
As to the selection of the section given | 
to a particular applicant, "[i]t’'s really just hit A 
or miss; just pick up the constitution and open to 
it and, I have let them pick out their own section l 
that they want." (8) I don't always let applicants at 
pick out their own section, "but if they seem to . 
think that I've just picked a particular one, I 
have gone further and let them pick out another 
one." (8) I don't think I have ever refused anyone E 
if they've asked to pick out their own section, (8) | E 
The reason that I chose the sections 


mentioned was to give an opportunity to uneducated 


personse (CR 11) "I don't want to ask a question 
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on the level that is above the majority of 
people, * * * There is no difference in the test 
that I give to the whites and to the colored." (CR 11) 
I have never published a list of the sec- see 
tions I give. (13) But I am not required to by . 3 
state law. (CR 13) o 
It was my decision to administer the test : 
in this fashion. (10) 
(c) How interpretations are evaluated 
I am the sole judge as to whether an | E 
interpretation is satisfactory. "The applicant | 
usually knows whether he knows what he’s read or es 
not, and will admit that he doesn?t know what's i 
there." (10) I hand the book to the applicant and 
he reads it to himself, then, orally, “he just tells 
me what he got out of it." (8-9) 
I don't remember ever explaining the 
meaning of a work to an applicant, but "[i]f they 
asked me a word, I probably told them... >" (CR 11) 
"I don't believe that I've failed a one on 
the interpretation test, who had the LR-1l card right. 
I’d really have to check my reject cards to see, but 
I don't think I failed a one on the constitutional 
test." (CR 9-10) | E 
Except for illiterates, everyone who has | 
been able to satisfactorily fill out the LR-1 card 


has been able to pass the interpretation test. (CR 12) 
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There are close to 4,000 persons registered in 
Richland Parish now, about 215 Negroes. (CR 12) The 
reason there are no one Negroes registered is that 
"[t]hey just haven't come in to register." (12) I 
have not rejected a high percentage of Negro ap- 
plicants. (CR 12) "I only have 24 that have been 
rejected since '61, for various reasons, for 
reasons e > e Criminal reasons, you know, and other 
reasons; but 24 Negroes and 14 whites have been 
rejected since the new registration began." (CR 13) 
(d) ‘What records are made 

There is no record of the section the applicant 
interpreted if he passes the test. (9) "Generally, 
if he [the applicant] fails the constitutional test, 
I believe without exception he has already failed 
on the LR-1 card; but to convince myself that he's 
not qualified, on the back of the card I put what 
section of the constitution he had, but I don't put 
the answer he gave me." (9) There may be a few I 
have not noted. (9) 

Citizens Council Purge 

In late 1956, there was a purge of a couple 
of wards in the parish. (3) These were the bigger 
wards in Rayville and Delhi. (3) 

I adopted the interpretation test because 


"after my rolls were purged, I decided that when 


they were in there I was going to do everything 








(Fa oe a xs 
pY i 
2 








that was written in the laws, as nearly as possible, 
and that’s just since that time. Of course, that 
was in October of *56 that my rolls were purged, 

and the books =-~ we didn't have many more registra- 
tion then. In January of '57 is when I began doing 


as nearly as possible everything that was re~ 


quired." (5) 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
WINNICE P., CLEMENT 
Registrar of Voters 
Webster Parish 
(Pl. Ex. 21 BE) 
Deposition Taken: August 21, 1962 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 
I have been registrar since September 1940. (4) 

I assumed office on the 15th of September. (5) No one 
explained to me about the job in detail. “I just walked 
in, and I went by the records in there and just pro- 
ceeded." (5) 

My predecessor in office "would come in now and 
then and tell me a few things. He told me to ask him 
anything I needed to know, and I would ask him at various 
intervals." (5) I don't remember what I asked him. (5) 

I was registered before I became registrar. (6) 
All I had to do to register was f111 out an application 
form. (6) I registered every four years beginning about 
1930, when I first came to Louisiana. All I had to do 
each time was fill out the application form, (6) 

I have a high school education. (7) Before I 
became registrar, I was a housewife. (7) 

After I became registrar, I studied the registration 
law of Louisiana. (7) I did not study anything else. (7) 


Then I first became registrar "I let them fill out an 


application and gave them a certificate." (7) 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
Joseph ‘“. Crawford 

Registrar of Voters : 

Red River Parish ao 


(Pl. Ex. 21 F) 
Deposition Taken: August 21, 1962 


l. Background of Registrar 


I have been registrar since July of 1948, (3) 


I have had one year of college. (4) Before becoming 

























registrar, I had been a farmer and a bookkeeper. (4) 
I was a registered voter at the time I was 4 
appointed registrar. (4) ‘hen I registered all I 
had to do was fill out an LR-1 application form. (5) 
2e Instructions to Registrar 
I learned how to run the office from a book of 
instructions I received from the Secretary of State 
and from the former registrar who gave me a general 


idea of how the office worked. (5-6) I have also 





talked to the District Attorney, the District Judge 
and a couple of lawyers about the operation of the 
office and the laws pertaining to it. They simply 
told me what they knew. (6) 

"Changes were made to follow the letter of the 
p law, what the letter of the law called for." (7=8) h F 
The Police Jury passed a resolution. (8) "[I]t said 
the laws for registering voters were slack, that we 
should comply with the law and the Constitution of 
TF the State of Louisiana, and to administer the laws 


n impartially." (8) I understood this to mean that I 
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Should start using the interpretation test and 
require applitants to fill out the application 
form. (8) All the Police Jury ever said was to 
follow the registration laws, they didn't explain 
it further. (14) I simply understood that I was to 
give the interpretation test. Nobody gave me any 
information as to how I should give the test. (14) 
Since the Police Jury didn't give me any instructions 
on how to give the test, I started giving the test 
Orally, from a book of the Louisiana Constitution. (9) 

No one has come from the State to speak to me 
about registration policies. (34) I seem to 
remember receiving a letter dated January 16, 1961, 
from the State Board of Registration suggesting 
procedures. (37) No one from the Sovereignty 
Commission or the Joint Legislative Committee has 
talked to me about registration poiictes: (35) Since 
I became registrar, I have read a lot of rules, 
reports and opinions pertaining to registration. (7) 
General Registration Procedures 

Ever since I became registrar, I have first 
given the LR~1 form and then asked applicants to 
interpret a section of the Constitution if their 
application forms were correct. (12, 18) Since 
January 16, 1961, I have added an oath card to these 
procedures, but I have not required applicants to 


read and write the Preamble of the Constitution, (37) 
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Red River Parish went on permanent registration ae 
in January of 1961 and blanketed in everyone who had J 
been registered since January 1, 1957. (24) 

I do not take applications at other precincts 
and there is no rush of applicants before elec- 
tions. (33) 

The Administration of the Interpretation Test 
(a) When the test was used | , 

Jhen I started as registrar, applicants only 4 
had to fill out the LR-1 form, (6) At that time : 
anyone who desired to register got registered. (7) 

I changed this registration procedure about 1956. (7) 
I has not used the interpretation test before 1956 
because "ZI had never heard anyone else doing it." (8) 

Along about 1957 or 1958, cards were used for 
administering the interpretation test. (10) Since 
then I stopped using the cards and returned to using 
the book of the Louisiana Constitution; I got a book 
from a lawyer's office. (10) I started using the 
cards a few months after I started giving the in- 
terpretation test. (11) 

(b) How the selection of the sections is made 

Principally I used Article 1, Section 4 and 
Article 8, Section 17 of the Louisiana Constitu- 
tion. (16) "“[Slometimes I get off on another one, 
just to break the monotony, but I couldn't tell you 


which one it wase" (16) Except for the time when I 











used the cards, I limited myself pretty much to 

these two. (16) I estimate that I have given these 
two sections 99% of the time. (31) I give each one 
about an equal number of times. Because registration 
is very light since the Parish went on a permanent 
registration, I often don't remember which section 

I gave the time before. (31-32) 

I determined what sections I should give from 
the Constitution myself. (15) I selected sections 
that I could understand. (15) I didn’t understand 
the whole Constitution oA I read it at first. 

"You always have to ask something that you can answer 
yourself, you know." (15) I had studied the Louisiana 
Constitution a little bit before I started giving 

the test. (14) 

I used the cards for about three or four 
months. (18) I think I had twelve cards. (18) There 
were three questions on each card, and the applicant 
wrote his answer on the card that he was given. (18) 
The Police Jury had the cards printed up and gave 
them to me, but I don’t remember exactly know how 
I first got the cards. (19-20) The Police Jury 
told me to use the cards. (21) 

I had approximately one hundred of each type 
of card in separate bundles. (21) ‘when I would 
pick out a card for an applicant, I would know which 


card the applicant was getting. (22) I used all of 
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the cards, but "tried to give the easy ones." (22) 
One reason I stopped using the cards and went back 
to the book was that "the cards caused too much | oe 
confusion among both races, and it was trouble 
for a white man to come in and fill some of the 4 
cards out, much less a colored man." (22-23) On 
one occasion when an attorney came in, I gave him 
a pretty hard card. (23) I would select a card I nig 
thought a particular applicant was capable of | k 
answering. (24) 

I gave up the cards and went back to the book 
of the Constitution because "it was working too much as 
hardship on both races." (26) I had to reject a lot 
of people. (26) The Police Jury instructed me to 
stop using the cards. (27) I don't recall exactly 
how it was done, but they instructed me as a body 
through some oral conversation. (27) 


(c) How Interpretations are Evaluated 





I have devised my own method of testing and set 
up my own procedures. (35) It is my own decision as 
to what is a satisfactory answer to a question on 
the Constitution. (36) 

As to what I am trying to determine with the 
test: "I'm seeing if they have enough knowledge to 
tell me what they are reading, or what it is all 
about: to see if they have the knowledge to vote, to 


Be vote sensibly." (26, 30) 
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When I give the test, "I let them read 
themselves and tell me what it means." (12) I 
don*t try to give anything hard; most people who 
fail, fail before the Constitution, (12-13) 

I have never made it known that I only use two 
sections, (30) 

"I can determine whether a fellow can read and 
write while he is filling his LR-1 out}; putting the 
necessary questions that's asked on the bottom of 
the card." (38, 30) I can tell whether the applicant 
understands what he reads “[p]retty well . .. by 
the looks of his card." (38,28) 

I have never required a highly technical 
interpretation of any section that I have given. (CR 36) 
I just look for a simple explanation which will show 
me that a man understands what he reads. (CR 36) 

I would accept "freedom of religion" as an answer 
to Article 1, Section 4. (30) 
At present I give applicants three chances out 


of the book, (25) 





An applicant doesn't have to read the section 
aloud. (17) I have never had anyone ask me to 
explain the meaning of a word, but I think I would 
explain it, if asked. (17) 

No one has failed the test within the last 


year out of, say, about 200 people who registered 


during the past year. (28) Only two Negroes applied 








for registration during the past year; neither of 
them got to the interpretation test. (32) 

Jhen I gave an applicant a card, the applicant 
was supposed to answer all three questions; if he 
got one of the answers wrong, he failed. (24) I 
might give an applicant as many as three cards in 
one day. (25) "Some of those cards are pretty 
hard." (16) 

(d) ‘hat records are made 

There is no record as to the interprétation 

tests given from the book, neither the section ap- 


plicants were given nor the answers they gave. (17) 


Citizens Council Purge 


The Citizens? Council came in to my office in 
1956 and purged about 800 persons from the rolls. 


Of these, about 25 to 30 were white. (34) 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
OUITMAN CROUCH 
Registrar of Voters 
St, Helena Parish 
(P1. Ex. 21 G) 
Deposition Taken: August 25, 1962 


Background of Registrar. 


I have been Registrar of Voters for St, Helena 
Parish since June of 1959, (3) I have a high school 
education. (5) 

I was a registered voter when I became regis- 
trar. (5) When I registered I only had to fill out 


the application card. (5) 


Instructions to Registrar, 


I went to talk to Mr. Douglas Fowler who was 
director of the Board of Registration; he gave me a 
manual containing the laws concerning regis-~ 
tration. (4) The laws are plain enough so that the 
office can be run step by step from them. (4) Mr. 
Fowler’s "only advice to me was to study this pamphlet 
and run it the best wf my ability, as fair as I 
possibly could which I taken an oath to do it." (4) 

As to anyone suggesting that I start using the 
test, "it was like just general knowledge that most 
ef my friends suggested te me to run it according to 
the law to stay out of trouble, because -- in fact, 
when I taken the job, I didn't realize it was going 
to run into the complications it did. So after --~- 

I seen quick that I'd better brush up on the 


manual." (6) 














Mr. Cutrer has come to my office. (18) This 
was in connection with setting up permanent regis- Ea 
tration. He came out to explain it to the Pdiice | 
Jury. (18) 

I have not discussed either the interpretation 
test or the duties and obligations tests with anyone 
from the state other than the Attorney General's 
office and the description of my procedures that I 
gave to a man from the Sovereignity Commission. (18) 

I have set up the procedures on my own by refer- 
ring to state law. (13) 

I did not accede to the request of the White 
Citizens Council, (CR 19) Other than the White 
Citizens there has been no one who has tried to 
influence the way I run the office. (CR 20) I 
asked the Attorney General's office for advice about 
the citizenship test, but the idea of giving it was 
my own. (CR 20) I got ie idea from the pamphlet 
of registration laws, the State Constitution, and 
the Civil Rights Hearings in New Orleans, (CR 20) 
There has been no official who has tried to have me 
run the office in a manner that would deprive anyone 
of the opportunity to register. (CR 20) No one in 
an official position has tried to have me discrimi- 
nate against Negroes. (CR 20) 

Some members of the White Citizens Council came 
to talk to me the first day I was in office. "{Tlhey 


more or less wanted me to run it to suit them, and I 
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told them I would run it according to state law." (16) 
Senator Rainach was with them but I don't E 
whether the Senator was on the Joint Legislative a 
Committee or not. (17) They wanted me to accept E 
all the challenges of voters that they had; they 
were challenging cards that were improperly filled E 
out. (17) PO ya 
I had someone visit my office from the Sover- 
eignity Commission but I don't remember his name; 
the man asked questions about the procedures of my 
office much like the questions at this depo- a 
sition, (17) DE 
In addition to reading the Constitution, I have o 
read a good bit from the library, "I haven't made 
any effort to try to get any books from an attorney 
yet." (19) I have not discussed the sections I 
use with the Attorney General or members of his 


staff. (19) 


General Registration Procedures. 


I have given applicants a test in addition to 
the interpretation test. (13) This test is the ' 
test of "the understanding of the form of government 
of the United States," (14) It consists of 
questions such as who is commander-in-chief of the 
United States Armed Forces and how many Senators are 
elected from each state to the United States 


Senate. (14) An applicant is asked four questions 











and must get two correct, I have twelve questions 
in all. (14) 

These questions were devised by the Attorney 
General's office; I started using these questions 
in August 1961. (14) “I called the Attorney 
General to discuss it with him, and I realized that 
I wasn't doing it, and I figured if it was the state 
law, I better start doing it. So I called Mr. 
Gremillion, and he sent them out to me." (14-15) 

He only sent the 12 questions: he did not suggest 

how many questions I should ask each applicant or 

what applicants would have to answer or how many 

they would have to have correct, (15) That part 

was strictly my own idea. (15) The Attorney 

General provided me with answers to the questions. (15) 
I have not published the questions, but I am not 
required to do so. (15) 

The reason I started using this test was because 
it was brought out in the Civil Rights Hearings that 
registrars were suppose to, (16) Wo one suggested 
that I should be asking such questions and no one 
came to my office to discuss my registration pro- 
cedures and policies other than people who came 


around to ask what they have to do to register, (16) 


The Administration of the Interpretation Test, 


(a) When the test was used. 
"Well, I started -- the manual requires for a 
person to be able to interpret a section of the 


Constitution, so I -- there happened to be a section 
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of the Constitution in the office, so I decided to 
start with those, required them to read a certain 
section of the Constitution, and fill out the appli- 
cation on their own, without assistance from anyone,” 
To my knowledge this was the first ime that the 
interpretation test had been used in St, Helena 
Parish, (5) The decision to start using this test 
"was a decision I arrived from by reading the 
pamphlet, In other words, it was required by 
law." (5-6) 
(b) How the selection of sections is made, 

I use only the Louisiana Constitution because I 
dontt have a Federal Constitution in the office, (13) 

I have a copy of the Louisiana State Consti- 
tution, amended through 1954, in my office (6) "I 
went through it and picked out some of the shorter, 
more Simple ones that I figured the average person 
would be more apt to interpret, T I realized 
that most of them were like me, theytre not lawyers, 
attorneys, whatever, It would be a hardship on them 
to have to get some long well-worded section." (7,10) 
At first I used the sections in the Bill or Rights, 
then later I used some of the shorter sections at 
other places in the Constitution, (7) When an appli-~ 
cant is asked to interpret, "I just open the book and 
tell him to read this section and give me a reasons 
able interpretation of it," (7) The applicant 
doesntt have to read the section out loud but he 


does give an oral interpretation of it. (7) 











I select the provisions; I selected them without | oe 
advice from anyone. (8) I give the following ae 
Sections of the Louisiana Constitution: the Bill of 3 
Rights, Article I, Sections 1 through 7; Article III, E 
Section 31 and Section 37; Article XIX, Section 3; 
Article III, Section 19, Article VI of Section 19; 
and Article VII, Section 47. (9-10) "[T]he first 
year or so I was in the office I just stuck with 
the Bill of Rights." (10) I used dirrerent sections 
later on because the pages with the Bill of Rights 
got dirty from so much use, When someone comes in 
"I just flip to one and then just note -~ like I say 
I have cards on them. I just reach and pick up the 
book and hand them one." (10) All of the sections 
I give pretty well explain themselves, (10) 

(c) How interpretations are evaluated, 


I do not require an applicant answering the 





interpretation test to give an answer that shows that 
the applicant understands the section as well as I 
do, because I have a chance to read the sections ali 
the time while "the person just has it put to him 
right there in front of him, and like I say, most 
times some of them are kind of nervous anyway 


because of the outside talk on the office that --~" (18) 





Kei A person should have a reasonable understanding of 
the provisions. (18) I won't accept as satisfactory 
oe an interpretation of an Article that I have not 


be” given the applicant, (19) 
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An explanation of the section in the Bill of — 
Rights dealing with due process of law would be all 
right if it stays in line "because like I say, I 
realize that the average layman -- that they are -- e 
that most of them are scared and confused, seems 
like, when they come in the office, because it's 
new to them," (11) My copy has bold face 3 
headings. (11) I have accepted "freedom of : 
religion" as an answer to Article I, Section 4. (12) 
Generally it will be something else; many times 
they go into the history of the United States. (12) 
As to Article III, Section 31 most of them just 
"sive me the answer that it's doing with the setting 
up of the legislative bureau, membership, duties, 
something like that." (12) 

I do not teli applicants the meanings of words 


or publish a list of the sections that I use. (12) 





There is nothing in the law which requires me to 
publish such a list, (13) 

I am the sole judge of what is a correct interpre- 
tation, (13) The use of oral answers rather than 
written answers is my own idea. (13) In order not 
to discriminate against Negroes I am more lenient 
with Negroes than with white applicants since I am 
aware that I would be subjected to penalties under 


both state and federal law if I discriminated. (CR 21) 
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(d) What records are made, 

I make a note on the oath card as to what 
section applicants were given, the date they are 
born, the date they were in the office. (7) If 
they give a reasonable interpretation I put "o.k." 
on the card; if they fail, I put "fail". (8) I 
have made these notes only since the start of 
1961. (8) I only have a record of about 5 or 6 
interpretations that voters have given. (8) These 
were instances where the applicant requested that 
he be allowed to write his interpretation and I 


let him write it on the bottom of the oath card, (8) 











Summary of the Deposition of E 
CHARLES H. CRAIN 
Registrar of Voters 
Jinn Parish 
(Pl. Ex. 21 H) 
Deposition Taken; October 8, 1962 


I have a ninth grade education and have been registrar 
Since March 1962. (3) 


At the time I became registrar, the parish was in 




















the middle of the change over to permanent registration 
and I continued this process. (3) 

An applicant “filled out the card just like they 
had been doing. They had one card to fill out." (4) 
I have never required an applicant to interpret any 
provision of the Constitution. (4) "I haven't had any a? 
order not -~ to require it." No one has suggested that 
I ought to require it. (4) I have had no trouble with 
the Citizens! Council since I took over. "They haven't 


been in here since I came in." (4) 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
PAULINE A. CULPEPPER 
Registrar of Voters 

Bienville Parish 
(PL. EX. 21 I} 


Deposition Taken: August 21, 1962 


l. Background of Registrar 


I have been registrar since March of 1950, (3) 





I have a high school education. (4) Before becoming 
registrar I worked as a clerk and bookkeeper. (5) 

I was registered before I took office; when I 
registered then, I only filled out an application form. (9) 
2. Instructions to Registrar 


No one explained to me about the job, (5) I 





found out how to run the office from reading the laws of 
the State of Louisiana. (5) 

The Police Jury "called me into one of their 
meetings in November of 1955 and asked me to start complying 
with the registration laws." (8) They were not any more 

specific than that. (8) 


When I first started using the interpretation 





: . test, no one instructed me as to how it was to be applied; 
| I did not consult anyone about it. (11) All I have learned 
about the Constitution is from self-study. (14) 
I have received no new instructions from the 
— State recently.. (30) 
No one from the Sovereignty Commission has 
Spoke to me. (30) Nor has anyone from the Joint 


tent 


a Legislative Committee on Segregation spoke to me, (31) 
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3. General Registration Procedures 

The first thing I give applicants now is the oath 
card, (21) I have also added the requirements that they 
read the preamble to the Constitution of the State of 
Louisiana and write a portion of it from dictation. (21) 
These additions come in the ae ee before they get the 
application card. After they finish the application form 
they take the interpretation test. (21) I started using 
the oath and preamble about the time I received the letter 
from the State Board of Registration dated January 16, 
1961, (22) I use the preamble to see if they can read. (22) 
I turn them down if they can't read. I would consider an 
error in pronunciation or Spelling of the preamble a 
reason for rejection, (22-24) 

When I first started giving the interpretation 
test I had people identify themselves, then I gave them a 
small section of the Constitution to read and then I gave 
them the application form. (10) After the Police Jury 
told me to comply with the laws, I became more strict on 
the identification requirements. (9) 

Although I used to, I no longer register people 
in the precincts, (29) When I did, the procedures were 
the same as when I was in my office. I only take one 
appiieation at a time. (29) 

I have never rushed anyone. (29) If there is 
anyone who has not had a chance at closing time I stay after 
hours. (29) Since permanent registration, I estimate the 


most applicants I get are about ten to twelve sitting at 


one time, (29) 





Aara 


4. The Administration of the Interpretation Test 

(a) When the best War used. 

I didn't use the test when I first started out be- 
cause the registrar before me had not used it. (9) "[A]t 
that time I would just give them a registration card and ask 
them their age, where they lived in the state and parish, | a 
and then I would give them the application card and they : 
filled it out, and I would register them." (6) That was 
under periodic registration; now the Parish is on permanent 
registration. (6) They had to be able to fill out their 
application form, otherwise, they would be turned down; 
however, illiterates could register if they had two persons 
to sign an affidavit for them. (6) 

In November of 1955, I began using the in- 
terpretation test. (8) 

(b) How tke selection of sections is made, : X 

I started using E E TAR Constitution 
because I thought people would be more familiar with 


it. (11) I found a book of the Louisiana Constitution in 





the office when I took over. (13) 
I do not useall of:thesections,. (13) I have used 
only the following sections for a long, long time. (13) 


Article 1, Sections 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, and 11; Article 2, 
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Section 1; Article 3, Sections 1 and 37; Article 10, Sec- 
om a tion 16; and Article 14, Sections 1, 2, and 29, (14) 
"Just in looking over the constitution and reading and study- 
ing it, I thought they would be the ones to use, ones that I 


a could understand better myself." (14) 





I used these aecdiows foughly from November 1955 
until November 1960 when I changed procedures somewhat. (14) 
I still ask the same questions. (20) 

When I give an applicant the test: "I just open 
the Constitution and whichever one I want to, I just give 
it to them, because they're all about the same length," (16). 
I make the choice at random among the sections that I 
use, (16) "I have my copy marked, theones that I use, (17) 

When illiterates could register, I selected their 
provisions in the same way but would read the section to 
them, (17, 18) 

(c) How interpretations are evaluated 

When an applicant comes in, "I give them the 
peek, and they keep the book until they have explained 
the section to me. * * * I don't mean for them to give it 
word for word; just to explain’ it in their own words, what 
it means to them," (17) I do not ask an applicant to 
define a word, (18). 

I am testing an applicant to see if he under- 
stands the Constitution, (31) I would not say that my 
test was to see if applicants understand the provision they 
are given as well as the ordinary citizen, (33) "[j]ust 
so it satisfies me, that's all. (33) Any reasonable 
interpretation satisfies me, (CR 34) 

The thing that I am testing by the interpretation 
tests is "[t]heir qualification to register." (25) 
An answer is acceptable "if he explains it the way I 
understand it ... » (26) For Article 10, Section 16, 


one of the sections I use, an applicant would have to 








understand what "rolling stock" and what “not domiciled" 
in the state mean. (26-27) If he does ndt, he would be 
rejected, (27) 

"I'11 give them several sections, and then if 
they don't, well I"11 tell them they can come back at any 
time they want to; tell them to copy the constitution and 
study it." (27) 

When an applicant comes in, I will give him three 
different sections;he passes if they can answer anyone 
satisfactorily. (28) Even when rushed I give them three 
chances to interpret the constitution. (29) 

I do not understand everything in the Louisiana 
Constitution, (13) 

I will tell an applicant when he leaves whether 
he has passed or not, (28) 

(Cd) What records are made 

There is no record kept either of the questions 
asked or the answers given. (18) Sometime after 1960, 

I started giving the application cards before giving the in- 
terpretation test so that I would have a record in the 
files. (19) Prior to this change any one whose application 


appeared in the records must have passed the interpreta- 


tion test, (19) 


5. Citizens Council Purge 
In 1956 the Citizens Council inspected the 


voter registration records, (30) 











Summary of the Deposition of 
WOODROW W. FARRAR 
Registrar of Voters F 
Union Parish B 
(PL. EX, 21 J) es 

Deposition Taken: August 23, 1962 
1. Background of Registrar 

I have been registrar since January 1954, (2) 

I have a college degree. (2) 

I was already registered when I became 
registrar. (2) When I registered, I only had to fill 
out an application form. (3) 

2. Instructions to Registrar 

When I took over the office, "I had with me, 
who is deputy now, a lady who had been working in the 
Registrar's office for some time, I don't know exactly 
how long; and she went through it as much as she could and 
helped me as much as she could and then I read the registra- 
tion procedure time and time again .,.,. ." (3) 

I started to use the interpretation test because, 
"according to the state law, in order for a person to be- 
come fully qualified to vote, that is part of the procedure; 
I just hand't been applying it before, * * * I wasn't 
urged to apply it and there was no demand for it, and I 
just didn't apply it. * * * [W]e work for the Police Jury, 
and the only thing they've ever asked of me is to apply the 
law impartially to everybody, and to go to the letter of 


the law, and I do that." (4-5) I think it was 1956 that 


I talked to the Police Jury about applying the law. (5) 














"I can't give you any exact reason, I just started using 


the a . e adding the constitutional part to the registra- 
tion procedure," (6) Other than the Police Jury, "just 
any reliable citizen that you talk to, well he'll just say, 
"Well, apply the law;' that . . . that's all that I do,” (6) 

"I wasn't required to consult with anybody so I 
didn’t consult with anybody about using the interpretation." (7) 
"I went according to the instructions on the registration 
procedures, * * * We had an outline in the ,.. it’s a 
little booklet put out by the Secretary of State; it 
condenses the laws," (7) 

If other registrars happen to have a different 
procedure, it's their business, I don't meddle with it. 
"I go according to instructions as they are explained to 
me and as I interpret it. . .." (16) It was my own deci- 
Sion to use the procedures that I follow, (17) No one 
advised me to do it the way I do, (17) 
3, General Registration Procedures 

The first thing I ask someone I don't know is for 
some identification, then I give him an application form to 
fill out, (6) If it is filled out properly, I ask him to 
interpret a clause of the United States Constitution or the 
Constitution of Louisiana. (7). I don't think this order 
has been changed since 1956. (7) 

If someone fails to fill out their application 
form satisfactorily I stop them at that point. (15) "I tell 
him [the applicant] there, I tell him how many errors there 


are. I don't point them out on the card, but I tell him how 

















many errors there are on his card," (16) I would also 
tell him if he failed on the interpretation test, (16) 
4. The Administration of the Interpretation Test 

(a) When the test was used 

"When we first started we followed the same 
procedure that my predecessor did, just filling out the 
application form." (4) Since then, in the latter part of 
1956, about the time of purge of the rolis, I started using 
the interpretation test. (4) I have given an interpre- 
tation test to everybody who has registered in Union 
Parish, (14) 

(b) How the selestion of sections is made 

I give the interpretation test from a book of 
the United States Constitution, and a book of the State 
Constitution, (7) “[Wle stick with the Bill of Rights, 
because I don't add the constitution interpretation to 
my registration procedure with the intention of dis- 
qualifying anybody, I do it to meet the full requirement 
of the law." (8) I use the Bill of Rights from both 
Constitutions, (8) 

"I may be too lax on them, I don't know, but if 
he fails to interpret the first clause that I give him, 
I'11 give him two more at least and see if he can in- 
terpret them; and then if he does nothing with them, many 
times . . a I haven't done that all times, but many times 
I have asked him just to pick out any part of the constitu- 
tion and see if he could interpret that, * * x [w]e have 


a right to select any clause that we want to, * * * I just 











open the book and pick out one that I want him to in- 
terpret. * * * It's just about a ene~mene-minee-mo situa- 
tion; I don't particularly try to match any clause to any 
particular person." I mostly use the Bill of Rights from 
the State Constitution, They only have to interpret one 
clause, (8-9) 

I don’t require an interpretation of a whole 
clause: for example, in Article 1, Section 2 of the Bill 
of Rights, I will just ask them to interpret, "No person 
Shall be deprived of life, liberty or property except by 
due process of law." (9) 

I can't say exactly which one I have used since 
I started using the test. (10) 

(c) How interpretations are evaluated 

I have the applicant read the section out loud 
and tell me what it means. (10) As to who determines 
whether an interpretation is satisfactory, "that’s left up 
to the individual Registrar exclusively right now," (17) 

I would accept “freedom of religion" as an 
answer to Article 1, Section 4, (12) The book I use has 
a bold heading on Article 1, Section 4, "Freedom of 
Religion," but "a lot of them fail to see it." (12) 

I don't think the law providing for the interpre- 
tation test was designed to test whether a person is able 
to read or write (12) "I'm just asking him if he can 
interpret the part that I gave him, in order for him to meet 
the full requirement to register, that's my only incentive. 


* * * If I think he's on the right track and understands 
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what he's talking about, and he gives me one of those : eer 
answers like that, I accept it; and I think I'm right in | 
accepting it." (13) I don’t try to disqualify anyone, 

I just try to follow the law. (14) I wouldn't give a 
lawyer a more difficult question than I would give 

anyone else, (14) 

There are some sections of the Constitution I 
don't ask anyone to interpret, (15) "I know there are 
parts of this constitutien that I couldn't anymore tell 
you what it means than if I didn't exist, and I couldn't 
expect a person . e . you asked me how much education I 
had, I told you I have my BS Degree, Well, I’m not 
bragging about that, understand, but a lot of people 
haven't been that fortunate; and if I don't understand it 
myself, I couldn’t expect a person maybe a fifth, sixth or 
seventh grade education to interpret it." (15) 

(d) What records are made 

I have no records of the clauses that people 
who passed were asked to interpret, but I do for people 
who have failed, (10) On the application form, I write, 
"failed to interpret" and give the part of the Constitution 
that the applicant failed to interpret. (11) The answers 


are given orally so there's no record of what the answer. 


was, (11) 











Summary of the Deposition of 
MARY C., FLOURNOY 
Former Registrar of Voters 
Winn Parish 
(P1. Ex. 21 K) 
Deposition Taken: October 8, 1962 


Background of Registrar 


I was registrar in Winn Parish from 1957 to 1962, 
(3) I have a ninth grade education, (3) 

I was removed from office March 12, 1962, by the 
State Board of Registration, (16) No one ever ex- 
pressed dissatisfaction with my operation of the office, 
(16) 

When I registered, I only had to fill out an 


application cards; there was no interpretation test, 


(4) 


Instructions to Registrar 


Appendix C of the Complaint is a like letter that 
I got when I was told to use the cards. (7) I got a 
similar letter from the Joint Legislative Committee. 
(7) While the letter is dated 1958, I didn?t start 
to use the cards until 1960 because I didn?t get 
cards until November. Possibly I got the cards in 
1959, (7) 

I did not study anything as to what would be a 
reasonable interpretation, (17) No one ever explained 


the clauses to me, I could understand most of then, 


but I did ask Mr. Rainach about some of them, (17) 








I attended a meeting of the State Board of 
Registration and the Joint Legislative Committee 
in Alexandria. (17) Rainach and Shaw and one or 
two local fellows spoke about the test. "It was the 
same thing over and over, I didn?t pay too much 
attention to it, but it was just a segregation talk," 
At the meeting they passed out the booklet that is 
Appendix A to the Complaint in this case (The Xey to 
Victory). (18) I also got a copy in the mail. 

They didn?t pass out the constitutional test cards 
at the meeting; we already had them, I went to 

the meeting because "all of the registrars were, in 
a manner, required to go in this section," 

Appendix A (The Key to Victory) is a little book- 
let that Mr. Rainach brought down, but he didn't tell 
me to use the test cards. (12) The newspaper article 
that quotes me as saying that Mr. Rainach told me 
that if I couldn*t fail them any other way, I could 
pull those constitutional reading cards on them is 
correct. (13) “I told Mr. Rainach I would not do 
it." (CR 22) While I was in office, there was no 
method of discrimination against Negroes who tried 
to register. (CR 22) 

After Mr. Rainach came to my office, I sought 
the advice of the Attorney General who told me that 
I could use the test but not for discrimination, 


(CR 21) I wrote to Mr. Gremillion "[b]ecause Mr. Rainach 














wanted me to pull those hard cards on colored people," 


(CR 21) I did not follow Mr. Rainach because I did 
not consider him to be my superior; I considered the 
Attorney General my superior. (CR 21) 

General Registration Procedures 

[No testimony taken directly pertaining to this 
subject matter. ] 

The Administration of the Interpretation Test 
(Ca) When the test was used, 

When she became registrar, the only thing she 
required applicants to do was to fill out the appli- 
cation form, (4) "You had to answer all questions 
on it.” (4) 

From November 1960 until April 1961, She required 
applicants to interpret the Constitution, (4) I gave 
the test to everyone both white and Negro alike, (CR 19) 

I stopped giving the test in 1961. (7) I didn?t 
give any other test, (8) I stopped giving the test 
because "Hugh [Sic] Charles Mitchell in Shreveport came 
out publicly that he was not using the cards ~= you 
know, in the paper. And I said until they got uniform 
laws, I wouldn't use them. Until every parish had to 
use those laws, you know, I wouldntt use them." (8) 
That is the reason I stopped using the test and went 
back to using only the application form. (8) The 


interpretation test caused a lot of friction with some 


people, (8) 
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(b) How the selection of sections is made. 

I? used the cards that are attached to the com- 
plaint in this case as Appendix B. (5) The cards 
were sent to me by the State; they came to me in the 
mail; I do not know exactly who sent them, (7) 

When an applicant came in, I took a card "at a 
random from the drawer and handed it to him." (5, 17) | 
"twle never did pick any out, wetd just select one 
at random," (5) 

(c) How interpretations are evaluated, 

J would have applicants tell me "the meaning, 
what the card meant, read it and tell us what the 
card meant," (6-5) They had to read all three Sec- 
tions out loud, but were only required to explain one 
of them, correctly. An applicant would pass if he 
was not able to explain two of the three sections, so 
long as he answered the third one correctly, (6) The 
answers were oral. (6) Applicants did not have any 
trouble answering most of the provisions, (5) 

Most of the complaints I got about the interpre- 
tation test came from white people. (CR 19) Three 
white people and one Negro failed the test that I 
gave. (CR 19) Not too many registered during that 
time. (CR 19) 

(d) What records are made. 
There was no record kept of the card applicants 


received. Even if they failed, there was no notation made 


on the card as to the section they tried to interpret. (6) 
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5. Citizens Council Purge 

In 1958, "Mr. Rainach ~- it seemed to me at that 
time, he wanted to take over the office," (9) Mr. 
Rainach and Mr. .Shaw came to my office: Mr, Garrett 
was not with them. (9) Stanley Smith, who I be- 
lieve was president of the Citizens* Council was 
with them and Hiram Wright, a member of the Citizens? 
Council and an Attorney was also there. They made 
photostatic copies of some of the cards. (9) They 
challenged about 29 or 30 voters; about seven of 
these were white persons. (10) "I asked them to 
take the cards as they come and challenge the defects, 
not considering anybody, you know==to just anybody's 
card that had a defect, challenge it, Itd cooperate, 
But they didntt want to do it like that.* * * Those 


people wanted to pick out the cards,and that'*ts why 





we had trouble. * * * They brought a list along of 
the people that they wanted to challenge, and they 
picked out that card in the file," (10) 

There were cards of white persons they didn?t 
challenge that tad the same mistakes that they 
challenged Negro cards for. (11) "The funny part, 
they had defects on their own cards == * * * and they 
got their cards and corrected them, That's where we 
had a real scrap." (11) 

I locked Senator Rainach out of my office so 


he created real trouble, I was called to testify 











before the full committee, (11) "They gave me a 
clean bill of fare, All of those committee members, 
except Rainach, said they would have done the same 
thing, They all, you know, agreed that what he was 
trying to do was not right," (11) 

I had trouble with the Citizens? Council again 
in 1959, they were challenging voters. (13) They 
were challenging mostly Negroes and a few whites. 
They left the whites on the rolls who had the same 
errors as the Negroes that they challenged. (14) 

[At this point, Mr. Kron objected stating that the 
questions asked concerning the purges conducted by the 
Citizens* Council are not relevant to the issues in 
this case.] (14) 

I disagreed with the methods used by Mr. Rainach 
and Mr. Shaw and the members of the Citizens* Council 
who came into my office. (CR 20) I refused to con» 
duct her office according to their methods. (CR 20) 
+I didn't think that what they were trying to do was 
right." (CR 20) I thought it was discriminatory and 
illegal. (CR 20) I did not have a policy of trying 


to keep Negroes from registering. (CR 20) 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
MRS. WANDA G., GIBSON 
Registrar of Voters 

Lincoln Parish 
(Pl. Ex. 21 L) 
Deposition taken: October 9, 1962 


Background of Registrar 


I have been registrar since January 26 and 27 
1961. (3) 
Instructions to Registrar 

[No testimony taken directly pertaining to 
this subject matter. ] 
General Registration Procedures 

I have not varied my procedures during a rush 
prior to an election. (7) 
The administration of the Test 
(a) ‘When the test was used. 

I gave the interpretation test when I first 
took office in January 1961. (3) 

I use the written citizenship test with multiple- 
choice questions, not an oral interpretation 
test. (8) 
(b) How the selection of the sections is made 

Then I first took office I gave an interpretation 
test from a book of the State Constitution. (3) 

I wouldn't say I limited myself to any certain 
sections in the book, "but I did use mostly. the 
section on the registration laws, because I know 


that better than any other, and it is more simple, 





I think. I didn't go and find something real hard 
for them to interpret. Some think that the average 
person would knowe * * * I just usually open my book 
and found a law. I didn't say this person cœ ld 
interpret so and so or so and so, because all of them 
to me are about the same as far as interpretation." (5) 
I gave the following section: Article 8, Sections 1- 
23 (the registration law); and Article 1, Sections 1, 
2, 3 and 4 which are in the Louisiana Bill of Rights. (6) 
I used these sections "[bJecause I understand them. 
I'm not a lawyer." (6) And "i figured that the 
average person can interpret that." (6) I have never 
asked anyone to interpret the Tenth Amendment to 
the United States Constitution because i don't have 
that book in my office. (7) 

I decided what sections to use. (7) 
(c) How Interpretations are Evaluated 

I would have the applicant read a section out 
loud and give an oral explanation of it. (3) I was 
the sole judge as to the adequacy of any interpreta- 
tion. (7) 

T never used the interpretation test as a means 
to deprive Negroes of the right to register and 
vote. (CR 8) Since January of 1961, approximately 
15 persons were rejected because of the interpreta- 
tion test. (CR 9) I estimate about 10 of these are 


Negroes. Perhaps one of these came back and was 
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accepted. Some of the rejects have not been for the 
interpretation test. (CR 9) 

There are 713 Negroes registered in this Parish. 
Of this number, about 700 have registered since I 
have been in office. (CR 10) 
(d) What Records are Made 

She has a reject file. (CR 8) I made no notation 
of the section they were asked to interpret, unless 
they couldn't do it, then I made a record of the 
section. (4) In a few instances there may be a 
record of the answers they gave, because some of 
the people who were having a difficult time tried to 


write the answer. (4-5) 








Summary of the Deposition of 
MRS. '?)h H. HATTON 
Registrar of Voters 
Franklin Parish 
(Pl. Ex. 21 M) 
Deposition Taken: Augwt 22, 1962 


Background of Registrar | Pa 


I became deputy registrar of voters August 1, 
1940, and registrar November 1942. (2) I have a | i 
high school education, (2) 
Instructions to the Registrar 
I felt the system I had been using was satis- 
factory, but then “you always have somebody that's 
ahead of you; you have your bosses to please, and ` 
ie they ask you to do something, you want to try 
to please them in what you're doing. * * * Well, it 
wasn't a matter of satisfaction with me, I was there 
to do a job." (5-6) 
I was urged at a convention I attended and by 
the Police Jury "to strictly go by the law, the 
registration law." (3) This was the State convention 
of registrars. (4) I don't recall who was at this 
meeting to urge the registrars to do this. (4) The 
Police Jury urged me "just to go by any part of the 
law that said do something, just to do that." (4) 
"[T]here was a meeting held somewhere, I don't 
recall where the meeting was held; but anyway it was 
suggested that we carry this into effect by the card 
system." (8) I don't know what kind of a meeting it 


was but the President of the Police Jury went with 
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me. (8) I think the Attorney General was there 
too. (8) I don't recall if any representative of 
the Board of Registration or Mr. Rainach was 
there. (8) No one explained how the cards were to 
be used. (8) The cards were discussed by the 
Police Jury at different times. (9) 

I don't know where I got the test cards. It 
may have been the Attorney General's office that 
recommended the cards to mes; I didn't make them up 
myself. (7) 

When I first got the cards I may not have under- 
stood them all by just reading them over the first 
time; but I don’t recall asking anyone about the 
meaning of any of the sections. (13) It was my 
decision to apply the test in the manner I have 
used. (18) 

I understand what "venue" means. "I just 


learned. * * * I didn’t inquire of anybody «e.s ." (17) 


General Registration Procedures 


I dontt remember at what step I gave the test 
at first, whether it was before the application form 
or after. (9) Today the applicant takes the oath 
first, then the interpretation test, and then fills 
out the LR-1 form. (9-10) But I hand all the cards 


to an applicant at once and he completes them 


The Administration of the Interpretation Test 


(a) ‘hen was test used 


From the time I first was in the office, until 
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1958 or 1959, when I started the interpretation 
test an applicant only had to fill out an application 
form. (3) 

I gave the interpretation test during the last 
period. (CR 21) If someone passed the interpretation 
test during the last period, he would have to take 
the test again in this period when he applied. (22) 
(b) How the selection of the sections is made 

"I just decided that a card system would be a 
petter system for me, because I had a small office, 
and so I had the cards printed." (7) Appendix B to 
the Complaint appears to contain the cards I use. (7) 

The set of cards I use has 24 cards to it. (13) 
"I just shuffle the cards, and whatever card I pick 
is the one that the applicant gets. (14) I have 
them stacked in a drawer, and as they come in I just 
get three cards [test form, application form and oath] 
and give them to them." (14, 9) I try to arrange 
the stacks 3o that there are no two cards of same 
*est cards in order. (14) I just take the one on 
top of the pile as applicants come in. (15) 

If the applicant hasn't satisfactorily answered 
ee I just give him a new card. (15) "I don't 
just qualify anybody, they just maybe give up and 
go on. Maybe they*l1l come back at a later date, 


and maybe they will fill it in, interpret the 

















constitution OK." (15-16) I have never selected 

a card so as to make it more difficult for any 
particular applicant. (CR 20) I take the cards 

as they are stacked in the drawer. I do not select 
the card to fit the situation. (CR 20) 

(c) How Interpretations are Evaluated 

On the test I am trying to see if a person is 
able to interpret a portion of the Constitution. 

He must be able to satisfy me that he understands 
what is written. (17) He must give "a reasonable 
interpretation," that is, the understanding of an 
average man. (18) I am the sole judge as to whether 
his answers are satisfactory. (18) 

My standard is far below what one would expect. 
of an average man since I have never rejected any- 
one. (CR 20) I couldntt say that I have just ever 
really turned anybody down on the test. * * * May- 
be they would get part of it right, and maybe they 
wouldn't get the LR card all right." (10) I have 
read over each of the cards several times and have 
come to a conclusion as to what a reasonable interpreta- 
tion of the sections would be. (CR 19) 

"T tell them to take it and read it; just dis- 
regard that it's from the constitution, because it 
scares them; and I tell them just interpret the 


words, and then write it under each clause.” (12) 


An applicant only has to get two of the three 











correct. (12) *“[I]f they have one that they 
interpret to my satisfaction: then if the other 
two are not just like I would, but if its some- 
thing in reason I would count it.” (12-13) But 
if they leave two blanks and get one right that 
wouldn't be sufficient. (13) I would ask them to 
complete it or give them another card. I would give 
them as many chances as they wanted. (13) This 
would be true even if there was a rush. (13) 
Applicants who did not register always come back 
and I don't remember any who have not passed. (CR 16) 
I make my decision as to applicant after all 
the forms are completed. (CR 11) 
I have a deputy who has worked with me since 
1948 or 1949, The deputy “usually will hand the card 
to me and ask me to = ask me my decision on it." (18) 
Sometimes the deputy will pass on one herself, (18) 
The 150 Negroes now registered are the only 
ones who have come in to register. I have not 
rejected a single Negro since 1961. (CR 21) 
(d) What Records are Made 
The test cards are answered in writing under 
each of the three clauses on the card. (12) Asa 
result of never rejecting anyone I don't have a 


rejected card. I have saved the cards of persons 


who have given up. (16) 














Summary of the Deposition of 
MRS. Je E. JONES 
Former Registrar of Voters 
Lincoln Parish 
(Pl. Ex. 21 N) 
Deposition taken: October 9, 1962 


Background of Registrar 


I was registrar from 1940 up to the beginning of 
1961. (3) I have had two terms of college. (10) 
Instructions to Registrar 

[No testimony directly pertaining to this subject 
matter was taken, | 
General Registration Procedures 

[No testimony directly relating to this subject 
matter was taken, | 
The Administration of the Interpretation Test 
(a) When the test was used, 

When I first assumed office "I had the registra- 
tion law in a little pamphlet, and a form that was 
printed step by step according to the law," (3) ‘Ald 
the applicanthad to do was fill out the LR-1 form. (4) 
At first I did not require applicants to read or interpret 
any provision of the Constitution. (4) "I was under 
bond to try to =~~ to know who would be competent to 
register or whether they wre qualified. That's the 
thing I had to do, was to judge whether or not they 
were competent,* * * We didn't have it drawn up as 
such then, but I always had them to understand -- they 


had to read, they had to write, and had to interpret a 
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portion if I read it. Now, that was on that application 
should I see fit to read it, but it didn’t demand that 
I read it, but if Itd see fit then I would. If I 
doubted whether they were competent to be a voter." (4) 

Later, I started to usé the interpretation test 
Pbeciusè of pressure we clearly followed the law and 
let each person know and read for themselves -- I begun 
to pass the law ~~ the passages out to them and let 
them read then, so they wouldn't think it was just me 
pouring it on them, It was necessary to make it clear 
to them." (5) 

There weren't as many applicants when I first 
took the job. (7) “They didn*tt everybody try to 
register then that wasntt qualified, That was only 
when the needs arrived that I started doing that. 
* * 7 [y]ou just ought to have been here and see 
them, Theytd bring in the applications == have them 
all written off, mimeograph forms in their laps or 
in their hands, or something == just bushels of them, 
They'd give them to them out at the churches, and they 
had learned them off by heart. If I didntt have them 
to read it, well, I wouldntt -~= and had to interpret 
those passages I never would know, because they were 
copied," (7) 

I do not know when I first started using the 


test on everyone; I cannot relate it to any other 


event. (8) 








I have been giving the test ever since I took 
office, but I doesn*t recall the time when I began 
to give it to everyone. (9) 

I do not remember too well because I have tried 
to erase everything about the job from my mind. (9) 
I am 68 years old, (CR 9) 

When I first became registrar, I only gave the 
test to some applicants "because I could tell when 
they were qualified and when they weren't, so far as 
reading and writing and interpreting," (11) When 
I became registrar I pretty well knew everyone in 
Lincoln Parish. (CR 12) At the beginning, I just 
used my common sense to determine who would get the 
test. (CR 12) If an attorney came in I didn't think 
I had to give it. (CR 12) 

I didn't apply the test to everyone because it 
wasntt necessary until the flood gates were open and 
these people were rushing in on Me (CR 13) “Well, 
they had the colored lined up here, They just hauled 
them in by the busloads, and so, something had to be 
done, Some type of test had to come about, because 
they taught them the night before how to fill them 
out." (CR 13-14) 

I gave the test "if it was necessary before that, 
T had been at it all the time, Mr. Ragan, There has 
been a lot of people -=~ it*s not just colored people, 
there have been a lot of people that couldn't register 


under my registration." (14) 
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(b) How the Selection of sections is made, 

I gave them a section of the Louisiana Constitution 
out of a book. (5) As to how I decided what paragraph 
they would read, "I didn?t decide, I just turned 
through there, and just anything I turned on and wanted 
to I just went ahead, and they would read it." (6) I 
didn*t use all the sections. "I always gave them in 
it something simple that they would actually know," 
but I do not remember which ones I did give them, (6) 
I didn?t always give the same section, (7) "I picked 
out what I thought would be good for that particular 
individual.'"t (7) 

(c) How interpretations are evaluated, 

I would open the book, have them read part of it 
out loud, and then explain what it meant. (5) 

(d) What records are made, 

I made no record of the section given or the 
applicant's answer, (506) "Why would I, when they've 
already sworn me in to do it -= to be responsible for 
it, what would I want to do all of that for? That 
wasn't required of me," (6) 

My records will indicate that many white and 


colored were turned down, (CR 14) 


Citizens ..ouncil Purge 


Before the Eisenhower-Stevenson election of 1956 
the Citizens Council asked for permission and came in 


and purged the rolls. (8) 


I do not recall how many voters were challenged 
in 1956 by the Citizens Council. (10) The Council 
challenged everybody from Tech. professors to the 
state auditor, (10) The Council notified me in 
advance that they were going to check the records, 


(10) I never attended any of their meetings. (11) 























Summary of the Deposition of 
CHARLES S, KILBOURNE 
Former Registrar of Voters 
East Feliciana Parish 
(P1. Ex. 21 0) 
Deposition Taken; August 25, 1962 


l. Background of Registrar 

I was registrar from December 1949 to February 1958 
when the Governor asked me to resign, (4) Prior to 
that, I had been deputy registrar since the spring of 
1947, (4) 

2. instructions to Registrar 

The Citizens? Council demanded that I change my 
policy as to registration, (5) W. C. Percy was the 
chairman of that organization then. (5) <A delegation 
from the organization visited me at my office and 
questioned me about my policy; they disagreed with me. 
(5) 

T do not know if anyone from the State Sovereignty 
Commission came to see me and I doesn’t know if the 
Joint Legislative Committee on Segregation existed at 
that time, (5) 

3. General Registration Procedures 

About four years after I took office the Parish 
changed to permanent registration, (6) So when I 
left the office, about 40% to 50% of the names on the 
rolls had been registered by my predecessor and 


blanketed in with the change to permanent registration, 


(6) 








My registration “procedure was give them a card 


and let them fill it out. As most of them =æ it 
seems that even educated people, Itve known even 
school teachers, seems to get in a panic at the mere 
sight of a printed form, Theytd usually tremble 
and youtd have to help them a littie bit, you know," 
(6) I would never fill out a form for anyone unless 


they were disabled or illiterate. (6) 


The Administration of the Interpretation Test 


(a) When the test was used, 

While I was registrar I did not require applicants 
to interpret a provision of the Constitution, (7) I 
got instructions to do so just before I left office 
from Mr. Fowler, the Director of the State Board of 
Registration, (7) 

I only remembers using the test twice on persons 
who were absolutely illiterate, (7) "I would never 
dream of using it for a person who could read and write, 
even then," (7) 

I never gave the test because "at had never been 
done. I had worked as a deputy. I had never heard of 
it beinge=I visited other offices in other parishes, I 
had never known it to be done.... Nobody had ever 
done it that I knew of." (8) 

(b) How the selection of sections is made. 


"I simply had a copy of the Constitution, I had 


nothing to go by, no forms, no advice, I simply picked 








out some general question about it that I would think 
that any reasonably informed person who knows how to 
vote would answer, like whether it consists of a 
republican form of government, or something of that 
sort, or just some general question that I made up. 
I had nothing to go on," (78) 
(c) How interpretations are evaluated, 

One of the two illiterates I gave the interpreta~ 
tion test to was able to answer the question the other 


could not, (8) 


oot 
+ tye NEE E x aie 





A Summary of the Deposition of 
MRS. MARGARET M. LARCHE 
Registrar of Voters 
Morehouse Parish 
(PL, EX, 21 P) 

Deposition Taken: October 10, 1962 
1. Background of Registrar 

I have been registrar for the past nineteen 
years, (3) 
2. Instructions to Registrar 

I have only studied the text of the Constitution, 
At one time I was helped a lot by a judge, now deceased, 
who would explain different things to me. (6) | 

I started giving the interpretation test on the 
advice of the District Attorney, Mr. Lassiter: he did not 
explain why he thought it should be used, (8) 
3, General Registration Procedures 

On January 1, 1957 "we began to go by the 
Louisiana registration law, which was the person came in, 
and he was identified to me, and then we gave them the 
card, and they filled out their card. And I have a 
Constitution ef the United States, and then we gave them 
that, and they read just a portion of it and told me in 
their own words what they had read and that was it, in 
t57." (3-4) I followed this procedure until about a 
month ago. (4) 

When I first became registrar, Negroes were 
permitted to vote in the primary elections; "there were 


several qualified colored registrants in Morehouse Parish 
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when I was registrar," (&) Their names were sent to 
the polis for elections; they could vote if they wanted 
to. (9) 

4. The Administration of the Interpretation Test, 

(a) When the test was used 

When I first took office, " I used the same pro- 
cedures as the registrar that I had succeeded in the job. 
They just came in and I asked who they were, and gave them 
a card, and they filled it out, and that there was ail to 
it at that time." (3) 

I changed my procedures to include the interpre- 
tation test on January 1, 1957 (3) 

Everyone who registered during the present period, 
before the system was changed, had to take the interpreta- 
tion test whether they were registered in the 1957-60 
period or not, (12) 

(b) How the selection of the sections is made 

I would just open the book(I had a clip at the 
United States Constitution) "and just take any at random -- 
you know, and just put it down before the person and Say, 
‘Would you read and interpret that to me?! to the 
voter." (4) 

I selected the sections and gave them at ran- 
dom. (5) “I'm sure that over that period of time we took 
most every one of them. Of course, there were some of them 
that were -- you know, that maybe I didn't understand too 


well, so certainly I didn't use those." (5) 





I don't remember if there are any that I didn't 
use or used less frequently than others. (6) “We just 
use all of them." (6) I have never given an applicant the 
State Constitution to interpret. (6) 

"Or we have had applicants who would read one 
and would say, ‘Can I pick another one to read?’ And we 
would say, ‘Yes, choose another one,’ And they would 
choose it." (7) Sometimes people might say that they had 
a hard one and I would let them pick another one, I don't 
remember how many picks they would get before they were 
rejected, but if I could see that the person couldn't read, 
there was no sense in going on. (7) 

I did not select sections so as to make it more 
difficult for some persons to register. (CR 9) I would 
permit a person who could not interpret the section I showed 
him to select another section as many times as the occasion 
would warrant. (CR 9) 

(c) How interpretations are evaluated 

Applicants wouldn't have to read the Constitution 
aloud to me, but they could if they wanted to, (4) 

"ZI didn*t ask the person to read something then 
I wouldn’t take it and ask them a lot of questions." (6) 

I had applicants explain what they had read. (7) 
In many cases I would define a word for someone who did 
not understand it. (7) 

"Q. In effect then, you were testing 


just to see if they were able to 


read? 














A. And write," (8) 

The only thing that applicants had to write was 
the application form, (8) 

The test was "[a]ls simple as I could make 
it." (CR 9) 

Since I became registrar, I have not used the 
interpretation test to prevent Negroes from registere. 
ing. (CR 11) I have never been advised by anyone to use 
the test as a means to disfranchise Negro applicants. (CR 11) 

Although I don't remember an instance, it is 
possible that someone who passed the test in the former 
registration period was not able to pass it in this 
period, (12) 

(d) What records are made 

No record was kept of the section applicants 
read unless they failed, then a note was made of the section 
on the back of their card, (4) If they passed or failed, 
no record was kept of the interpretation given by the 
applicant. (5) 

During the year 1960, there were two applicants 
who failed because of the interpretation test, (CR, 10) 
One of these was a Negro. (CR 10) 

When I gave the interpretation test, applicants 
were given it before they were given the application form, (11) 
If they failed the test, it is possible that there is no 
registration card for them and no record that they applied.(11) 
I am sure there are such instances because of the rush periods 
before elections. There may have been some such rejections 


in 1960. (11) I am sure though that there were not many, (12) 
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I do not remember any person failing the 


interpretation test in 1960 other than the two persons 


who are in my records as having failed the test. (CR 13) 




















Summary of the Deposition of 
LOUISE RISER LINTON 
Registrar of Voters 

Claiborne Parish 
(Pl. Ex. 21 Q) 
Deposition Taken: October 9, 1962 


I have been registrar since September 1940, (3) 


Mrs. 


voter before you took the job as registrar?" 


(3) 


refused to answer further questions upon advice of 


counsel on the grounds of possible self-incrimina~ 


tion. 


(3-4) 
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Linton was then asked: "Were you a registered 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
MRS. MAE LUCKY 
Registrar of Voters 
Ouachita Parish 

= (Pl. Ex. 21 R) 
Deposition Takens August 23, 1962 

I have been registrar since January 1953, (2) I 
finished grammar school and have had some business 
school education. (2) 

Permanent registration came into effect the day I 
took office, .so that, no one was able to explain to me 
how to run the office. (2) "There was no one who could 
tell me, no one in Ouachita Parish knew anything about 
it." (2) 

Mrs, Lucky was then asked ` “What were your registra- 


tion procedures at that time?" (3) At this point, the 


witness refused to answer further questions, (3) 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
CECIL MANNING 
Registrar of Voters 
East Carroll Parish 
(PL. EX, 21 S) 
Deposition Taken: October 10, 1962 
1, Background of Registrar 


I became registrar of voters in April, 1959. (3) 
2. Instructions to Registrar 

No one suggested or urged me tc give tha test, (6) 
I gave the test because it was a requirement of the state. (6) 

I read each of the test cards I use. (7) I be- 
lieve I understand each of the sections on the cards, (8) 
"I had them explained to me by people I know that did 
know." (8) These persons were judges, lawyers, and 
school teachers, (8) 

I do understand from reading the law that the 
state law requires that the test be given; no one explained 
it to me, (10) | 

"(NJo one told me to do it a certain way, other 
than the fact to just require them to take the test, and 
give the interpretation," (9) I believe the Police Jury 
adopted this form of qualification test, (9) 

3. General Registration Procedures 

The EE I used when I first gave the 
interpretation test was to require applicants "to be 
properly identified, that was the beginning too of the 


state oath requirement -~ you would have a figure on that, 


and also an interpretation of 3 clauses from either the 











state or federal Constitution," (4) The cards I used in 
the interpretation test appear as Appendix B to the 
Complaint in this case, (4) 

There was no set rule as to whether the applicant 
had to read the card out loud, (4) After the applicant 
read the card to himself or out loud he had to give a 
reasonable oral interpretation of each of the clauses, (4-5), 
4, The Administration of the Interpretation Test 

(a) When the test was used 

I adopted the procedures that the lady who was 
registrar before me used, (3) This procedure consisted 
cf proper identification and the filling out of an LR«l 
form, (3) I did not use the interpretation test when I 
started “because there were several before me, you see, 
several applicants before me, you know, that had not had 
to take it, so I continued as she [the former registrar] 
did." (3) I started giving the interpretation test be- 
cause "it was a state law, and I was trying to go by the 
full state law, and at that time, with everyone being new 
applicants or applicants for the new registration period, 
I thought it would be only fair to everyone to start then 
and not before, because over half of the ones previous to 
that had not had to take it,” (5-6) 

I began giving the interpretation test at the 
beginning of the new period in 1961, (3) I don't recall 
if this was after the Federal Government photographed the 


registration records the first time, (4) 








Although the test is..sti1ll a requirement of 


the state, I do not give it now because of a new state 
requirement, (6) 

(b) How the selection of sections is made 

I had the interpretation test cards printed my- 
self, but I did not make them originally. (6) The cards 
were in the office when I got there, but they weren't 
being used, (6) 

When an applicant came in, I would select one of 
the 24 cards at random. (7) "I tried to use the whole 
System, to get around the whole round, and not use one card 
ail the time." (7) 

The way I selected the card I gave somecne was 
just to pull one out. The cards were filed in a drawer, on 
edge, in numerical groups. (8) First came a group of 
Card No, 1's and then a group of Card No, 2's and so on, 

I could have known which card I was pulling out, "but I 
tried not to." (8) 

Lawyers should be able to answer more difficult 
cards than average applicants, however, and I am not aware 
that lawyers were given more cards, (10) 

I have never purposely given any person amore 
difficult card than I would to someone else, (CR 12) 

(c) How interpretations are evaluated 

I was the sole judge as to whether an interpre- 
tation was correct. (6) 

I looked for "a correct and concise answer, A 


reasonable interpretation, in other words, Just something 
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to prove that you understood and could interpret a true 


interpretation," (7) In order to know that an applicant 
understood, the applicant wouid have to understand as well 
as I did. (7) 

An applicant would have to give 3 correct interpre- 
tations on the card he received. (9) If he got one 
wrong, "[h]e would have been just able to give an interpre- 
tation to some of them." (9) Thus the applicant wouldn't 
be able to interpret any section of the Constitution as 
the law requires, (9) 

If an applicant does not understand a word in a 
section, I would not explain it to him. (10) 

I have not used the interpretation test to keep 
Negroes from registering. 


Before the time of the injunction in United 


States v. Manning, only one Negro was actually permitted to 


apply for registration; he was given an interpretation 
test and did not pass, (CR 13). 

The Negro, Frank Nervous, did not give an 
interpretation; he couldn't read or prenounce some of the 
words in the test instructions, (CR 13-14) 

Mr. Nervovg I believe was declared qualified 
to vote by the United State District Court at Monroe, (14) 


but he is not now on the registration rolis of East 


Carroll Parish. (CR 14) 

















(d) What records are made 

There is a record of the interpretation test 
card the applicant received, since he signs the card and 
it is kept with the regular LR-1 cards, but there would 
be no record of his interpretation, (5) At the last 
I had some write the answers on the card. Before, there 
were two or three others, who wished to do so and who I 


let write on the card, (5) 











Summary of the Deposition of 
MAE MORIN 
Former Deputy Registrar of Voters 
Ouachita Parish 
(PL, EX. 21 T) 


Deposition Taken: October 10, 1962 


I was a deputy registrar for Ouachita Parish 
from 1955 to 1961, (3) Mrs, Morin thereupon refused to 
answer any further questions after an objection was made 
that her deposition should not be taken until the dispesi- 


tion of U.S. Ve Lucky. (3~4) 














Summary of the Deposition of 
HENRY EARL PALMER 
Registrar of Voters 
East Feliciana Parish 
(PL. Ex. 21 U) 
Deposition Taken: August 25, 1962 


Background of Registrar 


I became registrar of voters of East Feliciana 
Parish on February 1, 1958. (3) I have a high school 
education and two years of college. (4) 

Instructions to Registrar 

At the time I took office no one went over the 
registration procedures with me; I read the registra- 
tion laws myself. (4) 

About a year after I took office the Police Jury 
passed a resolution instructing me to follow the law 
strictly., (10) Before that time I had followed the 
ław strictly but I did not reject applicants for 
making minor mistakes in filling out their applica- 
tion cards -- "if they missed their age one or two 
days, I didn?t turn them down before that, .« èe è (11) 

At another time, a man from the Sovereignty 
Commission came to my office and remained about 
fifteen minutes. (11) This man asked questions 
about the registration procedure and was seeking 
information and didnot try to influence me in any 
way. (CR 13) No one tried to influence me to make 
it more difficult for anyone to register. (CR 13) 


At still another time "[B]Jack when Earl Long was 


governor" Mr, Shaw and Mr. Rainach from the Joint 
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Legislative Committee came into the office. They 
did not say anything: "They just came in to see how 
we were doing is all," (12) 

General Registration Procedures 

The procedure followed after I first took office 
was as follows: applicants for registration first 
had to identify themselves. Then they filled out 
the application form. If the form was filled out 
correctly, applicants were given the constitutional 
interpretation test. (5) ° If they passed the 
interpretation test, they signed the precinct 
register. (5) 

The procedure at the present time is that 
applicants first identify themselves, then they read 
a portion of the Preamble of the Louisiana Constitu- 
tion, and then write a portion of it from dictation. (5) 
Next they fill out the application form and if it is 
correct, they are required to take the interpretation 
test. (5-6) If they are successful, they sign the 
precinct register. (6) 

The Administration of the Interpretation Test 
(a) hen the test was used. 

The registration procedures I adopted at the 
time I took office are the same that I use now. (5) 
“I went right down the registration laws. Every- 


thing it said in there you were supposed to do, I 


did it," (5) 


singe” 











(b) How the selection of sections is made 

When I first took office I typed up my own 
interpretation test cards. Each card contained one 
section of the constitution of Louisiana or of the 
United States -- sections such as freedom of speech, 
freedom of religion, freedom of assembly, and the 
Fifth Amendment, I sought no aayici as to which 
sections to use, rather "I just picked out the 
easiest ones that there was in there." (6) I 
admit that there are probably many sections of the 
constitution which I do not understand, but that was 
not the reason that I selected the ones I did. (7) 

“I tried to make it more lenient on them." (CR 13) 
I chose the easy sections so that the ordinary man 
could understand what he was talking about. (CR 14) 

Sometime after I took office (date not clear) I 
received in the mail from the "Joint Segregation 
Comnittee" a set of 24 interpretation cards (6, 7, 8). 
Each card contains three sections of the constitu- 
tion. These cards are set forth in Appendix B 
attached to the Complaint in this case. (7) 

The procedure I use with these cards is as 
follows: I turn the cards face down and the applicant 
selects one card. The applicant chooses one of the 
three sections on the card, reads it aloud, and gives 


his interpretation aloud. (7) 














I feel that the use of the 24-card test is 
easier than my former test because the applicant is 
allowed to choose one of three sections on the | E 
card, (8) 
(c) How interpretations are evaluated 

If an applicant fails the interpretation test, 
he is not permitted at that time to try another 
section of the constitution., (12) 

The applicant's interpretation must be 
reasonable (9) "Anything reasonable, It's just se 
to show he knows what he read is all." (9) : 

I have never studied any law or any text books, ‘os 
nor have I sought the advice of anyone as to what | 
the sections on the 24-cards mean. (9) 

If the applicant does not understand a word in 
one of the sections, i do not explain it to him 
but I allow him to look it up in a dictionary in 
the office. (10) 

After the applicant selects a card and reads 
the section aloud, he is allowed to retain the card 
while he gives his interpretation. If his interpreta- 
tion is unsatisfactory, I tell him what the answer 
is. (10) 

Since February 1958, when I took office, less 
than 100 persons have failed to register because of 
the interpretation test. (CR 15) About 25 of these 
were Negroes. So there have been more white people 


failing the test than Negroes. (CR 15) 











Je 


I have never tried to use the interpretation 
test as a means to discriminate against Negroes. 
"Very few people are turned down on the Constitu- 
tion test." (CR 14) Most of the people are turned 
down on the application card teste (CR 14) I do 
not believe that anyone has been refused the right 
to register purely on the basis of the interpreta- 
tion test since January L, 1962. About 100 persons 
have registered during that eight month period. (CR 14) 

Very few people have failed on the interpretation 
test. I have a record of everyone that has failed 
"And there's been a whole lot more whites failed on 
it than it has colored." (15) í 

i do not believe that I have had a Rees 
applicant in the last year. (16) I feel sure ai 
some Negroes have registered since the Presidential 
election in 1960 but I do not know how many. (16) > 
(d) What records are made 

If the applicant fails the interpretation test, 
I make a notation on his rejected application card 
as to what section he failed. (8) If the applicant 
passes the test, no record is made of the section 
that he interpreted. (8) 


Citizens Council Purge 
At sometime during my administration, the district 
attorney and two or three other citizens inspected the 


voter registration records in my office and conducted 


a purge of the voter rolls. (11) 

















Summary of the Deposition of 
SIDNEY WELLS PLATT 
Registrar of Voters 
De Soto Parish 
(P1, Ex, 21 V) 
Deposition Taken: August 21, 1962 


Background of Registrar 


I have been registrar of De Soto Parish since 
April 20, 1959, (3) My education consists of high 
school and service schools I attenéged while a member 
of the Marine Corps including a course in Navai law.(5) 

I was registered by Mr. Slawson, my predecessor, 
prior to the time I became registrar, (5) Slawson had 
me Sign a card and read a portion of the Constitution 
(5), then he gave "a small interpretation of it," (5-6) 
I think I registered in 1952 while the parish was still 
on periodic registration, but my registration was 
carried over to permanent registration, (6) That was 
the only time I registered in De Soto Parish. (7) 
Instructions to the Registrar 

When I first took office, Mr. Slawson outlined 
the official procedure that had been used and stayed 
at the office with me two or three days after I took 
office, Also, Mr, Burgess, an Assistant District 
Attorney, together with Slawson supervised and answered 
the questions I asked, (7) In addition, I quite often 


refer to a "Little white pamphlet" which contains all 


the registration laws, a pamphlet put out by the 


Secretary of State, (9) I have a part-time deputy named 








Mrs. Slawson, I have instructed her as to the procédures 
to follow. (13) Mrs. Slawson tests applicants TE R 
is not authorized to reject them. If she has a question 
about any applicant, she asks them to wait until I 
return, (16) 

I have not received any instructions from the 
Police Jury regarding my policies in operating the 
office, (4) I do not believe the Police Jury has any 
jurisdiction over my office other than to appoint the 
registrar, (23) The policies, procedures and standards 
of my office are my own "based upon the law as I 
interpret the state law says that I do it," (23) 

I received a letter at one time from the Siate 
Board of Registration setting forth guide lines as to 


the procedures to be followed, However, I regarded it 





as a suggestion -~ "to me it was a suggestion and not 
an order, and . , . I chose to stick with my present 
procedure." (24) 

At one time, two men came to my office -- they 
might have been from the Sovereignty Commission -- and 
discussed with me how I operated my office. (25) They 
did not give me any instructions. (30) 

If I have a problem regarding an interpretation, 
I have several attorneys, including the Attorney General, 
that I would turn to, but I haven't had to ask anyone 
of them about these interpretations, (26-27) 

No one has ever asked me to discriminate against 


Negroes, nor have I done so, (CR 30) 
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General Registration Procedures 


The procedure now is the same as it was when I 


took over as registrar. (7) Applicants not known 


to me must first identify themselves, (8) Next the 


applicant signs the oath card. He then takes the 


interpretation test, (8) Finally the applicant fills 


out the application form -~-~ LR-1, (9) 


Ca) 


(b) 


Tne Administration of the Interpretation Test 


When the test was used, 

I used the interpretation test since the 
time I became registrar in April 1959, (7-8) 

I was using it at the time of the taking of the 
deposition in August 1962, 
How the selection of the sections is made, 

I used a set of 24 test cards which are the 
Same as those attached te the Complaint in this 
case as Appendix B, (9) 

“I have these cards, and I turn them upside 
down and fan them out just like it was a game 
of poker, and let them take one out; and I say, 
'There's three parts of the constitution, turn 
it over and select anyone of the three you wish, 
read it; turn this card over that says you will 
obey the state law [the oath card], and write 
your interpretation right across the back of it.' 


" (8-9, 11, 13) 


* 8 ® 














(c) 


The applicant can select any one of the three 
sections on the test card he chooses, (18) "I 
just ask for one; if they write a11 three and 
they answer one out of the three and it's satis- 
factory to me and reasonable, I accept it,” (16) 
"I donit require him to read it out loud or to 
tell me what it means. If he runs across a word 
that he dontt know, if he asks I'11 tell him; 
if he don't ask, I don't tell him." (18) 

If the applicant's interpretation is wrong, 
he must come back another day, even if no ne 
else is waiting at the time, (17) 

How interpretations are evaluated, 

I am not the sole judge of what is a reasonable 
interpretation: "I think the interpretations are 
laid down for years, When I went to school and 
studied a little bit, and in my every-day life, 

I judge it on that; and judge it by people that 

I heard talk and people that I ... and in the 
court proceedings, and things iike that, They've 
made the interpretations, I think I just use it 
as a guideline." (24) If one of the three 
interpretations of an applicant is “satisfactory 
to me and reasonable, I accept it,” (16) 

When I first took office, I read through the 
test cards and was able to understand them and 


form an opinion as to what would be a reasonable 














interpretation about each of the sections; (14) 


"Venue" ‘means “{i]f a man is in one parish and 

he wants to change his venue to be tried in another 

parish, he can request that it be done," (15) 

"Prescription,"” "a time that runs, prescription of 

time." (15) 

I accept "just a minimum -- a reasonable inter- 
pretation" -~-~ a reasonable interpretation for less 
than the average man. (19) "I don't ask for any 
technical opinion, If he . , . like ore, if he 
Says that no law be passed concerning religion 
on it, and he says, ‘Freedom of religion,’ that's 
all right with me . . . [mJost of them answer 
them with 1 or 2 words, some write you a whole book 
on them.” (14) 

"Q. How did you determine what answers were 
going to be acceptable? 

A. Well, most of them are pretty simple, If youtve 
read them yourself, I don't see that there 
would be much question about answering them, 
If it says, 'No laws will be passed to curtail 
freedom of speech,' it's freedom of speech, 

I learned that in grade school ..., (14) 
Of course, there might be some technical 
questions asked, and my answers might not suit 


you'(14) but I think that anyone can answer 


one of the three sections on each card, (15) 








Cd) 








Has an applicant ever given an interpretation 
to one of these that you did not understand? 


A. . « e Yes, I've had some of them read ‘freedom 


of religion,’ and turn around and interpret 
that the Supreme Court does this and does 


that.” (15) 


If I do not understand what the applicant is 
getting at in his interpretation, I ask him, “what 
do you mean, can you agplify further, or do you 
wish to change it, or do you think you're right; 
what do you think about it?' I discuss it with 


him a little bit." (25) 


What records are made, 


Beginning in November 1961, I began having the 
applicants write their interpretations on the back 
of the oath card. (11) Before that date no record 
was made of the interpretations of applicants (11) 
Also prior to November 1961, no record was made 


of what sections applicants were required to 


interpret, (12) If after an applicant signs the 


oath, he says to me that he cannot answer the 
interpretation test, I write down "Failed constitu~ 
tional," or "Failed to read the constitution," 


"Refused to write it," on the oath card, (21-22) 








Summary of the Deposition of 
J. A, H. SLASON 
Former Registrar of Voters 
De Soto Parish 
(PL, EX. 21 W) 
Deposition Taken: October 12, 1962 


1. Background of Registrar 


I was registrar from November 14, 1941, until 
April, 1959, when I retired. (2) I have seven grades f 
Schooling. (9) My wife was deputy while I was registrar; 
she still works in the office. (9) 
2, Instructions to Registrar 

I got an original of the booklet, attached to 
the Complaint as Appendix A, from the Secretary of State 
or. the Attorney Generals; it was some office in Baton 
Rouge. (7) 

| I started giving the test "[b]ecause of the law. 

xk * As I remember, I had instructions to that effect," 
I think these instructions were from the Attorney General; 
there may have been a little pamphiet about these things, (8) 


3. General Registration Procedures 
[No testimony directly pertaining to this 


subject matter was taken, ] 


4. Administration of the Interpretation Test 


(a) When the test was used 

When I first became registrar, the procedures 
weren't as strict as they are now, (2) "We'd give them a 
card and have them fill it out, and if it seemed to be 
correct, well I'd qualify them; that is, correct so far as 


I was concerned," (2) Applicants weren't required to 








interpret a section of the Constitution, Later the laws 
were changed. (2) I believe I changed to using the 
interpretation test as a seguireneni just after the purge 
ef the voter rollis in 1956, (3) 

I am not really sure if I started giving the test 
before or after the purge, but it was right around that 
time. (8) 

(b) How the selection of the sections is made 

As a rule I tried to select sections "I thought 
they could read, I never did try to get something out of 
it that wauld stump anybody." (5) I did not use all of 
the sections although "I could have used any section thst 
I wanted to, see, under the law." (5) I tried to skip 
around so that people wouldn't be able to tell othecs what 
they were given, (5) 

I used this same procedure on the test all the 
time I was giving the interpretation test, (6) I only 
used the book; I didn't use the cards that appear as 
Appendix B to the Complaint in this case, (6) 

When I first started giving interpretation tests, 
I used both the United States and Louisiana Constitu- 
tions, (4) 

Q. You had two different books? 

A. Yes ..- No, I had one book, but I 

had a.e e OX course, I knew what 
the Constitution of the United 
States was, actually, as well as 


the State Constitution, 








Q, They were both in the same book? 


A. No. I did have a... I had the 
United States History ~ I believe, 
I'm right -~ in my office. (4-5) 

I didn't give people technical phrases to 
interpret, (CR 12) "[J]ust ordinary language in the book, 
I didn't get anything to bog them up with, naturally." 
Some of the sections might bog me up also. (CR 12) 

(c) How the interpretations are evaitated 

The applicant had to read the text out loud to 
me and he had to "give it to me in his words, the way he 
understood it." (5) 

When an applicant gave his interpretation "he 
had to give me the definition in his own words, to my 
satisfaction, see; that I knew that he understood what he 
was doing and understood the constitution, the re-" 
quirements." (7) 

I simply required that they understand what 
they were doing. (CR 11) 

(d) What records are made 

I made no record of the sections that applicants 
were given, (5) Even if applicants failed, I made no 
record of the sections they were given or the answer 
they gave. (6) 

When an applicant came in, I gave him the 
interpretation test first, (12) If the applicant failed, 
I would not necessarily give him an application form. As 


a result, there would be no record of such a persons's 


failure. (12) 











I didn't keep a record of the number of people 


I rejected for failure to interpret the constitution, but 
there were a good many, (CR 10, 11) "Those that filled 
out their card, if they didn't fiil them out correctly, 
well I didn't qualify them and put the card aside, of 
course," (CR 10) The card didn't have any questions con- 
cerning the Constitution on it. (CR 10) Most of the 
failures came about because of a failure to f1i11 out the 
application forms, (CR 11) 
5. Citizens Council Purge 

Citizens of Louisiana and De Soto Parish con- 
ducted the purge of the voter rolls: seme of these probabiy 
were members of the Citizens Council, (3) I was a 
member of the Citizens Council at that time and I still 
am. (14) 

There were five hundred and seventy-four 
persons purged; few of these were white, (4) 


De Soto Parish went on a permanent registration 


in 1955, before the challenging of voters, (4) 








1. 





Summary of the Deposition of 
THOMAS W. THOMPSON 
Registrar of Voters 

West Feliciana Parish 
(P1. Ex. 21 X) 
Deposition Taken: August 25, 1962 


Background of Registrar. 


I have been registrar since May 1, 1959. (3) 
Before I became registrar, I was a farmer. (4) I have 
a high school education, (4) 

The last time I registered to vote in West 
Feliciana Parish I had to read a section of the 
Constitution of Louisiana; that was just prior to the 
time I took the office of registrar, (4) Prior to 


that registration, I had never been given a test, (4) 


Instructions to Registrar. 


When I took office no one explained to me the 
duties of the job. (5) “We have, you know, the regis- 
tration laws, and I read them. And the police jury 
told me they wanted me to go right down the road, just 
follow the law -- down the middle of the road," (5) 

I gave the interpretation test. (5) 

In order to determine what would be a reasonable 
answer to a section given as a test, I looked up the 
answers "in the world atlas or some book, I don't 
remember what it was -- some law book." (11) I also 


had the advice of local attorneys who explained what 


these provisions were. The only other advice or 



























Suggestion that I received as to how to conduct the 


test was from the Board of Registration which told me 


to use the Preamble, (11) 


"They all -~ whenever they 


sent it to us and the law was passed they instructed 


us how to use it," (11) The only instructions the police 


jury gave me was that I was to follow the law and 


treat everybody alike. (13) 


General Registration Procedures. 


Registration proceeds in the following order: 


“I let them read the Preamble first, and then I let 


them ~- I dictate a portion of that and they write 


it. And then I give them the oath, and they sign that 


the oath card, you know about that. And then I give 


them the application and then they fill it out, And 
I fan out the cards, about 10 of them, and let them 


pick one and interpret ome of the 3 Constitutional 


sections on that card," 


(5) 


If an applicant fails at any stage whether it is 


the Preamble, the application form, or the test, the 


procedure is stopped at that point, (5) If an 


applicant fails, he is told what is wrong. 


(6) 


Some applicants failed the application form and 


were rejected on that basis. 


(5) 
The Administration of the Interpretation Test. 
MTAA EEE AAAA NAE nee) 


(a) When the test was used. 


i started giving the interpretation test when I 
took office.(5) 








Mrs, Jim Perkins was the registrar before me; she 


is about 80 now. (12) When I first took office I 
talked to her and her daughter-in-law, the deputy. (12) 
She and the deputy "was giving the test out of the 
Constitutional book at that time, They were only 
making them read it, I believe, and she told me." (12) 
I am not sure, but, I believe, that at that time 
the applicant only had to read the section to the 
registrar, (12) When I registered the last time I 
only remember reading the section of the Louisiana 
Constitution to her, (13) 
Q. Why did you change it from what she had 
been doing? 
A. Well, I found out what the duties was of 
the registrar, and what the law said to do, 
and that's -- that's the reason I changed, 
I was just trying to follow the law. (13) 
(b) How the selection of sections is made, 

The cards that I use are attached to the Complaint 
in this case as Appendix B. (6) The cards were sent 
out of a State office, (6) 

I only have one set. (6) I fan out all the 
cards I use. (6) The applicant selects a card. (7) 

I don't use the whole series in Appendix B. (6) When 
I started I just picked up the first 10 or 12 and I 
have used the same ones ever since. (7) I don’t know 


off-hand what numbers they are but I can identify 
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t peet 


numbers 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 8, 12, 14 and 15, (7) PS 


"I had some [cards] printed of my own when I first T p ig 


took office, of the Louisiana Constitution, and also the TA 


United States Constitution. And I guess it may have 


been a year after that that I received them [the State 


cards), as well as I can remember, And then I used 


them. I tore up my little cards, the ones I had printed, 


you know, and I used the ones that the state office 


sent me," (9) 


I made my cards from sections that I took at random 


from the constitutions of Louisiana and the United 


States. (9) I used my set in the same way as I use the 


State set. (10) 





7 (c) How interpretations are evaluated, 


After an applicant selects a card, I tell him to 
read one section of the Constitution and give me a 


reasonable interpretation, (7) The appiicant reads it 


out loud to me first and gives me a reasonable interpreta- 


tion, (7) If the applicant is not able to interpret 


the section he tries, he cannot try another section on 


that card. (8) An applicant is given only one try at 
the section he chooses; he can come in again another 


day. (8) 


An applicant gets to keep the card he selects while 


he interprets the Constitution, (11) 
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(d) What records are made, 


I keep no record of the section of the Constitution 
given to applicants who pass. (8) On the application 
forms of those who fail, I put down the card number 
that was selected and the section of the Constitution 
that the applicant failed, (9, 5) I have used this 
system since I took office, (9) I make no record of 


the answer given, (11) 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
MRS. ESTELLE WILDER 
Registrar of Voters 
Jackson Parish 
(P1. Ex, 21 Y) 
Deposition Taken: August 24, 1962 


Background of Registrar 

I have been registrar since 1951. (2) I have 
about 18 hours of college. (2) 

Instructions to the Registrar 

I received no instructions from anyone (15) When 
I took over the office no one explained to me what 
the job consisted of, "Of course, I had the rules 
and regulations that was put out by the Board of 
Registration to go by; and any time anything came 
up, I had an Attorney that I could consult about any 
legal matters that came up," (2) 

No one suggested that I start using the test.(4) 
After I decided to use the test, I did not consult 
with anyone other than "I might have once or twice; 
I would consult with Mr. Emmons, the Assistant 
District Attorney, to be sure that I knew the inter- 
pretation of it myseif before I used it." (4) 

I have been trying to follow the procedures of 
Louisiana law, (14) "I figured it out for myself, 
it is in the registration laws." (15) 

General Registration Procedure 

When an applicant comes in and I don't know him 

I require him to identify himself (5); then he reads 


a portion of the Preamble to the Constitution out 
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loud and writes a portion of it, as I dictate it to 


him, on the back of the application card; then he 
fills out the application form; and then I give him 
the constitution test , (6) When I first started using 
the constitution, I would give it first, but I do not 
now. (6) I changed after I received a letter from the 
Board of Registration dated January 16, 1961. (6) 

Tf an applicant fails at any step of the way the 
procedure is terminated, (7) 

Occasionally my procedures change, such as, when 
I am interrupted by a telephone call. (15) Any changes 
in the customary procedure have not been designed to 
make the procedure more difficult for anyone,(CR 16) 


The Administration of the Interpretation Test 





(a) When the test was used, 

When I first was registered, the registrar filled 
out everyone's application, (2-3) I continued this 
procedure until 1953, (3) In 1953, I started having 
each applicant fill out his own form, There was no 
other requirement at the time, (3) 

On March 16, 1960, I started using the interpretation 
test. Prior to that time I had only used it to test 
illiterates, (3) 

"T took it on myself to start using it. As you 
know, I had been under investigation from various 
angles, and I knew that I was not strictly adhering to 


the Louisiana law in registering people, and I decided 


B~-106 














that I would be more strict." (3) These investigatiors 


were the Civil Rights Commission Hearing and a federal 
Grand Jury. (4) The Grand Jury investigation was in 
connection with the 1956 purge of the voter rolls. (4) 
I have made some Gheaess since 1960; "as the new 
laws have been passed and the Board of Registration 
advised me, I would make those changes * * * [Wlhen 
I first started using it, I let the applicant read the 
constitution and interpret it themselves; but that iaw 
has been changed, and now the law says the Registrar 


reads a portion of the Constitution to the applicant." (5) 


(Cb) How the selection of the sections is made, 

I give the test from a book that has the Constitu- 
tion in it. (7) I have never used test cards, (8) 

The test consists of "a small and simple portion 
of the constitution." The applicant gives an oral 
interpretation of it, (6) 

I only use the Federal Constitution, but I did 
use the Louisiana Constitution two or three times when 
I first started out, (8) 

I limit the portions of the Constitution that I use, 


I made a list of the sections I have used, there may be 





more but the main ones are on it. (8) I have mostly 
used the following two sections during the last two 
months: The Nineteenth Amendment and paragraph two of 
Section 7, Article 1. (8-9) The other provisions on 


my list that I have used are: Article 1, Section 3, 
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paragraph four; the Twentieth Amendment, Section 2 (9); 
the Tenth Amendment; Article 1, Section 2; and the 
Seventeenth Amendment, (9-10) 

When I selected these sections, "I tried to find 
easy portions, simple portions that I understood," (10) 
When I gave applicants a section to interpret, "I just 
decided which one at random," (11) I open the book and 
pick one out. I sometimes give a section other than 
the ones mentioned because "I just select one; it doesn't 
matter, just so I think it's simple, I think they're 
all simple that I have selected," (11) There are some 
provisions that I have never asked an applicant to 
interpret. (19) There are some provisions that I do 
not know the meaning of. (19) 

I have not selected the sections to make the test 
more difficult for anyone, (CR 16) I have been fair 


with everyone in giving the test. (CR 17) 


(c) How the interpretations are evaluated, 
I look for "[j]ust a general interpretation. I do 
not expect them to go into the details, just give me a 
general idea that they understand what I have read to 
them, that's all I request." (12) 
After I have read the section to the applicant, I 
do not allow the applicant to read the section to himself.(12) 
If the applicant requests that I read the section again, 


I will do so, I will not define a word for an 


applicant. (12) 
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I have a part-time deputy who handles applica- 
tions,(12-13) The deputy, Mrs. Futrell, has worked for 
me for 3 or 5 years, (13) I told my deputy that in 
giving the interpretation test applicants should show 
"some reasonable knowledge of what she has read to 
them.” (13) 

If an applicant does not understand the section I 
have read to him, I will not read another, (13) 

I am the sole judge as to whether an interpretation 
is satisfactory, (15) 

As to rejected applications, "the principal reason 
is because of failure to fill out the LR-1 cards," (CR 18) 
I don’t know off hand how many Negroes have been rejected 
on the Constitutional interpretation test but it would 
be less than those who have failed the LR-1. (CR 18) 

Approximately 475 of over 6,000 registered voters 
are Negroes (CR 17) Since January 1962, few Negroes 
have come into my office and very few have been rejected, 
The rejects would proportionally equal the number of 
whites rejected, (CR 17) 

During the summer of 1956, there were approximately 
1,100 Negroes registered in Jackson Parish, (18) 

I think the reason that more Negroes are not 
registered is because they are not as well educated and 
have not been coming in. (CR 18) 

I expect an applicant to understand the provisions 


as well as the average person (19) I do not have any 
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key phrases that applicants must hit upon 


answer, 


I have never published a list of the 


I use, (2) 


The law does not require that a list 


used be published, (CR 20) 


(a) What records are made, 


in their 


sections that 


of the sections 


There is no record made of either the provisions 


that the applicant is asked to interpret or of his 


answer, (7) 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
HUGH F, CUTRER 
(PL. EX, 22 A) 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
March 9, 1962 
1. Background of the Witness 
I live in Bogalusa, Louisiana., I have been the 
Director of the State Board of Registrars since August, 
1960. My office is Baton Rouge. (3) 
2. The Office of the Director of the State Board of Registra- 
tion 
Mr. Edgar Coco preceded me as Director, and I 
believe Mr. Douglas Fowler proceedeghim. I was appointed 
by the Governor, who is the Chairman of the State Board 
of Registration, (3) I serve at the Board's pleasure, 
We have two full time secretaries and no professional 
assistants, (4) 
The nature of my office is as follows: "I 
mostly act as a liaison officer to the 64 parishes where 
we have parish Registrars to see to their needs ... ." 
(4-5) The Registrars submit monthly reports to me consisting 
of the number of registrants they have in a parish, broken 
down by white, colored and illiterates, Their reports also 
include persons scratched from the rolls, new registrants, 
and transfers for the month =-~ listing the name and race of 


each person, (5) I do not know how far back these reports 


go =~~- I cannot say anything about them before 1960 (when I 


took office.) (6) 











When I visit the Registrars, I have an opportunity 


to observe their procedures, (6) Some of the parishes in 
which the constitutional interpretation test is used ard} 
Caddo, Calcasieu, Claiborne, Livingston, Natchitoches, | | Be 
Morehouse, Webster, Tangipahoa, St. Tammany, Washington, | 
Rapides, and Lincoln, (7) 
I send materials to all Registrars ~- different 
types of forms that they used to register people, (9) A 
The Registrar is responsible for obtaining the application | 
forms. We send permanent registration forms to the parishes 
that have permanent registrations. We do not send new 
Registrars copies of the Board's regulations or resolutions, 
(10) The Secretary of State does that. (9) pee 
3. The Appointment of Registrars : 
The Registrars are appointed by the police jurors 
of the parish. (8) 
To my knowledge, there are no prerequisites to 
being a Registrar. I have no records that would show | 2 
their education, (9) | d 
The appointment and swearing in of new Registrars - 
is not handied by my office, (11) a 
4, Inquiries from Registrars | 
My office receives inquiries from time to time 
from Registrars concerning procedures, We keep a record of 
written inquiries. (11) We have answered in detail in- 
quiries as to the procedure to be used in administering the 


interpretations test -~ procedures that represent the policy 


of the Board of Registration, (12-13) 








5. Meetings Concerning Registration Procedure 

We met with some of the older Registrars in an 
attempt to determine an easy, uniform procedure which all 
Registrars would follow. (13) At the meetings were members 
of the Sovereignty Commission, including Mr. Sargent Pitcher, 
Mr. Frank Voelker, Mr. John Deer, and Mr. Charles Page. 
There were two meetings in which we compiled information and 
drafted a letter, dated January 16, 1961 (13), that was 
sent to the Registrars [concerning the application of the 
constitutional interpretation test], (14) My office wrote 
the letter under the instructions of that Committee, Mrs. 
Cooper typed the letter and it was sent to all Registrars, 
(15) 

The meetings were held just prior to the 
issuance of the letter. The first one was held in my 
office; the second one was in a committee room in the State 
Capitol Building. (16) 


I have never met with the full Board of 


Registration. (17) 


6. Activities of the Board of Registration 


Rules and regulations promulgated by the Board 


are on file in my office. (18) 


I am familiar with a resolution by the Board to 
the effect that each Registrar should strictly enforce the 


interpretation test, (19) 


We make up monthly statistical reports and send 


it to anyone who wants them, (21) 











7, Registration Procedures Observed 

I know that some of the Registrars use, in ad- 
ministering the constitutional interpretation test, a copy 
of the Constitution they get from the Secretary of State's 
office, and another from the Superintendent of Education's 
office. (26) The Registrars look in the book and then ask 
the applicant a question. (27) They may ask the applicant 
to read a portion of the constitution and interpret it orally. 
(28) I have discusssed this with registrars - Mr. Mitchell 
in Caddo Parish is one ~ in connection with our attempt to 
work out a Simplified procedure for all registrars to 
follow, (28-29) 

A "simplified constitution" is used in Lincoln 
Parish. An applicant there is required to read, write and 
interpret a part of the Constitution, (29-30) I have come 
upon no other methods, other than these two, of administer- 
ing the interpretation test. I do not know whether the 
card system is being used in any parish, (30) 
8. Attachment 

[A resolution of the State Board of Registration, 
dated October 10th, was identified by the deponent and 
entered into the record. (32) This resolution advises 
registrars to strictly enforce the use of the interpretation 
test. (19) It consists of two pages of instructions and 
two pages of forms. (32) A copy of the resolution is 


attached to this deposition.] 











Summary of the Deposition of 
DOUGLAS FOULER 
(Pl. Ex. 22 B) 
Baton Rouge 
March 10, 1962 


Background of the ‘litness 

I live in Coushatta, Louisiana. My business 
address is Capitol Station, Baton Rouge. I have 
been the State custodian of voting machines since 
May 1, 1959. (33) Before that, I served as Director 
of the State Board of Registration between May of 
1956 and May 1, 1959. Before that I had been Clerk 
of the Tenth Judicial District Court for twelve 


years. (4) 


Office of the Director of the State Board of Registration 


(a) Background 

The office of Director of the State Board of 
Registrars has been in existence since the early 
150 TS. Before me the Director was David Reynaud, 
from Lutcher. Before him the Director was Bobby 
Dugas, from Donaldsville. After me the Director was 
Edgar Coco, who was succeeded by the present Director, 
Hugh Cutrer. (5) 

Then I was Director, there was a secretarial 
staff, but no professional assistants. (5-6) 
(b) Duties of the Director 

“hen I was Director, my duties were to make 


periodic visits to the various Registrars in the 
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State and to work with the Registrar and the 
governing body of the parish. (6) 

“hen new Registrars were appointed, we would 
send them a copy of our registration laws and “also 
would be sure that they had a copy of all the forms 
that were used in the whole entire process of 
registration." (8) 

At one time or other I visited each Registrar 
in the State, and I would meet them at the annual 
state convention. (9) 

On my visits to the registrars, I did discuss 
registration procedures with them. I do not know 
how many were using the interpretation test. (10) 


All the Registrars are of the white race, (9) 


Meetings 


In 1958 and 1959 the Joint Legislative Committee 
on segregation and the Board held meetings with the 
Registrars. I attended all of these meetings. (12) 
The meetings were held by Congressional District, 
and the Registrars and other Parish officials such 
as the District Attorney and the Sheriff would 
attend. (12-13) I was instructed to send out letters 
to the Registrars notifying them of the time and 
place of the meetings. (13) Copies of the letters 
were kept in the Board's files. (14) 


Mr. Mims, from Homer, took minutes for the 


Committee. Copies of the minutes were mailed to 








those who attended. (14) And copies were placed 


in the Board's files. (15) 

A copy of the pamphlet called "The Key to 
Victory in the Segregation Struggle" was distributed 
to everyone at these meetings. (15-16) In addition, 
constitutional test cards were distributed. (16) 

The cards had provisions of the Constitution on the 
front. They were like ones I had seen that were 
made up by the Police Jury in Plaquemines Parish. (17) 

Some Registrars later told me that they had 
been visited by a member of the Committee, 

Senator Rainach, who had discussed "100% enforce- 
ment of the registration laws of Louisiana.” (18) 
Files and Records 

The Director‘ts office would not have minutes 
of the meetings of the State Board of Registra- 
tion. (6-7) Ye did keep files of rules and regula- 
tions of the Board. (7-8) 

Copies of our answers to Registrar's inquiries 
concerning resination procedures in qualifying 
applicants would be in the Board's files. (11) 

The monthly reports of each Registrars - lists 
of new registrants, those scratched from the rolls, 
trausfers, and monthly statistical totals, broken 


down by race and party ~ are kept in the Director's 


office. (9-10) 











This practice was started when I was in office, 


either in late 1956 or early 1957. ‘ie also started 
putting out a monthly report of all this information, 
broken down by parish, at about the same time. (10) 

The only files the Board kept on the Registrars 
was a record of the name, address, and telephone 


number of each one. (8) 





Summary of the Deposition of 
JOHN H. DEER 
CPL, EX, 22 C) 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
March 9, 1962 
1. Background of the Witness 
I live in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, I am the 
Executive Secretary of the State Sovereignty Commission. (3) 
2. The State Sovereignty Commission 
a. Organization 
The Commission was created by the legislature in 
1960. (3) It is set up in three divisions: The Informa- 
tion Division, headed by T. J. Stephens (7); gathers informa- 
tion and works with law enforcement agencies and the legisla- 
ture. (4-5) The Registration Division, headed by Louis 
P. Niklaus (7), concerns itself with preserving state 
sovereignty by having a “sound, independent, informed 
siectordtes’ The Education Division, headed by Colonel 
William Hornsey (7), prepares educational material 
"primarily having to do with the subject of constitutional 
government." (5) 
The Commission has a staff of about 15 people. (6) 
We have 10 or 12 (9) investigators connected with the In- 
formation Division. (7) 
The Commission maintains an office in the State 
Capitol Buiiding in Baton Rouge. (8) The members of the 
Commission are the following ex officio members: The 
Governor, the President of the Senate Pro Tem, and the 


Attorney General. In addition, there is a member from each 
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Congressional District: Frank Voelker, Joe LeSage, Herman 
Taylor, Jr., Stewart Kay, Charles Page, Wendell Varris, 
Emil Wagner, Jr., and Walter Suthon, Jr. (8-9) 

The heads of each division are salaried and 
appointed by the Commission. (9) 

The Registration Division concerns itself with 
the registration laws; consults with the registrars; and 
has been concerned with the development of a uniform, 
Standardized registration procedure to be used throughout 
the state, (10) The Commission has discussed registration 
procedures with the Registrars, but has not sent them 
instructions, (23) l 

Mr. Niklaus has been the one primarily concerned 
with consultations with the registrars., (10) His travel 
vouchers would reflect which parishes he had visited. (11) 

We have made written reports and recommendations 
(17) to the Governor and to the Legislature, (12) 

b. Records 

Minutes of the meetings of the Commission are 
kept in my office. They would reflect resolutions and 
discussions concerning voter registration, (13) 

We have been concerned primarily with the 
variations in registration procedures from parish to 
parish. (14) Mr. Niklaus conducted a study in this regard 
and found that there is a "pretty wide variation" in the 
way the test is used in various parishes, The report would 
contain information on the use of the constitutional in- 


terpretation test, (15). This and his other reports are 


maintained in my office. (11) 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
C. C. WOOD 
(Pl. Ex. 22 D) 
Baton Rouge 
March 9, 1962 


Rackground of the Witness 


I have been the attorney for the Secretary of 


Statets office for about 8 years. 


The Secretary of State's Office 


(a) Function 

The Secretary of Statets office has "an elections 
division, which prepares and prints ballots and re= 
ceives documents bearing on elections all over the 
state," (3) 

The office publishes Beokiets on registration 
laws. (14) It also receives reports of registration 
statistics from each Registrar at least ten days before 
each general election, These reflect the number of 
voters, broken down into male and female; white and 
colored: and native born and foreign born, The reports 
have been kept about 50 or 60 years, (6) 

(b) Files and Records 

Rules, regulations, and resolutions of the Board 
of Registration are filed with the Secretary of State 
and have been kept permanently (8) since the statute 
requiring it went into effect. (16) 

The only files the Secretary of Statets office 


keeps on the history of legislation relate to the 











mechanics of the passage of the bill of its failure to 
pass. This would not include committee reports. (10) 
No record of floor debates is maintained. (11) The 
office does have a journal of the proceedings of the 
1921 Constitutional Convention, (17) 

All corporations are required to file articles 
of incorporation with the Secretary of State. (12) 

Political parties file proceedings of their 
committee meetings and their resolutions with the 
Secretary of State. (13) The political parties can 
control certain qualifications of the primary elections, 
But they would not file them with the Secretary of 
State. (14) 

The charters of Citizens Councils, if they are 
incorporated, would be filed and available for public 
inspection. (15) 

The Registrars? monthly reports are kept in our 


archives. (7) 


C=12 








Be ee 
Betta tk 


Tate 
Bag ARES 





ar ate an 


sky 











Stmmary of the Deposition of 

W. M. RAINACH aR 

Claiborne Parish oo: 

Deposition taken: October 9, 1962 DE 
(PL. EX, 22 E) 


1, Background of the Witness 

I live in Summerfield, Louisiana. I formeriy 
served in the Louisiana Legislature for 20 years. I have 
served as chairman of the Joint Legislative Committee. (3) 
This committee was formed in 1954, I served as its chairman 
until 1960. (4) 

2. The Association of Citizens Councils 

a. Organization 

"IT was one of the organizers of the Association 
of Citizens Councils of Louisiana," (4) It was organized 
in 1955, (18) I was President of the Association from the 
beginning until the latter part of 1958 or early 1959, and 
I was a member of the Board of Directors. (4) 

The Association was set up, among other things, 
to preserve the traditions and institutions of the state of 
the South . . . and for preserving the identity of the 
races, This would include segregation in schools and 
segregation in other public facilities, (5) 

The Association aided in the organization of 
local councils in a number of parishes, (5) I helped 
organize them in Clairborne, Bienville, Winn, and DeSoto 
Parishes, One was formed in Grant Parish, (6) 

b. Purging the Voter Rolls 

In 1956 a number of the councils undertoak an 


examination of the registration records in these parishes, 


C-13 








N 


ty undertook very little personal examination of records," I 
spoke to Citizens Council groups urging them to examine voter 
registration records, (6) "I told them that there were 
many unqualified people on the rolis." I advised them to 
enforce our voter qualification laws, including the con- 
Stitutional interpretation tests, and to remove unqualified 
persons from the rolis., (7) The Constitution of the State 
of Louisiana required that this test be applied. (8) 

"I think if these activities that I have advo- 
cated were applied uniformly in this state and in the rest 
of the United States we would preserve separation of the 
raceS . e« e e" (8) This would create a better qualified 
electorate. This program would officially reduce the 
number of Negro voters in this state "and to some extent 
whites . >. . it probably would have removed more whites 
than Negroes" (8) ", . e . I imagine it would have re- 
moved 100,000 Negroes and it probably would have removed ~- 
if my advice had been carried out, it would probably have. 
removed more than that many whites ...." (9) 

C., The Pamphlet - “The Key to Victory in the 
Segregation Struggle." 

The Association distributed literature about voter 
registration to the local councils, including a pamphlet 
entitled, "Veter Qualification Laws in Louisiana," sub- 
titled "The Key to Victory in the Segregation Struggle," 
This was widely distributed to the local councils and 


probably to the Registrars of Voters, I do not recail 
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personally giving a copy to a registrar, but I probably 
did, (10) 

The purpose of the pamphlet was to clear the 
rolis of "bloc" voters -- "any large group of voters who 
would cast their ballots for the same purpose." (15) 

Speaking of a "bloc" vote does not necessarily 
refer to the Negro vote. There were certainly blocks of 
white voters who "didn't vote for the best interest of 
the State of Louisiana.” (22-23) 

d, Records 

"IT am not the official custodian of the records 
of the Citizens Counciis of Louisiana.” (18) "The records 
of the Citizens Councils would be in the Shreveport office," 
Charles L, Barnett of Shreveport is the President of the 
Association of Citizens Councils and Ned Touchstone of 
Bossier City is the Secretary-~Treasurer, The latter would 


be the custodian of the records, (19) 


3. The Joint Legislative Committee 
Qe Meetings 


I do not remember the precise dates or years, 





but the Joint Legislative Committee held meetings with the 
Registrars of Voters, (10) "Uniform enforcement of the 
voter registration laws of the State of Louisiana" was 
discussed, (11) 

I have identified copies of constitutional in- 
terpretation test cards, which were first used in 


Plaquemines Parish, "[A]t each one of the meetings sets of 
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the cards were given to each of the Registrars." (12) We 
thought that the use of these cards by ail the registrars 
would provide "more uniformity than a method of random 
application of constitutional interpretation tests ... ."” 
(12) We urged the registrars to use these cards. (13) 

I do not recall whether the Joint Legislative 
Committee specifically urged any voter purge at these 
meetings, but we did urge “uniform enforcement of our voter 
registration laws," which "would include removing unquali- 
fied voters from the rolis . ..." (13) 

I presented, to the meetings with the registrars, 
some statistics on voter registration dating back to 1898 
(16) to show that voter qualification laws had been used 
to fight the battle of our whole way of life and ail our 
domestic institutions in 1898 and to show that the meetings 
were for using the laws again for the same purpose. (17-18) 

b. Records 

The Secretary of the Joint Legislative Committee, 


Mr. Ford Stinson, was the custodian of the records, (20) 
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Summary of the Deposition of — 
WILLIAM M, SHAW (White) Ba 

(P1. Ex, 22 F) E 
Deposition Taken: October 9, 1962 
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Background of the Witness, 

My name is William Marshall Shaw, I live in 
Homer, Louisiana, I am a Lawyer, (3) I was the 
general counsel for the Joint Legislative Committee 
from the time of its organization in 1954 until 1960, 

(3) I drew up the charter for the Association of 
Citizens Council of Louisiana, was the first President 
of it, and more or less helped to a great extent in 
its organization and its operation, (4) 

The Association of Citizens Councils, 

We organized the first local Citizens Council in 
Homer, Louisiana in 1955, (3) Sometime later a number 
of us went over the state organizing local councils 
at different towns and parishes over the state, There- 
after, we organized the Association of Citizens Councils 
of the State of Louisiana, which was a separate organiza- 
tion, I drew up the articles for practically a11 of 
the local councils, and I stipulated that each separate E 
council is a separate entity ~- although it might 
cooperate with others, it is not -- it cannot legally 
be affiliated with any other or surrender any of its 
power, (4) 

I was a member of the Board of Directors and an 


officer of the Association of the State Citizens 








Councils from the time of its inception up until 
Sometime in 1960 at which time I dropped out, because 
I felt like it was no longer fighting the fight the 
way I thought it ought to be fought, In other words, 
I thought they were compromising on the question of 
segregation, (4-5) 

[The deponent read Article 2 of the articles of 
incorporation of the Association, which include: "to 
protect and preserve by a11 legal means our historical 
southern social institutions in all their aspects," 
(25-26) ] That includes segregation of the races in 
public facilities, because historically that is a 
constitutional right of the people of the United States, 
(27) 

"(wlhite political supremacy is an automatic fact 
if you administer the laws the way they were intended 
to be, We were neķer supposed to be a pure democracy,” 


(27) 





3. The Joint Legislative Committee, 

While I was a member of the Association, and also 
associated with the Joint Legislative Committee, I was 
"Just as active as I could be" in the field of voter 
registration, I wrote the pamphlet "The Key to Victory," 
except for the foreword, which was written by Senator 
Rainach, and I distributed that pamphlet widely. (6) 

4. Purging the voter rolls, 
I talked to public officials, suggesting that what 


was badly needed was a complete clean-up of the voter 
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rolis, I talked to most of the registrars of voters 
in the state, and to Citizens Council groups throughout 
the state, I urged them to conduct purges of voter 
registration, (6) I also urged that the constitutional 
interpretation tests be strictly enforced, (6-7) 

I have held the office of special assistant to the 
Attorney General of the State of Louisiana, While I 
was in Baton Rouge once during this period, the Attorney 
General, then Mr, Fred LeBlanc called me and asked me 
to stop by in Ouachita Parish and talk to the registrar, 
because they were having trouble with a voter clean-up, 
(17-18) Jim Noe was there "with a group of niggers," 
and was telling the registrar she had to register then, 
not because they were qualified, "but because they were -- 


one of them was a school teacher," The registrar asked 





me, as the Attorney General's representative, whether 
or not she had to put this man back on the roll, and 
"I toid her that she did not," I advised her that she 
would have to give every applicant a registration test, 
(18) Including a constitutional interpretation test, 
(19) “Of course I pointed out to all of these registrars 
that failure to observe the law in the past was no 
excuse for failing to observe it in the future," (19) 
It is true that as a result of the purge conducted 
by individuals in Ouachita Parish there were a great 
many people taken off the rolls, “including quite a few 


niggers." (16) "ZI would without hesitation say that 
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undoubtedly the largest group of them (those taken off 


the rolls) should be niggers, If theytre not, I would 






be badly disappointed,” (17) 






5. The Constitutional Interpretation Test. 
[The Deponent identified Appendix B in the complaint 







as constitutional interpretation tests cards that were 






suggested for use in the state. (9)] In an effort to 






make things as objective as possible, Judge Leander Perez, 






according to my information in his discussions with me, 


thought we ought to draw up a printed form of tests, and 






these cards were originally adopted in Plaquemines Parish 






as a recommended form for their voter registration tests, 






I discussed the cards with the registrars, showed 







them to them, and recommended that they use them. At 





that time I was general counsel for the Joint Legislative 





Committee, (7) I thought that the interpretation test, 
if applied strictly, would keep a “good many of the white 
people and practically ail of the niggers" off the rolis, 
(7) “The reason for that is because I know that the 
niggers basically lack the intelligence to pass a reason- 
able test of this kind when fairly administered." (78) 
I told the registrars this, (8) 
ó. Visits to Various Registrira of Voters, 

[The Deponent then identified a letter to Mrs, Myrtle 
Beard, Lake Providence, Louisiana, marked Appendix C to 
the complaint,] It has my name signed to it, but obviously 


not my signature, "However, I subscribe to everything 
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that is said in there, I'm sure whoever did it probably 
did it under my direction," (12) I personally tried 
to tell every registrar the substance of this letter, 
although ' do not recall sending out such a letter to 
all of the registrars, (12) In an abbreviated way, the 
letter represents what I told the registrars while I 
was counsel for the Joint Legislative Committee, (12-13) 
I told the registrars that the constitutional test 
"is basically a test of a person's understanding, which 
is native intelligence in that you can educate a fool, 
but you'd still have nothing but an educated fool when 
you get through, and he wouldn't be able to qualify," 
(14) "If you have no native understanding to start out 
with, it can't be refined,” (14) I would say that most 
of our white people have native intelligence “and most 


of the niggers don't," (14) 


Records, 


[Pages 19-24 are the Deponent's discussion of 
certain documents he brought with hin, suet as the 
minutes of three of the Congressional District Confer- 
ences, | I would say to the best of my recollection 
the minutes represént accurately what happened at the 


meetings, (25) 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
JOHN S. GARRETT 
(PL, EX. 22 G) 
Homer, Louisiana 
October 9, 1962 


l. Background of the Witness 

I am 40 years old and a member of the Louisiana 
Legislature. I am the representative from Caliborne 
Parish, (3) 

2. The Association of Ctizens Councils 

a. Membership and Organization 

I am a past President of the Association of 
Citizens Councils of Louisiana (8) and presently a member 
of the Board of Directors. (4) 

I traveled around from parish to parish helping 
to organize iocal Citizens Councils. I promoted uniform 
enforcement of our voter registration laws (9) and dis~ 
tributed copies of "The Key to Victory in the Segregation 
Struggie." I do not recall distributing the copies myself, 
but they were distributed at the meetings sponsored by 
the Joint Legislative Committee. (10) 

b. Records 

I do not have the documents called for in the 
subpoena duces tecum which was served on me. I do not have 
any copies of the "Councilor Newsletter" published by the 
Association of Citizens Councils, I do not have minutes of 
the meetings held by the Association between January 27, 


1955 and the present because I am not the official custodian 


of the records, (4) 











I would say the records were in the State 
Association office, in the Oi1 & Gas Building in Shreve- 
port. (5) 

I do not have a copy of the Articles of Incorpora- 
tion of the Association. They are a matter of public 
record, having been filed with the Secretary of State in 
Baton Rouge. (5) 

I do not have a copy of the pamphlet, "The Key 
to Victory in the Segregation Struggie" published by the 


Association, (8) 


3. The Joint Legisietive Committee 
Ae Membership 


I have been a member of the Joint Legislative 
Committee since it was organized in 1954, I became its 


chairman in 1960. (3) 


b. Meetings 


The Committee met with various State officiais 
to discuss strict enforcement of the voter registration laws, 
(13) Also, the Committee heid meetings with the registrars 
of voters throughout the State as well as with Mr, Cutrer, 
Secretary of the State Board of Registration. I have also 
met with Mr, Oielker, Mr. Niklaus and Mr. John Deer concerre- 
ing these matters. (14) 

I recall having seen constitutional interpreta- 
tion test cards at the various District Committee Meetings, 
They were distributed as part of the plan to have a uniform 


registration program throughout the state, (10) I do not 
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recall whether these cards were printed at the expense of 
the Committee. (11) 

C. Records 

I do not have any minutes of the Congressional 
District Meetings held during the period December 1, 1958, 
through February 28, 1959 under the sponsorship of the 
Louisiana Joint Legislature Committee, (4-5) When I 
became chairman of the Committee in 1960, no records were 
turned over to me. The records are “not necessarily" still 
in possession of the Committee. No official or unofficial 
(7) minutes have been kept of the Committee's meetings since 
I became chairman, (6) 

I asked Mr, Ford E. Stinson about this, and he 
said he has no such records in his possession. He is 
currently Secretary of the Committee, (7) 

d., Professional and Legal Assistance 

There never were any investigators on the 
Committee's payroll, (11) Mr. W. M., Shaw was the 


Committee’s Legal counsel from 1954 untiil 1960, It has 


none now, (12) 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
MRS, FRANCES P., MIMS 
(PL, EX. 22 H) 
Minden, Louisiana 
October 9, 1962 
te Background of the Witness 

I operate a secretarial service, I live in 
Minden, Louisiana. (3) 

2. The Associations of Citizens Councils 

At one time I was editor of "The Councilor," a 
monthly newsletter published by the Association of 
Citizens Councils, (3) 

I am no longer editor of the "Councilor" and I 
have no records of anything that ever occurred with reference 
to the Citizens Council or the Joint Legislative Committee, 
(4) 

I wrote articles for the "Councilor" under the 
policy orders of Senator Rainach. (5) 

3. The Joint Legislative Committee 
I have attended Congressional District Meetings 


of the Joint Legislative Committee. I took minutes at one 


in Lafayette, Louisiana. I have no copies of the minutes, 


(4) 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
BILLYE L., ADAMS 
(P1. Ex. 22 I) 
Ouachita Parish; Louisiana 
October 10, 1962 


Background of the Witness 


i am an attorney. I live in Monroe, Louisiana. 


Purging the Registration Rolls 


(a) Background 

In 1956, there was a challenge of the voter rolls 
in Quachita Parish, I was then President of the Citizens 
Council, A small portion of the Council membership did 
the challenging, (3) It took place about six months 
before the gubernatorial election, At the time, the 
idea of selling votes was rampant within this parish, 
and the whole parish was in an uproar about it. (4) 

I came into the picture a little after a group 
of citizens set out to do something about the selling 
of votes and persons voting more than once. "We set 
out then to clean the rolis." (4) At the time this 
group was being organized, the Citizens Council entered 
into the picture, and all efforts were consolidated 
toward the same purpose, “[H]laving knowledge of some 
two or three years before of wholesale registration, 
whereby they would register in the halls, and people 
were registering one another," (4) we went to the 


Registrar*s office and started looking at the cards, 


and lots of them were not half filled out...we 











proceeded on a very cautious basis to challenge some 


of those that were grossly wrong." (4-5) 
(b) Purging Negro Voters 

The books were closed, but while we were there 
we had occasion to observe people who came in to 
register, They "literally did not know where they 
were, e > they were obviously being made tools. Tt 
was then that it became very apparent that we were 
missing the bulk of the ones that were unqualified to 
vote." (5) We started challenging more severely -- 
"those that the cards were not filled out correctly, 
or were not completely filled out, or [not] filled cut 
in their own handwriting, or . . . that we knew that 
didntt have, as the expression is, *sense enought to 
get in out of the rain.* (5) We started challenging 
them on the basis of inability to interpret the Con- 
stitution," (5) "lA ]t the outset the principal 
evil. e >. was that of the major colored precincts. a à 
most of the white people were over in Ward 5 across 
the river, [and they] were not coming up in that 
election, so we concentrated at the outset on these 
colored people." (5) 

The people who were challenged by affidavits of 
members of the Citizens Council were primarily Negroes. 
(6) The reason that the Negroes were challenged first 
was that there was an election coming up in the City of 


Monroe, where the Negro Wards 3 and 10 are. (15) 
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Neither in the challenging nor in urging the use 


of the constitutional interpretation test was it my 
purpose to disenfranchise Negro applicants for voting. 
CCR 9-10) 

There were other members of the Citizens Council 
who were “not necessarily" after the Negro vote as 
[much as they were for] anything to improve our 
situation in the civil rights field." (CR 10) 

As far as I remember, one-third of the total purged 
were Negroes. (CR 11) People [the Negroes who were 
challenged] would have meetings, and then come in 
large groups to attempt to be re-instated on the voter 
rolls, (17, CR 18) When all of these people were 
coming in before the election, I was still working in 
the registrarts office compiling lists. (19) 

During this time, Mrs. Lucky, the Registrar, did 
not receive advice from me about anyone who came into 
the office to register, But she knew that anyone who 
was illegally registered in our presence would be 
challenged again. (19) 

During this period of time, the registrar re~- 
ceived legal advice from the Attorney General's office 
and from Bill Shaw, who came from there, (20) 

(c) Purging White Voters 

Before the election, there had been great pressure 

on the Registrars, because the challenging of the 


Negroes had caused hundreds, and in some cases thousands, 
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to try to get into the Registrarts office at once, (14) 
Thus, after the election, when things had quieted down, 
we had the Registrar issue the challenges for the ones 
we had picked (CR 11-12, 15) "and that accounted for 
the bulk of the white people" that were challenged. 
(6) There were no longer the great crowds there had 
been before, (16-17) 

Some white persons got the notion that this was 
primarily a purge of the Negro voters, and they felt 


they should not have to follow. (CR 13) 


Constitutional Interpretation Test Cards 


After the 1956 purge I provided the Registrar 
with constitutional interpretation test cards. I did 
not provide her with the answers, (7) I could not 
identify those cards now, J recall that they were 
4 by 6 inches. (8) FI prepared the cards at the re~ 
quest of the Registrars. (CR 8) 

T not only encouraged the Registrar to give the | 
test, but also "encouraged her to insist [that] future 
registrants...show their qualifications," This in- 
cluded those people who had been challenged. (8) 

When I prepared the constitutional interpretation 
test cards, "I attempted...to get thoughts as concise 
as possible, basic provisions that were short." (13) 

I do not believe the constitutional interpretation 
test was used in Ouachita Parish prior to 1956. I am 


under the impression that it is being used there today. 


(7) 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
EDDIE R., HEARD (Negro) 
(Pl. Ex; 23 A) 
Webster Parisi 
January 21, 1963 


Background of the Witness 


I live in Minden, Louisiana. I have lived in 
Webster Parish since 1957. (2) I have owned my own 
home for about 5 years. I am 44 years old. I have 
an M.A. degree and I have been the Principal of G. L., 
Jones Elementary School in Minden since 1955. (3) 
Efforts to Register 

I first registered to vote in Webster Parish 
in the registration period between 1949 and 1953. 1 
registered again in the next period, I attempted 
to re-register in 1957, but I was turned down on 
the interpretation test. (4) I have not attempted 
to register since that time. (CR 6) 

I have heard and read that a new test is now 
being given by the registrar. (CR 7-8) 

Registration Procedure 

‘hen I went into the registrar's office in 1957, 
she first asked me whether I had been registered 
before. I told her I had been, and then she gave me 
the interpretation test. (4) 

Experience with the Interpretation Test 
The part of the Constitution I was required to 


read was in a book. (4) "She picked it out for me 











and asked me to read it, and I read it S eniin Then 
she asked me what my interpretation ef it, and I gave 
her my interpretation of it; and she told me that 
wasn't quite it, to try again; and I tried again, and 
she said, ‘That's not it;* and that was all I left," 
(5) I have identified the section that I tried to 
explain as Article 14, Section 24,2 [of the Louisiana 
TE (5) I think that the interpretation 
that I gave the registrar (when ¥ was turned down) was 
correct, (CR 8) "Itm not familiar with the methods 

of taxation and all of the procedures that go on in New 
Orleans; but after reading that portion of the constitu 


tion as it was handed to me, I feel that my interpretation 


was as good as anybody could give it." (CR 9) 





1 
< "The City of New Orleans by a vote of three~fourths 


of all members of the Sewerage and Water Board of New 
Orleans, approved by a vote of three~-fourths of all 
members of the Board of Liquidation, City Debt, and 
approved by resolution of the Commission Council, or 
its successor as the governing body of said municipal- 
ity, adopted by a vote of two-thirds of all the members 
of said Council, or governing body, shail have power 
and is hereby authorized to issue bonds to the amount 
of Nine Million Dollars ($9,000,000,00) of said City, 
to be styled "City of New Orleans, Sewerage, Water 

and Drainage Serial Gold Bonds”, and to bear such 

rate of interest as the Board of Liquidation, City 
Debt, may fix from time to time as said bonds are 
offered for sale, as hereinafter provided, for the 
purpose of constructing and extending the sewerage, 
water and drainage system of said City." — 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
EDDIE V. MORGAN (Negro) 
(Pl. Ex. 23 B) 
webster Parish 
January 21, 1963 


Background of the Witness 

I live in Minden, Louisiana, I have lived in 
Webster Parish all my life. I am 57 years old. I 
have owned my own home since 1942, I finished high 
school and later took a teacher training course and 
an extension course from Grambling College. I have 
been in the insurance business since 1936. (23) 
Efforts to Register 

I first registered to vote in Yebster Parish 
in 1945 and I registered every four years until 1961. 
(4,8) I was turned down when I tried to register in 
1961. (4) I have not gone back since then because 
“I knew I was right in the first place, and if she 
turned me down then, I didn't see any use of going 


back." (CR 10) 


Registration Procedure 


In 1957, the registrar gave me an interpretation 
test, which I passed. (CR 8) In 1961, I was again 
given an interpretation test, but I did not pass. 


(4-5) 


Experience with the Interpretation Test 
In 1957 I passed the interpretation test. I 


do not recall what it was about, but I know it was not 


Article 10, Section 1 [of the Louisiana Constitution]. 


(CR 8-9) 

















The time that I was turned down the registrar 
“reached under the counter and got a page torn from 
the Louisiana Constitution, and she told me to read 
that and interpret it... . [T]he first few words 
I said she stopped me; she said, tYourtre wrong, 
read it again.* I read it the second time and she 
said the same thing, *Read it again.* Well, the third 
time I used the same procedure, and after I read it 
she said, *Youtre wrong.t" (4) When the registrar 
told me to stop, I was “interpreting it to... my 
best understanding." (5) I have identified the section 
that I was required to read and interpret as the first 


part of Article 10, Section 1 of the Louisiana 


1 
Constitution, (5) 





"The power of taxation shall be vested in the 
Legislature; shall never be surrendered, suspended 
or contracted away; and all taxes shall be uniform 
upon the same class of subjects throughout the terri- 
torial limits of the authority levying the tax, and 
shall be levied and collected for public purposes 
only. No property shall be assessed for more than 
its actual cash value, ascertained as directed by 
law, and all tax-payers shall have the right of 
testing the correctness of their assessments before 
the courts at the domicile cf the assessing authority, 
or as may be directed by law. The valuation and 
classification fixed for State purposes shall be 
the valuation and classification for local purposes; 
but the taxing authorities of the local subdivision 
may adopt a different percentage of such valuation 
for purposes of local taxation," 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
T. ELLA REAVES (Negro) 
(P1. Ex. 23 C) 
Vebster Parish 
January 21, 1963 

Background of the Witness 

I live in Minden, Louisiana. I have lived in 
Webster Parish all my life. I have owned my own 
home since 1942, I am 54 years old and I am a widow. 
I have a B.S. degree from Grambling College and have 
done graduate work in Boulder, Colorado. I teach 
elementary school and have been teaching for about 
30 years. (2-3) 
Effort to Register 

I first registered to vote in Webster Parish 
in the late Forties. I had no trouble registering 
until 1957, when I was turned down for not being 
able to interpret the Constitution. (4) I came back 
to the registrar's office a half-a-dozen times 
between 1957 and 1961, but I never was actually 
refused ~ I never got into the office. "I would get 
up to the door and they would say, ‘Time is out," 
(CR 7) I became registered to vote in 1961, (CR 6, 7) 
I have not voted since that time. (CR 7) | 
Registration Procedure 


In 1957, after I filled out an application 


card, I was asked to read and interpret a part of 


the Constitution, (4) and my interpretation was not 
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satisfactory. (5) In 1961, I was again asked to 
interpret the Constitution, This time I passed and 
became registered. (6) 

Experience with the Interpretation Test 

The time I tried to register in 1957 "she 
reached underneath and pulled a leaf from the 
Constitution and... . She asked me to read it. 
So, I read it silently, not knowing that she was 
going to take and ask me to interpret it, but she 
did." (4) ”[S]he pulled it off, and said: ‘Now, 
what did you read?! So, I tried to recall some of 
the things that were on this; it was on the grand 
and petit juries. I began to tell her what I 
gathered from it; I found that there were to be 12 
jurors on the =- the constitution provides for 12 
jurors to be on the courts; and then there was 
another kind of jury... . She said that wasn't 
enough,” (5) 

I have identified the section that I was asked 
about as Article 7, Section 41 of the Louisiana 
Constitution. I had to read from "all cases . . ." 
down to the end. (5)2/ 

I became a registered voter in january 1961 
after successfully interpreting a section about 


taxation, (6) 


1/ “A11 cases in which the punishment may not be at hard 


labor shall, until otherwise providéd by law, be tried 

by the judge without a jury. Cases, in which the punish- 
ment‘may be at hard labor, shall be tried by a jury of ”’ 
five, all of whom must concur to render a verdict; cases, 
in which the punishment is necessarily at hard labor, by 
a jury of twelve, nine of whom must concur to render 4 
verdict; cases in which the punishment may be capital, 

by a jury of twelve, all of whom must concur to render a 
verdict.” 


D~6° 











Summary of the Deposition of 
DR. CLYDE . SIMS (Negro) 
(PL. Ex. 23 D) 
Webster Parish 
January 21, 1963 


Background of the Witness 


I live in Minden, Louisiana. I have lived in 
Webster Parish since 1948. I have owned my own home 
for about 20 years. I am 59 years old. I have a 
B.S. degree and a D.D.S. degree. I am a dentist, 
(2-3) 

Efforts to Register 

I registered to vote in Webster Parish for the 
first time in 1950. (3) I re-gistered in 1954, but 
when I tried to register in 1957 I "had trouble," I 
was unable to register because I did not interpret 
the Constitution. (4) 

I went back to the registrar’s office in 1960 
and passed the interpretation test. (4) I have not 
registered since 1961 “because I had trouble before, 
and it’s embarrassing to go in, feeling that you're 
qualified and all, and are turned down; it’s really 
embarrassing," (CR 7) 

Registration Procedure 

"then I went into the registrar's office in 1957, 
Mrs. Clement, the registrar, gave me a book and told 
me to read a passage. After I had read it, she told 


me to explain it. I told her I could not do so 


without reading that which preceded what I had been 














asked to explain. (4) She just told me to come 
back. (10) Again, in 1960 I was asked to read 


and interpret. This time I passed. (4) 


Experience with the Interpretation Test 


I did not try to explain the provision I was 
given in 1957 because I could not do it without 
reading the preceding part. (4) I told the 
registrar this, and she said, "‘Jell, you can come 
back." (4) I do not remember what the section was 
about. (10) 

When I became registered in 1960, I passed 


the interpretation test. (4) 








APPENDIX EÈ 
OUACHITA PARISH 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
HELEN BILLINGS (Negro) 
Ouachita Parish 
January 22, 1963 


Background of the Witness 
I live in Monroe, Louisiana, I have lived 
in Ouachita Parish since 1938. I am 44 years old. 


My husband and I own our own home, I have a 


[ate 


high school education, and I am a beautician, 


I run my own beauty shop. (2-3) 


Efforts to Register 


I was registered to vote in Ouachita Parish, 
I think it was in 1956, Then I was challenged. 

I went to the registrar's office, was told there 
was nothing wrong with the application card I 
had filled out before, and was put back on the 
rolls. (4) 

I was later challenged again, and when I went 
to the registrar's office, I was told to re-register, 
(5, CR 11, CR 13-17) I filled out a new appli- 
cation card, and then I gave my explanation of 
something that was printed on a card. (6, CR 
13-17) I am not sure whether I filled out this 
particular: one the first time I ever registered 


or the time I.went back after I was chdlienged 


the second time. (CR 12, 27) 

















I have heard about the new test the registrar 
is giving. I have seen the cards and I think I 
could pass the new test. (CR 19-20) I have not 
taken the new test (CR 20) because they are 
Still asking questions like the one I failed on 


before -~ at least that is what I understand, 


(CR 21) 


Experience with the Interpretation Test 

After I filled out my application card, the 
registrar gave me another card and told me to 
read and explain it. "I told her what I thought 
it meant, and she said what I was saying was 
right, but it wasn't the way she wanted me to 
say it." (6) When I left, the registrar toid 
me to go and study it again, I asked whether I 
would get the same section again, and the regis- 
trar answered, "Most likely, no." (6) I received 
this test card in the following manner: the 
registrar “reached under the desk and she got one, 
and she looked at it and she put that one back; 
and she got another one, and she gave it to me," 
(6) I have identified a card entitled "Article 
if, Section 10 [of the United States Constitution] 
as being similar to the one I was required to 
explain. "It was something like this, because 


it was speaking of imports and exports." (7) 


E-2 





Exhibit to the Deposition 
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I am not positive that the interpretation 


I gave was correct "because she (the registrar) 
said I was saying it right, but it wasn't like 
she wanted me to say it; so, you know I didn't 
know what tothink then." (CR 13) "[T]lo my 


own knowledge, I felt I was right." (CR 30) ga 


Ability to Interpret 

[She was asked what a republican form of 
government was, By her answer she indicated 
that she thought this was a reference to the 
Republican Party. (CR 21) She stated that 
the card she had to interpret was something 
about exports and imports, When asked what 
this meant, she replied, "An export means to 


send out: and import means to bring in," 


(CR 30)] 


Application Card [The deponent identified 
the following rejected applicafion card as one 
she filled out. (6) The reason for rejection 
given ty the registrar in answer to interrogatories 
filed in 1962 (P1, Ex. 27) is set out in brackets]. 
P-11: dated August 29, 1956. [Correct card but 


failed Constitution] 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
RUBY LEE CYRUS (Negro) 
Ouachita Parish 

January 22, 1963 


Background of the Witness 

I live in West Monroe, Louisiana, I have 
lived in Ouachita Parish almost a11 my life. I 
am 32 years old. I obtained my undergraduate 
degree from Grambling College and I have 15 
hours toward a Master's Degree. I have been 


teaching elementary school for five years. 


(2-3) 


Efforts to Register 

I first tried to register to vote in Ouachita 
Parish in April 1956, I tried two times that 
month and both times, after I had filled out an 
application card, I was given an interpretation 
test. Both times I failed, (4-5) 

I tried to register to vote again in 1957, 
but again she told me my interpretation was wrong, 
(8) 

I finally registered two or three years ago 
after successfully interpreting Article 3, Section 


Yynited Ststes 


1 [of the Gime Constitution] (5, 8) I 


have voted about seven times since then, (CR 9) 











Registration Procedure 


The first two times, I filled out an applica- 
tion card before I was given the interpretation 
test, The first time the registrar handed me a 
Single card to interpret; the second time, I was 
required to interpret two test cards, (9) 

When I became registered two or three years ago, 

I again was required to interpret the Constitution, 
(8) 

Experience with the Interpretation Test 

When I first tried to register in April 1956, 
"I filled out the card, and then Mrs, Lucky gave 
me another card with part of the constitution on it 
to interpret . .. . it was about a person that 
could not testify against himself, and this is what 
I thought it meant: That you could not testify 
against yourself, you must have a judge and a jury 
in any capitol offense; and I thought it meant that 
once you had been tried for a crime, you could not 
be tried the second time, She said that it was 
wrong, and told me to come back later .... 

I went back five days later (4) , .. . she gave 

me a part of the Louisiana Constitution, about the 
three departments of government in Louisiana: 
Judicial, Executive and the Legislative, and she 
asked me what did they mean, what was the purpose of 
each one of them; and I told her that the Judicial 


made the laws ~ that the Legislative made the laws 














and the Judicial saw that it was carried out; and 

she told me that was wrong, and to come back later," 

(5) I have identified a card entitled "The Constitu- 

tion, Article 4" [U.S, Const,.-4th Amendment] as one 

which I was asked to interpret, (6) I told the 

registrar that Article 4 meant "that nobody could | E 
just go into a person's house and take their | 
belongings without a warrant from the law, and it 


had to specify in this warrant what they were to 





search and seize; and she told me that was wrong," 
(6-7) Again in 1957, the registrar told me my 
interpretation was wrong, (8) 
5. Ability to Interpret 
[She was asked to read Article 4 of the 
Constitution, which she did, (CR 10) She was 


then questioned about her mispronunciation of the 





word "probable" as"probably." She was asked what 
the word meant, and she answered, "can or cannot be," 
She then was asked about her mispronunciation of the 
word "affirmation" (CR 10) ] 
6. Exhibits to the Deposition 

Application Cards [The deponent identified the 
following rejected applications as ones she filled 
out (7) The reason for rejections given by the 
Registrar, in answer to interrogatories filed in 
1962 (P1. Ex.27), are set out in brackets,] P-=1; 
dated April 19, 1956 [Incorrect ward and precinct, 


Name of householder, 308 Class Street, W. Monroe. |] 


E-6 








P-2: dated “April 21, 1956" [Same errors as a 
previous card, Incorrect ward and precinct, 


Name of householder, 308 Class Street, W. Monroe,] 














Summary of the Deposition of 
LILLIE B. JACOBS (Negro) 
Ouachita Parish 
January 22, 1963 


Background of the Witness 
I have lived in Ouachita Parish most of my 

life. I am 38 years old. I went to the tenth 

grade in high school. I am the custodian at 


one of the high schools. I live in Monroe, 


(2-3) 


Efforts to Register 

I registered and voted in 1955. (4) Then, 
my registration status was challenged, and I was 
required to re-register, I was taken off the 
rolis again in 1958. (4-6) This time, I went 
to the registrar's office two days one week and 
every day the following week. (7) I became 
registered on the “seventh or eighth try... . 
I guess she [the registrar] just got tired of 
my coming back." (8) I was taken off the roils 
again in 1960 (6) for reasons unknown to me. 

(CR 12-15). 

I have been to the registrar's office twice 
Since I was last removed from the roils, but I 
did not get an opportunity to try to register. 
(11) I have heard the registrar is giving a 
new test now, but I do not know anything about 


it, (CR 15) 




















Registration Procedure 

One of the times in 1958 there was an 
error on my application form (7, 10), and one 
time I arrived too late to fili out a card. 
(7) Each of the other times, after I had 
finished filling out the application card, the 
registrar came over and got one card, which 
she had gotten from a desk or a drawer. "I 
couldn't pick it up from the desk . .. I was 


to read it, then give her my understanding of 


at." (9) 


Experience with the Interpretation Test 

The third time I tried in 1958 I was given 
"a verse of the Constitution to interpret; and 
that wasn't right, the way I interpreted it. 
She toid me it was too much like the original 
verse, The next day, then I was given another 


one; and the Registrar, which was Mrs, Lucky, 


She did not accept my explanation of the verse," 


(8) One of the sections I had to explain was 
Article 4, Section 4 [of the United States 
Constitution]. (9) Only once was I told what 
was wrong with my explanation -- "That it was 
too much from remembering the same thing that 


I had read." (10) 
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Ability to Interpret 


[She was asked what a republican form of 


government was; 


first she replied that she 


“could not answer that now." (CR 18) Then, 


She said, "That means that it guarantees every 


State - to protect the states from invasion, 


or something like that, that every state should 


have equal protection." (CR 18) 


[She was asked if she were nervous and 


whether she could collect her thoughts if she 


were given 20 minutes to calm down, (20-21) 


After 25 minutes, she was asked to explain 


the difference between a Republican and a 


Democratic form of government. (CR 22) She 


replied, "I'll answer you frank; I could answer 


that question, but it -- this I had been told 


when =-=- that you had to be able to read some of 


the constitution and explain it, and I had been 


Studying it at that time and was prepared for 


it; and I haven't read it in quite some time, 


and I know it, but it just -- right now, just 


being so nervous it just wontt come to me," 


(22-23) 


Then, 


she was asked how the local state 


district judges were placed in office, and she 


answered that “the judicial judge is elected. , 


by the voters 


district, 


e 


e. >» > the people that's in that 


" (CR 23) When asked what the judge's 








duties and responsibilities were, she replied 


that "he is to rule over the highest court 

here in the city, if I'm not mistaken," When 
asked, "What does your police juror do?" she 
Said, "I'm not too familiar with the law on those 


things . .,.. ." (CR 23)] 


Exhibits to the Deposition 


Application Cards [The deponent identified 
the following seven rejected applications as one 
she had filled out. (8, CR 19-20) The Registrar's 
reasons for rejection, given in answer to inter- 
rogatories filed in 1962 (P1. Ex. 27) are set 
out in brackets, ] 

P-4:; dated September 9, 1959, with the age in 
months and days circled, [Birthdate incorrect] 
P-5: dated September 11, 1959. [Registration 
card made with pencil] 

P-6: dated September 11, 1959, with the age in 
months and days circled. [Birthdate incorrect] 
P-7: dated September 14, 1959. [Made correctly, 
failed Constitution] This card is signed by the 
Deputy Registrar, 

P-8: dated September 15, 1959. [Made correctly, 


failed Constitution] This card is signed by 


the Deputy Registrar, 








P-9: dated September 


failed Constitution] 
Deputy Registrar. 
P-10: dated September 


in the blank for year 


[Age incorrect. ] 
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16, 1959. [Made correctiy, 


This card is signed by the 


17, 1959, with a check mark 


of birth, which was omitted. 


1. 





Summary of the Deposition of 
BETTY RUTH LEE (Negro) 
Ouachita Parish 
January 22, 1963 
.Background of the Witness 
I live in West Monroe, Louisiana, I have 
lived in Ouachita Parish ali my life, I am 29 
years old. I have a B.S. Degree in Science 
and Physical Education and I am working toward 


an Elementary Education Degree, I am now in 


my third year of teaching elementary school, 


(2~3) 


Efforts to Register 

i have only tried to register to vote in 
Ouachita Parish one time, in 1958, I failed 
the interpretation test. "I haven't been back 
for the simple reason that I thought I inter- 
preted it correct the first time... a" and 
I thought that it would te the Same way again. 


(CR 6) 


Registration Procedure 
I was handed a card and told to read and 


interpret it, which I.did. I did not pass. (4) 




















Experience with the interpretation Test 


"I was given a card and told to read it, and 
after I read the card I was supposed to interpret 
it; and the person that handed me the card said 
I didn't interpret it to her satisfaction .... 
The card was concerning something about a 
Republican and a Democratic form of government," 
(4) The registrar did not tell me what was 


wrong with my interpretation. (11) 


Ability to Interpret 


[She was asked what the word "adamant" 
meant, and she replied that she did not know. 
(CR 7) She was asked what a republican form 
of government was, and she answered, the "the 
Republican form of government more or less 
represents - it's a centralized form, and it 
more or less represents - they are more or 
less concerned with bank interest, and so forth." 
(CR 9) She stated that a "Democratic form of 
government is more or less a decentralized form 
of government." (CR 9) When asked whether 
she had said the Republican Party is made up 
more or less of bankers, she replied, "I didn't 
say it was made up of bankers, I said that when 
it was first -- when the party was first started, 
that its interests more or less catered to bank 
interest, and it more or less cultivated it if 


you know what I mean." (11)] 


E-14 

















Exhibit to the Deposition 


Application Card [The deponent identified 
the following rejected application card as one 
she filled out. (9) The reason for rejection T 
given by the registrar in answers to interrog- 
atories filed in 1962 (Pi, Ex, 27) is set out 
in trackets]. 

P-3: dated “March 7, 1958" and signed by the 
Deputy Registrar with the notation (Con the 


reverse side): "could not Int Constitution," 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
MINNIE KELLY DOUGLAS (Negro) 
(Pl, Ex. 25 A) 

East Feliciana Parish 
January 28, 1963 


Background of the Witness 


I am 30 years old and have lived in East Feliciana 
Parish all of my life. I have a B.A. degree from Leland 
College, and am employed as a school teacher. (3) I 
own my own home and land consisting of “eight acres 


more or less," (6) 


Efforts to register 


I was a registered voter in East Feliciana Parish 
before I was taken off the rolls. (3) After that I 
tried twice to get back on, (384) I passed on the 


second attempt, (4) and am now a registered voter. (3) 


Registration Procedure 


On both occasions, I had to fill out an application 
card. After filling out the application, I had to in~- 


terpret part of the Constitution, (4) 


Experience with the Interpretation Test 


Each time I pulled a card with three parts of the 
Constitution on it, and I had to read each part and then 
choose the one that I was going to interpret. (4) I 
interpreted the part that I selected as best I could, 
but the registrar said it was incorrect, (4-5) I 


thought my interpretation was correct, The Registrar 


told me what he thought was the correct interpretation, 
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When he finished, I still thought my interpretation 
was correct, although the Registrar used different 
words. (5) After he told me my interpretation was 
incorrect he said "come another day to try again," 
(6) I studied the Constitution of the United States, | a 
and I understood it when I read it, (6) I passed i 
the second time, (4) 

5. Exhibits to the Deposition 
The deponent identified the following applications, one 
rejected and one accepted, as the ones she filled out, 
(6) 
Pe263 dated June 6, 1959, 


P-27: dated August 15, 1959 and signed by the Registrar. 











Summary of the Deposition of 
WILLARD GRANSBERRY (Negro) 
CPL. Ex. 25 B) 

Bast Feliciana Parish 
January 28, 1963 


Background of the Witness 


I am 29 years old and have lived in East Feliciana 
Parish all of my life. (3) I work in the bakery at 
the East Louisiana State Hospital in Jackson, (9) I 
went to the seventh grade, and then I went to a G.I. 
School where I was rated 10.14, which is two points 
short of going into the lith grade, (6) I am presently 
buying my own home, (9) I was in the service for two 


years, (3) 


Efforts to Register 


I was a registered voter in East Feliciana Parish 
when [I received a letter telling me they were challenging 
me because the Registrar had "signed my application.” 
(3—4) This was in 1959, (3) I applied to get back on 
the rolls seven times. (4) I am now a registered 
voter. (3) The first time I failed the test, the 
Registrar told me to study the Constitution, I went to 
the library to get a book, but "they told me they didn't 
have one that contained the [Louisiana] Constitution. 
(8) Then I went to the principal of the school I was 
going to at the time, and she said she had one at home, 
but she never did find it, so I failed to get one," 


(8=9) I had a copy of the United States Constitution 


Fu 3 








in a dictionary at home, and had already studied that. 
(9) There was no one trying to keep me from finding 


a copy of the Constitution, (CR 10) 


Registration Procedure 


I had to fill out an application card every time I 
went. (4) When I would fill out the card correctly, 
"I had to pull a card from a stack of cards he had 
containing the Constitution of Louisiana," There were 
about 45 or 50 cards in the stack, The writing part 
ae turned down, so that I could not tell what was on 
the card when I pulled it. (4) After I pulled the 
card and read it, I would tell the Registrar what [I 


thought it meant, (5) 


Experience with the Interpretation Test 


The first time I took the test the card I chose 
read: "The exercise of the police power shall not be 
abridged, Article 19, Section 18, Louisiana Constitution," 
That was the only clause on the card, J told the Registrar 
what I thought it meant, and he said it was incorrect. 
(5) I took the interpretation test three times in all. 
I passed the third time; so I failed twice on the in- 
terpretation. (5) The first two times I took the 
interpretation test the card had only one paragraph on 
it. The third time I took the test (the time I passed) 
there were three paragraphs on the card. I was allowed 
to choose the one I wanted to interpret. The one [I 
passed on was "Congress shall make no law in establishing 


the right of religion or prohibit the free exercise 
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therefore ~~ thereon." (7) My answer was “Congress 
Shall make no law ~=- to pass no law that =~ telling 
you what denomination you should worship == Catholic, 
or Jewish, or Protestant, And he (the Registrar) 
said, *Thatts right ~~ freedom of religion.t" (8) 


5. Exhibits to the Deposition 





The deponent identified the following application 
cards, seven rejected and one accepted, as the ones he 
filled out, (6) 

P37 ¢ dated January 16, 1959 with the notations: "Art 19, 
Sec 18 La, Const," 

P-38: dated February 13, 1959, 

Pw393 dated March 21, 1959, 

P=40: dated july 25, 1959. 

Pedi: dated October 15, 1959. 


Pw42: dated October 17, 1959. 





Pe43: dated October 20, 1959 with the notation: “Art 1 
Sec 11 La. Const." 


P=44:; dated October 23, 1959 and signed by the Registrar, 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
GAYDEN PERKINS (Negro) 
CPi. Bx; 25 C) 
East Feliciana Parish 
January 28, 1963 


Background of the Witness 
eae ate reenter as aa aa 


I am 39 years old. I lived in East Feliciana 
Parish all of my life until January of 1962, when I 
moved to East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana, (3) TI 
am employed as a construction worker and I also do a 
little farming, (6) I have finished high school and 
have had a year and a half of college at Southern 
University. (6-7) I was in the service from February 
of 1943 until January of 1946, in the United States 


and the Far Bast. (7) 


Efforts to Register 


I first registered to vote in about 1950 or 1951, 
(3) I do not remember the year I was taken off the 
rolis. (3-4) I have tried to get back on the rolis 
twice, The first time, I filled out my application 
form but was "disqualified" for putting down the wrong 
date, "The second time I was disqualified on account 
of I didn?t answer that part concerning the Constitution, 
but I filled my form out." (4) I am not now registered 
in East Baton Rouge Parish, nor have I tried to register 
since moving there. (CR 7) 
Registration Procedure 

I filled the form out. The Registrar "had a box of 


cards that they used to pick a card out." (5) I picked 
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out a card, and I was given a few seconds to look it 


over. Then he asked me to explain it. (5) 


Experience with the Interpretation Test 


I picked a card out of a box that had quite a 
number of cards in it. The card I drew had two or 
three paragraphs on it concerning the Constitution, 
(4) I was given a few seconds to look the card over 
and decide what paragraph I wanted to answer, I do 
not remember clearly whether I read it or whether the 
Registrar read the part I chose, but “then he asked 
me to explain it." (5) I explained it to the best 
of my ability, but the Registrar read off the answer 
from a book "and proved [to] me that I was wrong on 
my interpretation," (5) I do not remenber what the 
question was about. (6) 

Exhibits to the Deposition 

The deponent identified the following rejected 

applications as ones he had filled out. (4) 
P-19: dated June 9, 1959, 
P=20: dated June 12, 1959 with the notation: "Art, 


Sec 2 La. Const." 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
REVEREND THOMAS N. PHILLIPS (Negro) 
(P1. Ex, 25 D) 

East Feliciana Parish 
January 28, 1963 


Background of the Witness 


T am 66 years old and have lived in East Feliciana 
Parish all of my life. I ama pastor, I have a ninth 
grade education, I own property in East Feliciana 
Parish. (3) 

Efforts to Register 

i first registered to vote in East Feliciana 
Parish in December of 1951, and T remained a registered 
voter "up until they cut us off, T think it was in 
? 58," (344) I voted during the time I was registered, 
As near as I can guess, I tried to get back on 4 or 5 
times in all after they cut us off, (4) I am not a 


registered voter. (3) 


Registration Procedure 


Every time you would go in you would have to fill 
out an application card. (6) Then "he would take 
those cards and hold them up just like a deck of cards," 
"He hold them up...and he tell you to pull one of 
them." (5) "When you pull it, he wants you to read it 
and interpret it." (7) Then you "read it out to him 
so he could hear it," and then I gave the interpretation, 


"tand then he said it wouldntt pass," (7) You do not 


get to pull one of these cards every time, I pulled 








the cards two times. [The two times his application 


card was accepted]. (6) 


Experience with the Interpretation Test 


After I pulled the card, I read it out loud to the 
Registrar, and then J gave the interpretation. (7) 
One of the two times IT pulled a card it was about the 
right to bear arms. The other time it was about search 
and seizure, I cannot recall whether or not there was 
more than one paragraph on the card that I pulled. (6) 
The time I got the card about the right to bear arms, 
I said, "We bear arms, but not concealed," The 
registrar Said that was wrong, He said I said too. 
much, (CR 14). I could have said "not concealed," 
(7) The other time my interpretation was "To search 
you would have to get an authorized authority to read 
a warrant." The Registrar said that “wouldntt go," 
(7) He said I said too much. (CR 14) I could have 
just said "read a warrant." (7) 
Ability to Interpret 

The deponent was asked on cross~examination to 
read and interpret the Fourth Amendment to the United 
States Constitution. His interpretation was: "I mean 
the person that comes to seize or search has to be 
authorized, that*s a11.” He was then asked, "Authorized 
by whom?" and he replied, "By the judge." He was then 
asked "What judge, the local judge?", and replied, 


"according to what district hes in." (CR 10) He was 
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then asked to read and interpret the Second Amendment 


to the United States Constitution. His interpretation 


was: "That means you can bear arms, but not conceal 


them," (CR 12) 


Exhibits to Deposition 


The deponent identified the following rejected 


applications as ones he filled out, (4) 
P=28: dated December 5, 1958, 

Pw29: dated June 11, 1959 with the notation; 
Sec 7 La. Const," 

P30: dated March 6, 1959 with the notation; 
Const. 2nd Amendment," 


P~3l: dated June 1, 1959, 


Pe323 dated June 26, 1959, 


"Art 1 


"U.S. 











Summary of the Deposition of 
MARTE QUITE (Negro) 
(P1. Ex. 25 E) 
East Feliciana Parish 
January 28, 1963 


Background of the Witness 


I am 44 years old, and I live in Jackson, Louisiana. 
i was born in Jackson, I am employed as a cook for the 
Bast Louisiana State Hospital. I have a seventh grade 


education, (3) 


Efforts to Register 


I was previously registered in East Feliciana 
Parish “in the first registration ~~ I don't remember 
what year." I am not now registered., (3) I do not 
remember exactly when I was taken off the rolis, but 
it was coming up to the last election, "Three years 
[ago] to my remembrance." (3-4) I found out I was 
taken off the rolls when I got a letter from the voting 
office at Clinton, (CR 10) I did not respond to the 
letter at that time because it said I had not filled out 
my papers, and I know I had, "I had just decided to 
give it up," but "the lady that I worked under, she 
told me that I shouldnt t give up, but just go back 
and try it again." (CR 10) The lady I work under 
(at the hospital) is white, (CR 11) I dontt remember 
exactly how many times I came back to try to get 
registered. "I samé so many times until I really don?t 
remember, But every day, you know, after I started, 


I come ahead, but I dontt remember." (CR 11) 
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I did not know that there is now a new and different 


kind of test for registration. (CR 11) 


Registration Procedure 


I had to fill out an application card, (4) “When 
I finished with the filling of the paper, well, he would 
shuffle out the [test] cards, have you pick one from 
the bunch, and after you picked it you was supposed to 
read it and answer the questions on it." (5) I had 
no way of knowing what was on the card before I picked 


ty. Ç5) 


Experience with the Interpretation Test 


The [three] times I filled out my card correctly, 
the Registrar shuffled some cards out and I picked one 
from the bunch, After I picked the card, I read it to 
myself. (5) There were three questions on the card, 
and you could pick the one that you felt you could 
answer, Each time I chose a card,-I gave an answer, 
but the Registrar would just shake his head and smile, 
indicating that I was wrong. (6) I do not remember 
exactly what the provisions were that I had to interpret, 
because it has been so long. (6) One of them was 
about worshipping God or something like that, and one 
of them was “something about resolution," (6+7) 

I have identified and read: "The justification of 
power of the United States shall be vest in one Supreme 
Court and such inferior Courts as the Congress may make 


from time to time...’ as one of the provisions I chose 
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to interpret. (CR 8) I understand the term "operate 


and establish" to mean "that they would have a certain 
time to have their meeting from time to time. That's 


the way I answered it," (CR 89) 


Exhibit to the Deposition 


The deponent identified the following rejected 
application cards as ones she filled out. (4) 
Pe3: dated October 31, 1959. 
Pm4: dated November 31, 1959. 
Pe5: dated November 4, 1959. 
Pm63; dated December 7, 1959, 
P-7: dated December 8, 1959 with the notation: "Form 5." 
Pe8: dated December 9, 1959 with the notation: "Form 


#21," 

















Summary of the Deposition of 
HOSEA MACK SENSELY (Negro) 
(Pl, Ex, 25 F) 

East Feliciana Parish 
January 28, 1963 


Background of the Witness 

I am 30 years old and have lived in East Feliciana 
Parish ever since I was born, (3) I do construction 
work for the Pat Alexander Concrete Company. I have 
a high school education, having finished the 12th 
grade., (5) 
Efforts to Register 

I am not now a registered voter in East Feliciana 
Parish, I attempted to register on one occasion (3) 
and was turned down because the Registrar Said my in~ 
terpretation of the Constitution was not right. (5) 
Registration Procedure 

The one time I tried to register, I had to fill out 
an application card first, Then I had to explain some-~ 
thing that was on a card. (3) 
Experience with the Interpretation Test 

Ketone a filled out my application card, there was 
a stack of cards with a question or so on them. (4) 
The cards were turned bottom up and I had to pick one 
out. I had no way of knowing what was on the card 
before I picked it out. The registrar stated that I 
was “supposed to read it and then explain to him what 


it meant." (4) “ZT read it and then I gave it back 











` 


to him, He asked me to explain it to him," I 
explained what I had read to the best of my ability, 
but he said it was not right., He did not tell me 


what was wrong with my explanation. (5) 


Exhibits to the Deposition 


The deponent identified the following rejected 
application card as one he filled out. (3) 


P<10: dated May 24, 1958, 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
THELMA SMITH (Negro) 
(Pl, Ex. 2568) 

East Feliciana Parish 
January 28, 1963 


Background of the Witness 


I am 44 years old and have lived in East Feli- 
ciana Parish all of my life, I work in the 
cafeteria at the Ethyl Corporation in Baton Rouge. 
(3) I went to the tenth grade, (10) 
Efforts to Register 

I had been registered to vote in East Feli- 
ciana Parish, Then, I was taken off the rolls, 
(3) I tried to reregister: "I must have tried for 
about 5 or 6 times before I passed." (4) During 
the time I was trying, I studied the Federal and 
Louisiana Constitutions, (8) I am now registered and 
have voted since 1959, (CR 10) 
Registration Procedure 

When I tried to reregister (after having been 
removed from the rolls), the first thing I was 
required to do each time was fill out an application 
card, (4) If this card were not filled out correct~ 
ly, I could not go on; (5) if it were, I could then 


take the interpretation test, (5-6) 
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Experience with the Interpretation Test 


The three times that my application card was 


correct I selected my interpretation test card by 
picking it from a group of cards fanned out in the 
registrar's hand, (5-6) I could not see what was on 
the card before she selected it, I was then told to 
read the card I had selected and to choose one 

[of the three] provisions to interpret, (6) 

"You don't read it out to her, you just tell her 
which one ~ after you read it and after you do that 
then she will ask to give the answer if you know," 
(6) Some of the times a lady waited on me (5-7); 
other times it was Mr, Palmer,the registrar, (5) 
Each time I picked out the one I thought I knew best 
(6) and explained what I thought it meant, (7) 

One time I selected the same card I had 
selected the day before [or a card containing the 
same provision] and "She told me that was unfair, 

I couldn't interpret the same one as the one I had 
pulled the day before," (8) 
On one occasion, after I had given my explana- 


tion, the registrar told me I "just about got it, burt 


that*s not quite enough,” (7) 
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I have identified and read: 


"Every person 


have the natural right to worship God according 


to the indicate of his own concern" 


provision I interpreted and passed on, 


(8) as the 


I also 


have identified the "due process" clause of the 


Fourteenth Amendment as a provision I may have 


interpreted, 


(9) 


Exhibits to Deposition 
The deponent identified the following rejected 


application cards as ones she had filled out, 


P ~ 14: 


dated August 29 with the notation: 


"incomplete," 


P = 15; 


P ~ 16; 
"Failed 
P ~= 17: 
"Failed 


P =~ 18s 


dated September 5, 
dated September 10, 
(Art, 1, Sec, 2 La. 
dated September 11, 
45 La, 


(Art, 7 Sec. 


dated September 12, 


1959 


1959 with the 


Const, )" 


1959 with the 


Const,) 


1959 with the 


"Refused to Write [illegible word] (Art, 4 


La. Const,)" 
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notation: 


notation: 


notation: 


Sec, 15 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
NORMAN N, SPANN (Negro) 
(P1. Ex, 25@H) 
East Feliciana Parish 
January 28, 1963 


Background of the Witness 


Iwas born in East Feliciana Parish in 1927 and 
have lived in this parish all my life except for 8 
years that I lived in East Baton Rouge Parish, I 
returned to East Feliciana Parish in 1952, (3) I 
have finished the ninth grade, and have studied some 
in the 10th and llth grade in night school, I am 
employed as a freight checker, (13) 

Efforts to Register 

I was registered to vote in East Baton Rouge 
Parish in 1950, (3) 

I registered to vote in East Feliciana Parish 
in 1953, Later, "they sent me a letter that they 
had challenged my vote ~~- that I would have to come 
back and reregister over," I have tried to re~ 
register "I will say 5 or 6 times at least." (4) 

I am not presently registered to vote, (CR 14) 
[On cross-examination the deponent was asked what 


organization asked him to try and register 7 times 
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in one month, The deponent responded: “I was just 
trying to get back myself, I just always wanted 

to be firt-class , , ." (CR 17)] After I failed, 

"I went and got some books and started reading them," 
I got the State of Louisiana Constitution and about 

4 or 5 books, (8) 

Registration Procedure 

Each time I tried to reregister I had to fill 
out an application card, After I filled out the card, 
"I would have to go in a deck of little small cards 
and pull out one and read it and interpretate it," 
(5) 

One time I was turned down before I got to the 
interpretation part because I figured my age from an 
almanac and got one day too many, (5) "You see, if 
you fail on your application, well, they turn you down 
automatically right then, (6) There were about 
8 or 10 interpretation cards to choose from -- 
"enough to make a deck and to shuffle them up and 
pull out one," I would reach in, pull out a card, 
and start reading it, (6) The Registrar would tell 
me to read the card and then interpret it -- tell 


him what it means, He would tell me to read it out 


loud, (7) 
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Experience with the Interpretation Test 


I would reach into the deck of cards, pull out 
a card, and start reading it out loud, (687) There 
was one paragraph on each card. (7) The first time 
I pulled a card, the Registrar said that "I missed 
a word in there == on the card." He said "I missed 
naming one of the letters," and he told me to put 
the card back "because I couldn't read, And that 
turned me down on that . . . . He said I couldn't 
read, so I didn*t get a chance to explain to him 
what it meant," (7) On all the other occasions 
that I took the test, "I read it to him and then 
explained it to him, what it meant,” The Registrar 
said my explanations were wrong, that I would have 
to come back the next day. I wanted to come back 
the same day, but he said I could not come back in 
the same day ~~ that I would have to come back the 
next day. (8) 

I have identified and read: "Every person have 
a natural right to worship God according to the 
dictator of his own concern" as "one he turned me 


down on," (10) Another provision that I had to 
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interpret was: "No person shall compel to give 
evidence against himself in a crime case," (11-12) ae 
I told him "I wasn't compelled to give evidence . os 
against my own self, And he said that was wrong, I $ 
would have to go back and learn something about law,” 
(12,13) 
Exhibits to the Deposition 
The deponent identified the following rejected 
application cards as ones he filled out, (4) 
P=45:3 dated October 6, 1956 
P46; dated October 10, 1959 
P<473 dated October 17, 1959 
P=48: dated October 28, 1959, with the notation: 
"Art, 19 Sec 16 La, Const," 
P-49: dated October 31, 1959, with the notation; 
"Art 1 Sec 11 La, Const," 
P-503; dated November 2, 1959, with the notation: 
"Art 1 Sec 5 La, Const," 
P-51: dated November 3, 1959, with the notation: 


"Art 1 No, 4 La. Const,” 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
ELIZABETH JACKSON THOMAS (Negro) 
(P1, Ex, 25 I) 

East Feliciana Parish 
January 28, 1963 


Background of the Witness 


I am 56 years old, I was born in East Feliciana 
Parish and have lived here all of my life, (3) 


I went to the ninth grade in school. (8) 


Efforts to Register 


I registered to vote in East Feliciana Parish in 
1953, Then, in 1959, I received a letter which said 
"You are hereby notified that our registration office 
records re-elect [reflect] an irregularity in your 
registration for the following reasons: First, fail 
to date application as required , , ." (4) I have 
tried to get back on the registration rolis since 
I was taken off, Each time I would go in to 


register the Registrar said my card was correct, but 


that my answers [to the interpretation test] were not 


correct, (6) I am not now registered to vote in 
Bast Feliciana Parish, (3) 
Registration Procedure 

In addition to filling out the application forms 


each time I tried to register, the Registrar would 











have meread and explain part of the Constitution, 
(5-6) 
Experience with the Interpretation Test 

Each time I went in to register, the Registrar 
asked me to pull a card from several that he had. 
There were ee three questions on the card that I 
pulled, and he told me to select any of the three and 
read it carefully, (5) Then he asked me if I was 
ready to answer, I gave my answer, but each time 
he said I did not give the correct answer, (5-6) 
I am not sure I remember what the provisions were 
that I was asked to explain, I do not remember 
what my answer was, but I recall that I “tried to 


explain the best that I could at the time," (7) 


Exhibits to the Deposition 


The deponent identified the following rejected 
applications as ones she filled out, (5) 
P =~ 33: dated March 24, 1959 
P= 34: dated March 25, 1959 with the notation; 
"CArt, 1 Sec 11 La, Const.) » 
P= 35: dated October 2, 1959 with the notations 
"U.S. Const, 4th Amendment," 
Pew 36: dated November 4, 1959 with the notation; 


"Art 7 Sec 45 La. Const," 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
IMOGENE HITCHENS WILLIAMS (Negro) 
(P1, Ex. 25 J) 

January 28, 1963 


Background of the Witness 

I live in Clinton, Louisiana, I received my 
B. A, degree from Leland College, Baker, Louisiana, 
and I have done further study at Xavier University 
in New Orleans, I teach elementary school and have 
been teaching since 1946, (3) 
Efforts to Register 

I had been registered: to vote in East Feliciana 
Parish, (4) I think I registered for the first time 
in 1954 and voted until *59, (CR 11) I heard, in 
1959 (CR 11) that everyone would have to re-register; 
so I went to the registrar‘fs office. (5) Mr, Palmer 
told me I had to reregister, (CR 10) I failed the 
constitutional interpretation test (6), returned the 


next day, passed the test and became registered, (7) 


Registration Procedure 


On each occasion I went to the registrar'ts 
office in 1959 I first filled out an application card 


(7) and then was given an interpretation test, (6) 
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Experience with the Interpretation Test 


The provision that I was required to inter- 
pret was selected in the following manner; "The 
registrar gave me some cards =~ shuffled the cards, 
and I selected one card," (5) I could not see 
what was on the cards when the registrar offered 
them to me, (6) There was one provision on the card, 
(6) The word "subordination" was in the P 
she selected, (5) I have identified and read: 
"The military shall be in subordination to the civil 
power” as the provision I had been required to inter- 
pret, (5) The registrar asked me to explain the 
meaning of the provision, (6) The registrar 
"didn't accept the information that I had given 
because he wanted me to use tunder?! for subordina- 
tion and I never did get to the word tundert", (6-7) 
When I returned to the registrar's office the 
next day, I was again asked to interpret a provision, 
I have identified and read: "Nor shall any state 
deprive any person of life, liberty or property 
without due process of law, United States Constitu- 


tion Fourteenth Amendment," as this provision, (8) 
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5. Exhibits to the Deposition 


The deponent identified the following rejected 
application card as one she filled out. (4,8) 


P ~ 2: dated "March 10, 1959" with the notation; 


"Art, 1 Sec 4 La, Const," 
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Summary. of the Deposition of 
D. D., ALLEN (white) 
(PL, EX. 26 A) 
East Feliciana Parish 


January 28, 1963 

1, Background of the Witness 

I live in Jackson, Louisiana, and I am a 
barber. I have an eighth grade education. (3). 
2. Efforts to Register 

I have registered to vote in East Feliciana 
Parish "a couple or three years" ago, (3) 
3. Registration Procedure 

I filled out an application card. 
4. Experience with the Interpretation Test 

None, (4) 
5. Exhibits to the Deposition 

[The deponent identified the following accepted 

“application card as one he had filled out. (3)] 
Pel: dated January 21, 1959 and signed by 


the Registrar, 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
WILLIAM BEARDEN (white) 
(PL. EX. 26 B) 
East Feliciana Parish 
January 28, 1963 
l. Background of the Witness 
I live in Jackson, Louisiana. I am 52 years old. 
I have lived in East Feliciana Parish since 1950 (3). I 
have a fourth grade education and I am a farmer. (5), 
2. Efforts to Register 


I first registered to vote in East Feliciana Parish 


in 1953; the second time I registered there was in 1959, (6) 





3; Registration Procedure 


I filled out an application card and was them asked 





a question about the Constitution, (4) 
4, Experience with the Interpretation Test 

The registrar picked out a card and handed it to me, 
tt Hle handed it to me and asked me what the Constitution of the 
United States stood for and I said that freedom of speech 
and freedom of religion ~ freedom of religion," (4), The 
registrar did not say anything about the answer, I passed 
the test. (4). I do not remember whether the registrar 
asked me the questions or whether it was on the card, "I 
believe he had the card in his hand and asked me the ques- 
tion ... . I believe he just had one card," (CR 5), I 
did not take a constitutional test when I registered to 


vote in 1953, (CR 6) 











5s Exhibit to the Deposition 





[The deponent identified the following accepted 


application card as one he filled out. (3)] 


P=9: dated January 28, 1959 and signed by the 
Registrar, 














Summary of the Deposition of 
EVA W. DEES (white) 
(PL. .EX, 26°C). 
East Feliciana Parish 


January 28, 1963 ee 

1, Background of the Witness } 

I live in Jackson, Louisiana, I have lived in 
Louisiana all my life, I have lived in East Feliciana Parish 
for 25 years, I am not working now, but I used to be an 
attendant at East Louisiana State Hospital. (3) I went to 
"about the 6th grade." (5) 
2. Efforts to Register 

I registered to vote in East Feliciana Parish in 
1959. (4) 
3. Registration Procedure 

I filled out an application card, (4) Then, I 
was asked a question. (7) 
4. Experience with the Interpretation Test 

"He held out a bunch of cards, and I drawed one, 


and then he taken it back, I didn't even look at the card, 





He taken it back and he read on there, and he asked me some- 
thing about the choice did I think everybody should go the 
same church, don't you see, and I said I thought everybody 
Should go to the church of their ~ what they, you know, 

that they thought their religion was right - of their choice." 
(6-7) The registrar did not say anything about my answer, 


He just gave me "a little card." (5) 


G~4 
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application as one she filled out, 


Registrar, 
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(The deponent identified the following accepted ` 


P-il 


+ 
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xhibit to the Deposition 





dated January 26, 


(4)] 


1959 and signed by the 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
MELVIE DEES (white) 
(PL. EX. 26 D) 
East Feliciana Parish 


January 28, 1963 

1. Background of the Witness 

I live in Jackson, Louisiana. I am 36 years 
old. I have about a fifth grade education, and I drive a 
tractor on the farm at the State Hospital in Jackson, I 
have lived in East Feliciana Parish for ten years. (3) 
2. Efforts to Register 

I failed once on the application card. Then, I 
registered sometime later. (4-5) 
3. Registration Procedure 

First of a11 I filled out an application card. (3) 
Then I had to read another card and tell what it meant. (5) 
4. Experience With the Interpretation Test 

"[H]e had me to take one of those cards and read 
it to him, tell him what it - what I thought it meant." (5) 
I had picked the card from a group held up by the registrar, 
I can only remember that the card was "something about the 
Constitution of the United States." (5) I do not remember 
whether there was more than one paragraph on the card. I 
do not remember what I told the registrar it meant. (6) 
5. Exhibits to the Deposition 

[The deponent identified the following application 


cards, one rejected and one accepted, as ones he had filled 


out. (4)] 
P~12: dated January 28, 1958 


P-13: dated January 30, 1959 and signed by the 
Registrar, 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
JOHN R. HALL (white) 
(PL. EX, 26 E) 

East Feliciana Parish 


January 28, 1963 

l. Background of the Witness 

I live in Wilson, Louisiana, I am 47 years old, 
and I have lived in East Feliciana Parish for 8 years, I 
work as a roller operator for the highway department. (3) 
I have an eighth grade education. (4) 
2. Efforts to Register 

I registered to vote in East Feliciana Parish on 
March 9, 1959. (3) 
3. Registration Procedure 

I filled out an application card. (3) Then, I 
had to interpret something that was on the card. (4) 
4. Experience with the Registration Test 

"[H]e gave me the card, then . . . he asked me 
what it meant. And, well, I told him about the freedom of 
religion . > a " (4) I do not remember how many para- 
graphs were on the card, nor do I remember what the ques- 
tion was =- just what the answer was. The registrar did not 
Say whether the answer was right or not. I passed the 
test, (4) 

I cannot identify the test card I was given. (5) 
It was more than "one or two lines," but I am not certain 


how tong it was, I have been asked to read a card which 


I think may be the one I was given. “Every person has the 


` fa f 4 
ate ièr eee 











national rights to worship God according to the state of 


his own tt 


[He could not pronounce the word 
"conscience." (6)] 


The registrar handed me one card. (CR 6) There 


was not a group of cards for me to select from. (CR 7) The 


registrar got the card from a table where there were a iot 


of cards, (CR 7) 


5. 


Exhibit to the Deposition 


[The deponent identified the following accepted 


application card as one he filled out, (3)] 


P,-21: dated March 9, 1959 and signed by the 


registrar, 
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Summary of the Deposition of 
CLEO LEE (white) = 
(PL, EX, 26 F) oe 
East Feliciana Parish ie 
January 28, 1963 
1. Background of the Witness 
I am fifty years old. I live in Jackson, 
Louisiana and I have lived in East Feliciana Parish for 14 
years. I am a carpenter. I went to the sixth grade. (3) 
2. Efforts to Register 
Before I registered in East Feliciana Parish, I 
had been registered in Greensburg, Louisiana. (CR 6) 
I registered to vote in East Feliciana Parish 
on January 28, 1959.(4) 


3. Registration Procedure 
I filled out an application card. 


4. Experience with the Interpretation Test 

None. (4) 
5. Exhibit to the Deposition 

[The deponent identified the following accepted 
application card as one he filled out, (4)] 


P -22: dated January 28, 1959 and signed by the 


Registrar. 








Summary of the Deposition of 
WILLIAM B. SMITH (white) 
(PL. EX, 26 D) 
East Feliciana Parish 


January 28, 1963 

1, Background of the Witness 

I live in Jackson, Louisiana, I am 46 years old 
and have lived in East Feliciana Parish since 1935. I am 
an attendant at East Louisiana State Hospital. I have a 
seventh grade education, (3) 
2. Efforts to Register 

I have been registered ever since I was twenty-one, 
(3) The last time I registered in East Feliciana Parish I 
had to apply three times [once in 1958 and twice in 1959 
(CR 9)] because I did not fill out the application card 
correctly the first two times, (4, 10) 
3. Registration Procedure 

The two times that I failed I did not fill out 


the application card correctly. (10) On these two occasions 





I was not asked anything about the Constitution. (10, CR 11) 
The time that I passed I was required to read and explain 
something that was on a card, (4) It was about the 
Constitution, (CR 11) 
4, Experience with the Interpretation Test 

The time that I was asked about the Constitution 
I drew one card from a box of cards, Then I handed it to the 


registrar, and the registrar asked me a question. (5) I do 


not remember what the question was, but I remember that my 











answer was, "We are not guilty until we are proven 
guilty." (6) 

[It was pointed out to me that on the second ap- 
plication card I filled out there is a notation, “Article 8, 
Section 17, Louisiana Constitution." (11) I did not make 
the notation, (11) I have been shown this section and I 
read it: "The legislatures mark the privilege and to the 
establish of voters throughout the state, Act No. 8, Sec- 
tion No, 17, Code." (12) I would be "afraid" to say 
whether I had been required to explain this to the registrar, 
(12) but I "might have." "I don't remember that." (CR 13) 
If the card indicated I was given a test I "wouldn't say 
either way" whether that was true or not. (CR 14)] 
5. Exhibits to the Deposition 

[The deponent identified the following three 
application cards, two rejected and one accepted, as ones 
he filled out. (6-7)] 

P-23: dated October 3, 1958 

P-24: dated July 17, 1959 with the notation 

"Article 8 Sec 17 La Const." 


P-25: dated July 18, 1959 and signed by the 


Registrar. 











APPENDIX g 


Summary of Testimony 
Biehviile’ Parish 
(United States v. Assn. of Citizens Councils, et.al) 
(P1. Ez .20 A 





PAGE 
REGISTRAR= PAULINE A. CULPEPPER Hel 
NEGROES = J. We BLANKENSHIP He- 6 

WA IVE CRAWFORD H= 7 
O, W. GRAY H= 9 
OTIS GREEN H-10 
MARIE KILGORE Heil 
ARTIS MELTON He13 
SILVER PARKER He1 4 
MOSES SMITH H-16 
THELMA M. TOBIN H-19 
WHITES = LEROY O, BAXLEY He2l 
OWEN BLACK H-2 2 
RUBY L. BRANCH H=23 
S. 8. BRUCE H= 2 4 
JAMES L. DEWEESE Hem25 
T. J. LAFIELD He2 6 
GLORIA PYLE Hew 2 7 
ARTHUR Le. SALTER H=28 
EARL E. SMITH H~29 


HQ 








Testimony of 
PAULINE A. CULPEPPER 
Registrar of Voters 
Bienville. Parish 
(P1. Ex. 20 A) 


4 


Testimony Taken: November 16-18, 1960 

Background of Registrar 

I have been registrar of voters since 1950. 
(395) "I finished high school... ." (400) 
Instructions to Registrar 

In November 1955 and again in 1959 I was 
instructed by the Police Jury to "comply with 
the registration laws with every registrant.” 
(205, 409, 455) 
General Registration Procedure 
(a) Identification of Applicant 

I ask applicants to prove their identity by 
Showing me some document issued by the State or 
Parish, such as a driver's license œ Homestead 
Exemption, (391) "[I]f I am in doubt = if I 
have never seen them on the streets in Arcadia, 
Or some other part of the Parish =~ if I am not 
sure ~ I ask them to bring in two witnesses 
from their Ward and Precinct that they live in 
» « > "° (391) As for the three Negroes I 
turned away at Ringgold, "I knew it wouldn't 
be any trouble whatsoever for them to get two 
witnesses to come in and identify them, and 
that is the reason I asked them to get the 


witnesses.” (392) Since no record is preserved 


I could not identify a Negro from his prior 














application: besides these were destroyed be-~ 
cause of my small office. (415-416) 
(b) Completion of application form 

If the applicant makes an error on his 
card, I give it back to him and teli him to 
correct it. (400) If he doesn't know what 
is wrong with the card I reject it. (400) 

When I am busy I don't always check the 
age computation closely. (401) I will reject 
applicants if they make a mistake in computing 
their ages. (402) An answer to the blank for 
"I have resided in the State since " should 
be answered with a year and not an answer such 
as "birth." (403) As an answer to the house- 
holder blank the correct answer is the name of 
the head of the house and not the name of the 
wife of the head of the house or the address. 
(405-407) l 

For the blank in answer to "My color is," 
“Negro” is not correct. (408) I used to accept 
"Negro," but the Police Jury got on my neck to 
enforce the law strictly so I changed. (409, D436) 
I would not accept caucassian either (D438) What 
are the correct answers to the application forms 
are left up to me. (409~411) 

As a response to "I am not now registered 
in any Ward or Precinct except _," I will 
accept the parish they are registered in when they 


apply and "none" if they are not then registered, 








(411-414) "None" is only acceptable for the 
blanks dealing with the applicant*s last 
registration if he has not been registered 
before, (414) 

“I have never had a Negro fill out an 
application card," since 1957. (415) 

An applicant would be rejected for abbre~ 
viating his party affiliatian or for misspelling 
a word. (417-418) If the applicant is accepted 


he signs the "permanent certificate." (418) 


Administration of Interpretation Test 


(a) When the test was used 

The test has been used since January 1, 
1957. (D439) 
(b) How the selection of sections is made 

"I use the Constitution of Louisiana..." 
(419) I have never given any Article 14. I 
am afraid I couldntt interpret that, myself." 
(419) I use the same small sections all the 
time. (420) "I just use sections;" not sen- 
tences or paragraphs. (421) I turn to them at 
random and read the section over before I give 
it. (421-422) I don't recall changing to 
another provision after reading the section I 
turn to. (422) I have some sections that I 
use marked, but I use other sections "{iJf I 
just turn to it when I happen to open the book, 


and I read it over and I am familiar with it." 


(424) Applicants cannot chose a section they 

















have studied. (425) There are provisions 
I couldn*t interpret. (426) 

I do not recall ever reading Article 14, 
Section 23 before, (428) I have never read 
Article 12, Section 10, I have used Articieée 10, 
Section 16 on rolling stock. (432) "I have 
tried to select sections which I thought were 
within reason." (433) I don*t recall ever 
giving a two line provision for interpretation. 
(D444) 

Thelma Tobin failed her test "[blecause she 
didn't say it was for noneresident owners" when 
given the section concerning rolling stock. (447) 
(c) How interpretations are evaluated 

I have never published a list of sections 
that I use although I have publicly announced 
that applicants have to interpret some section. 
(425) 

As an explaination of why highly qualified 
Negroes were rejected, "the majority of them that 
has come in since January 1, 1957, they have come 
in apparently with the idea they weren*t going 
to get to register anyway, and some of them just 
refused to read a section in the Constitution as 
if *I don't have to do that.'*" (D439) Highly 
qualified Negroes did not show a spirit of 
cooperation. (D440) I have never given white 
applicants easier sections. (D441) 


The majority of the rejections were on 


identification and the constitution. (456) 
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(d) What records are made 

I have no records of rejected applications, 
(416) About 40 to 50 applicants have been 
rejected, but "I didn't know I would ever need 


arecord...." (455) 


Citizens Council Purge 


A group of men spent snes days an-my office 
in the Fall of 1956 selecting cards to be challenged. 
(148) They challenged around 600 voters. (156) 

I knew that 95% of those challenged were colored. 
(T188) I mailed “citations to erase" within forty- 
eight hours to each challenged applicant. (154) 
None of the challenged voters were put back on 

the rolis (159) 

Before the purge, I accepted applications 
from white persons whose cards contained errors 
Similar to those for which persons were challenged. 
(203-204) 

I didn't have any choice under state law in 
sending out the challenges. (D437, 451) I 


stayed open after hours for the challengers to 


inspect the books. (D450) 





Summary of the Stipulated Testimony of 


J. N, BLANKENSHIP (Négro) 
.- Bienvilie.Parish 
(United States v. Assn, of Citizens Councils, et.al.) 


1, Background of the Witness 
I am a farmer and a retired school teacher, 
having taught school for 34 years, I attended 
Grambling College for two years, Tuskegee 


Institute .for three summers and Southern 


University for one summer. (318) 


2. Efforts to Register 


I attempted to register once (318) since 


I was purged from the roils in 1956. (317) 


3. Registration Procedure ~ 
The Registrar required me to read and in- 
terpret a provision of the Louisiana Constitution. 
(318) I did not pass so I was not permitted to 


fill out a registration application card, (319) 


4, Experience with the Interpretation Test 
The portion of the Louisiana Constitution 
that I was required to read and interpret 
concerned New Orleans water bond issues. TI 
believe that it was a portion of Article 14, 
Section 23. My interpretation did not satisfy 


the Registrar. (319) 





1. 


Summary of the Testimony of a 
WAIVE CRAWFORD (Negro) ee 
Bienville Parish 


Background of the Witness 
I am 62 years oid. I hdve a seventh grade 


education and am a‘carpenter. (309) 


Efforts to Register 

I was registered to vote between 1952 and 
1956, and then I was challenged, I tried to 
re-register after I was challenged and I was 
given a provision of the Louisiana Constitution 


to interpret. (313-314) I attempted to reg- 


ister again in 1959 and again was unsuccessful. 


(311) 


Registration Procedure 

On both of my attempts to register I was 
first given a book and then toid to read and 
explain a certain portion. (311, 314) On 
neither attempt was I given an application 


card to fill out. (314) 


Experience with the Interpretation Test 





When I attempted to register in 1956, the 
registrar gave me a portion of a book to read 
containing something about New Orleans -- "some- 
thing about the water-works." I did not try 


to explain it. (313-314) 


H=7 





In October 1959, the registrar gave me a 
took containing the Constitution and toid me to 
read a portion of it and interpret it. (311) 

I did so, and she told me my answer was not 
what she wanted. The provision she asked me 
to interpret was about the "juvenile judge." 
(312) "I told her I thought it was the juvenile 


judge have to do with sentencing -- do something 


with the juveniles in the court." ‘| CCR -319) 











Summary of the Stipulated Testimony of 
C. W. GRAY (Negro) 
Bienville Parish 


(United States v. Assn, of Citizens Councils, et al.) 


1. 


Background of the Witness 


I am a resident of Bienville Parish. (317) 


I am a retired teacher. (319) 


Efforts to Register 


I was removed from the voter roils in 1956. 
(317) I tried to register to vote about seven 
or eight months ago, but I was not successful. 


(319) 


Registration Procedure 
I was required to go into the Registrar's 
office alone. I was required to interpret a 


page from the Louisiana Constitution. (319) 


Experience with the Interpretation Test 

I was asked to read a page of the Louisiana 
Constitution concerning the city wanting to put 
a street or highway through a person's land, 
The registrar asked me what I should do if I 
owned a piece of land and the state wanted to 
put a highway through it. I replied that I 
should not ‘try to take advantage of them; that I 
should just get a fair'’price for the’land as though 
I were selling it to ahyone else, On thé othédr. 
hand, they should ‘not try to steal the land from 


me for nothing, The registrar said this answer 


was wrong. (319) 











Summary of the Stipulated Testimony of 

OTIS GREEN (Negro) | 

Bienville Parish : e 

(United States v. Assn, of Citiznes Councils, et al.) a] 


1. Background of the Witnes 


ae 





a 


I was a teacher with a B.S. degree from 


Grambling College. (321) 


a. Registration Efforts 





I tried to register to vote in 1958 and was 


not successful. (321) 


3. Registration Procedure 
I was only given an.interpretation test. 
I was not allowed to fill out an application 


card, (321-322) 


4, Experience with the Interpretation Test 
The Registrar, Mrs. Culpepper, required me es 


to read and interpret a page of the Louisiana 





Constitution consisting of about two paragraphs 
and covering almost a page. It dealt with the 
rights of citizenship, a topic which I had 
studied at Grambling, and I explained it to 

the test of my ability. She told me I had 


not answered to her satisfaction. (321-322) 











Summary of the Testimony of 
MRS. MARIE KILGORE (Negro) 
Bienville Parish 


(United States v. Assn, of Citizens Councils, et al.) 


1. 


<select dk ice aici tegen E AESA E 


Background of the Witness 
I have a B.A. degree from Southern University 
and an M.A. degree from Columbia University. I 


am a school teacher, (278) 


Efforts to Register 

I registered for the first time in 1956, 
and then was challenged. I attempted to re- 
register in 1958 and was unsuccessful. (280) 


I am not now registered. (280) 


Registration Procedure 
I was required to read and interpret part 
of either the Federal or the Louisiana Consti- 


tution. (281) 


Experience with the Interpretation Test 

I was asked to read and interpret some- 
thing in a book I was given. (281) I said a 
few things about what I had read, but I did not 


interpret it correctiy. (282) 


Ability to Interpret | 


[She was asked by the Court to read 


Articie 1, Section 2 of the Louisiana Constituion, 


Heil 














the first sentence of which contains the "due 


process" clause, (282) When asked whether 
"due process" would “contemplate court pro- 
ceedings," she replied that she did not know, 
(283) She was asked to read the second sentence 
of the section: "Except as otherwise provided 
in this Constitution, private property shali 
not be taken or damaged except for pubiic 
purposes and after just and adequate com- 
pensation is paid." When asked what this 
meant, she replied, "to me this means, when 

it becomes to the State of Louisiana private 
property is not going to be just taken from 

a person uniess it is for the public tenefit 
of the State or the United States and then 

the person to whom property belongs will 


adequate pay for it." (283-84)] 


H=12 





Summary of the Stipulated Testimony of ee 

ARTIS MELTON (Negro). ` l E 

Bienville Parish LES, 

(United States v. Assn. of Citizens Councils, et al.) 
1. Background of the Witness 


I am a resident of Bienville Parish, I 


have an eighth grade education. (319) E- 


2. Efforts to Register 
I bave attempted to register twice (319) 
Since I was removed from the rolis in 1956, 
(317) The first time was in 1959 (319) and the 


second time was in July 1960. (320) 


3. Registration Procedure ~ 
Both times I was asked to read and interpret 


a provision of the Louisiana Constitution. Both 





times I was unsuccessful and I was not allowed 
to fi11 out a registration card. (320) 
4. Experience with the Interpretation Test 
The first time, Mrs. Culpepper, the Registrar, 
required me to read and interpret a provision a 
concerning a commission, I gave my interpretation 
and she toid me I needed more study. The 
second time I made no effort to interpret the 
provision. I told her I was a preacher, not a 
lawyer and if she would give me a Bible, I 


could interpret that. (320) 











Summary of the Stipulated Testimony of 
SILVER PARKER (Negro) 
Bienville Parish 
(United States v. Assn.“of Citizens Councils, et al.) 
1. Background of the Witness 
I am a resident of Bienville Parish. (317) 


I am a farmer, I have a fifth grade education, 


(320) 


2. Efforts to Register 
I was removed from the voter rolls of 
Bienville Parish in 1956. (317) I have tried, 
unsuccessfully, to register to vote twice since 
then -= once in Arcadia and once in Liberty 


Hill (both in Bienville Parish). (320) 


3. Registration Procedure 
Both times I was required to read and in- 
terpret part of the Constitution. Neither time 
was I allowed to fill out an application card, 


(320-321). 


4. Experience with the Interpretation Test 
The first time, Mrs, Culpepper required me 
to read and explain a marked portion of the 
Louisiana Constitution consisting of about 
seven lines and dealing with a New Orleans 
School tax. She asked me what I understood 


about it, and I explained it to the best of 


Hm 14 











my ability. I was not permitted to register, ; “A 
The second time the portion I was required to 
interpret dealt with the three branches of : 
the government. She was not satisfied with : 


my interpretation. (320-321) 








Summary of the Testimony of 
MOSES SMITH (Negro) 
Bienville Parish 
(United States v, Assn. of Citizens Councils, et al.) 
1. Background of the Witness 
I live in Gitsland, Louisiana, I am a 


farmer. (284) I have a ninth grade education. 


(287) I am 51 years old. (CR 295) 


2, Efforts to Register 

I first registered to vote in 1952, (CR 
296) In 1956 I was challenged from the rolls. 
(CR 298) I did not take registered voters to 
the registrar's office then [when I tried to 
meet the challenge] because I could not get 
any. The people I asked were white, "A11 the 
colored people were challenged except one, 
and he . . . was gone out of the country." 
(CR 298) 

I have tried to register to vote four 

K times since then, twice in 1957, once in 1958 


and once in 1959, (287) 
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Each time, I was required to interpret the 
Constitution. (289, CR 292) Some of the pro- 
visions I was required to interpret were too 


complicated; so I did not try. (CR 291-293) 
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Ability to Interpret 





oh gh fe 
a 
2 PS 


oe n 
Ri r 
{thar d 





13 
cee 


i 
ee, 
via ee 


Experience with the Interpretation Test : e 
In 1957, I was asked to règa and interpret 
Article 12, Section 10 of the Louisiana [Louisiana] 

Constitution and I tried to explain it to the 
registrar. (288-289) She said, "my interpretation 
wasn't quite adequate enough." (289) al 
The last time I tried to register, on January 
19, 1959 at the courthouse in Arcadia, “it 
happened they gave me the constitution to inter- 
pret. The best I can remember that day, I 
believe, that was Articie 14, Section 24, if 
I am not wrong... . I believe it was the 
Louisiana Constitution ...,. I know it was 
Section 24, but I don't know the article. (285) -$ 
I believe it was something concerning liquidation ; 
of debts in New Orleans. (286) I did not try 
to explain it because it looked so complicated, 


(286) 


[He read Article 12, Section 10 of the 
Louisiana Constitution aloud and was asked ty 
the Court what it meant, He replied, "it means E 
that the legislature have authority or power to. 
create election of parish school board super- 


intendents and so forth for their respective 


parishes .. . . It means the state board of 








education have the authority to fix the duties 
of superintendents and they dontt have to be 
residents of the parish.” (289-290) The 
Court then asked him whether the third 
sentence would apply to Shreveport, to which 
he replied, "Yes .... <A large population, 
more than haif of the people, I believe it 
would apply." (290) 
{He was asked whether he knew what it 
meant to be under oath, to which re replied, 
“I think it means I am sworn to teil the 
truth, otherwise I would be subject to a 
penalty or punishment or something." (CR 291) 
[He was asked what form of government we 
have in this country, and he replied, "Repub- 
lican form," and he was asked what distinguishes 
the republican form of government from any other 
kind, which he answered, "I think the repub- 
lican form is supposed to be free -=~ not the 


dictators." (CR 297)] 
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Summary of the Testimony of 
THELMA M, TOBIN (Negro) 
Bienville Parish 
(United States v. Assn. of Citizens Councils, et al.) 


1. Background of the Witness 
I live in Castor, Louisiana. I have a B.A. 
degree from Grambling College and an M.A, degree 


from Stanford University., I am a teacher. (322) 


2. Efforts to Register 
I had been registered to vote in Bienville 
Parish between 1951 and 1956 (323), but my 
registration status was chalienged in 1956. I 
did not answer the challenge because there were 
no registered voters of my race who could 
identify me. (CR 331) I attempted to register 


in 1957, but I was unsuccessful. (323) I am 


not now registered. (322) 


oe Regigtration Procedure 
When I went into the registrar's office, I 
was asked for identification. I showed my 
driver's license and was then given a portion 
of the Constitution to read and interpret. (323) 
I failed and was not allowed to fill out an 


application card. (326) 


4, Experience with the Interpretation Test 
I have identified Article 10, Section 16 


—~ 


of the Louisiana Constitution as the provision 
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I was asked to interpret: "Section 16, Rolling 
stock operated in this State, the owners of 
which have no domicile therein, shall te 
assessed by the Louisiana Tax Commission and 
Shall be taxed for State purposes only, at a 
rate not to exceed 40 mills on the doliar 
assessed value.” (324) After I interpreted 
this provision, Mrs, Culpepper said. "I am 


sorry, Your interpretation is incorrect." (326) 


Ability to Interpret 

[When asked what Article 10, Section 16 
meant, she stated that she was unsure as to 
exactly what she had told the Registrar, but 
her understanding is that rolling stock "has 
to do with locomotives, freights, and passenger 
cars and the like" and the provision "means 
if the owner of which does not have residence 
within the State, his rolling stock will te 
taxed not to exceed 40 mills on the dollar," 
(325-326) 

[She was then asked to state the chief 
purpose of this section, to which she replied, 
"To my knowledge, it would te to tax persons -- 
individuals or companies that were possessors of 
rolling stock, that were not residents of the 
State, 40 mills on the dollar and to my under- 


standing, not to exceed that amount." (CR329)] 
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Suntiary of the Testimony of 
LEROY O. BAXLEY (white) 
Bienville Parish 
(United States v, Assn. of Citizens Councils, et al.) 

1. Background of the Witness 

I live in Castor, Louisiana. I am 49 years old, 
I am a machine operator. I have a sixth grade education, 
(368) 
2. Efforts to Register 

I registered to vote in Bienville Parish in 
1958. (368) 
3. Registration Procedure 

She gave me a Slip of paper to read and I ex- 
plained what I had read. I filled out an application card 
(370) and she gave me a “registration slip." (372) 
4. Experience with the Interpretation Test 

The registrar gave me something to read and I 
“explained . , . the outline of what I had read back to 
her ... . One thing in particular I recall was what would 
be the population to consist of a weed,” (370) I do not 


recall that she asked me any questions about it. (370) 
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Summary of the Testimony of 
OWEN BLACK (white) 
Bienville Parish 


(United States v, Assn. of Citizens Councils, et al.) 
1. Background of the Witness 
I live in Quitman, Louisiana, I am 54 years old, 
I have been a machinist, except for farming and ranch work 
before and after, (374) I finished the sixth grade and 
later got a diploma in machine shop training. (375) 
2. Efforts to Register 


TIT registered to vote in Bienville Parish on 


June 27, 1960. 


3. Registration Procedure 


I filled out an application card (376 and then I 
was asked to read part of the Constitution, (378 
4, Experience with the Interpretation Test 


After I had read what she gave me, she asked me 


+ 


whether I understood it. I said, "I do understand it 


thoroughly." (379) 


She handed me something and said it was the "37th 


Amendment," I read it and told her what it meant. (CR 380) 
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Summary of the Testimony of 
RUBY L. BRANCH (white) 
Bienville Parish 
(United States v. Assn, of Citizens Councils, et al.) 

1. Background of the Witness 

I live in Saline, Louisiana. I am a housewife. 
I have a fifth grade education. (346) 
2. Efforts to Register 

I registered to vote in Bienvillie Parish in 
1958, : (346) | 
3. Registration Procedure 

The registrar first gave me a book, then she 
told me to read the first two lines (346) and tell her what 
I had read. (347) Then she gave me a card and I filled 
it out, I asked Mrs, Culpepper, the Registrar, what my 
ward and precinct numbers were, and she told me, When I 
handed in the application card, she asked me to fill out an- 
other one so it would “look a little nicer." (347) [The 
Court pointed out that the witness had miscalculated her 
age on her application form, (349-350) It was aiso pointed 
out that she had written her sex as "femail." (350) ] 
4, Experience with the Interpretation Test 

After I read the first two lines of the book she 
gave me, she asked me what I had read. "[I]t was something 


about how many people in the Parish was allowed to vote," 


(347) 
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Summary of the Testimony of 
S. A. BRUCE (white) 
Bienville Parish 


(United States v, Assn. of Citizens Councils, et al.) 


l. Background of the Witness 


I live in Bienville, Louisiana, I am 63 years 
Old. I am an oil field worker. (382) 
2. Efforts to Register 

I registered to vote in Bienville Parish in 
1959, (382) 
3. Registration Procedure 

I identified myself with my driver's license 
and then I was required to interpret the Constitution. (384) 
4. Experience with the Interpretation Test 

The registrar required me to interpret the 
Constitution. "I don't remember now what it was... . 


It wasn't very long." (384) 
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Summary of the Testimony of 
JAMES L., DEWRBSH, JR. (white) 
Bienville Parish 
(United States v, Assn, of Citizens Councils, et al.) 
1, Background of the Witness 
I live in Ringgold, Louisiana. I am 32 years old, 
I went to the seventh grade, (351) 
2. Efforts to Register 
I registered to vote in Bienville Parish in 


October of 1959, (351) 


3. Registration Procedure 
I filled out an application card, (353) I had 


‘to read something, (356) 


4. Experience with the Interpretation Test 


I can only remember that what I had to read was 
about two lines long. (356), and that "it was amendments," 
(355) I am “pretty sure" the registrar asked me something 


about what I had read, (357) 
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Summary of the Testimony of 
T. J. LAFIELD (white) 
Bienville Parish 
(United States v. Assn. of Citizens Councils, et al.) 

l. Background of the Witness 

I live in Ringgold, Louisiana, I am 47 years old, 
I am a farmer, (358) I have no education. (359) 
2. Efforts to Register 

I used to be registered in Red River Parish. (358) 
I registered in Bienville Parish in 1959, (359) 
3. Registration Procedure 

I had to bring two witnesses, (359-360). I just 
signed the registration card [a card for the registration 
of those who cannot read or write] and the registrar filled 
out the rest. (361-362) Then “she read a littie law book 
to me," That was all she did. (362) 
4. Experience with the Interpretation Test 


The registrar read something to me and asked me 


what it meant. (CR 363) 








Summary of the Testimony of 
GLORIA PYLE (white) 
Bienville Parish 


(United States v, Assn, of Citizens Councils, et al.) 
1, Background of the Witness 


{ live in the Mt. Olive Community "a few miles 
out of Bienville Parish." I am 24 years old. (342) 
2.. Efforts to Register 

I registered to vote in Bienville Parish on 


July 14, 1958. (342) 


3. Registration Procedure 

My father introduced me to the Registrar, She 
asked me something about the Constitution, (343) 
4a Experience with the Interpretation Test 

I was required to read and interpret a provision 
about the three branches of government, (343) 
5. Ability to Interpret 

[She identified Article 2, Section 1 of the 
Louisiana Constitution as the one she had been asked to 
interpret. She read this aloud: "The powers of the govern- 
ment of the State of Louisiana shall be divided into three 


distinct departments - legislative, executive, and 


judicial," (344) 
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Summary of the Testimony of 
ARTHUR L. SALTER (white) 
Bienville Parish 
(United States v. Ass, of Citizens Councils, et al,) 


1, Background of the Witness 


I live in Saline, Louisiana, I am 53 years old, 
I went to school through the eighth grade, I am unemployed, 


(385) 


2. Efforts to Register 


I registered to vote in Bienville Parish sometime 


in 1958, (385) 


3% Registration Procedure 


I filled out an application card and then was 
asked about a “paragraph or two of something." (386) 
4. Experience with the Interpretation Test 

"{ I]t seems like it had something to do about 


the houses -=~ the two houses in Washington, the Representa~ 





tive and the Senate," (387) It was not in a book -- it 


was "a one-sheet form." (CR 389) 
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Summary of the Testimony of 
EARL E. SMITH (white) 
Bienville Parish 


(United States v, Assn, of Citizens Councils, et al.) 
1, Background of the Witness 
I live near Bienville, Louisiana. I work in a 
planing mill, (333) I have no education. (337) 
2. Efforts to Register 


I registered to vote in Bienville Parish some- 


time last year. (334) 


Ja Registration Procedure 


I filled out a registration card. Then I had to 
interpret one paragraph in a book. (335) 
4. Experience with the Interpretation Test 

I read a paragraph in a book, but I do not 
remember what it was. (335-336) "I had to answer a few 
questions she asked me. I forget just how many it was.” 
(336) 
5. Ability to Interpret 

[He was asked by the Court to read the first para- 
graph of Article 14, Section 24 of the Louisiana Constitu- 
tion. He was asked how far he had gone in school, and he 
answered, " I haven't went to school . . a . I been to the 
CCC and the Army." (337) He was unable to read this sec- 
tion. He was then asked to read Article 1, Section 2, and 
he did so as follows: "No person shall be a party to life, 
liberty or property, except by due process of law, except 


as otherwise proven ~-~ constitution proven properly shall 


not be taken or damaged except for public purposes and after 








just and --" (338). He said he did not know the meaning 

of “adequate compensation," When asked by the court if he 
could “explain it all," he replied, "the rights shouldn't be 
took ~-~- I don't just exactly know how it should be ex- 


plained." (338) ] 
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Summary of Testimony 
Jackson Parish 
(United States v., Wilder, et al.) 


(P1. Ex. 20 B) 
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Summary of the testimony of 
ESTELLE Vilder 
Registrar of Voters 
Jackson Parish 
(Pi. Ex. 20 B) 
Testimony Taken: December 4, 1962 
Background of Registrar 
i have been Registrar of Voters in Jackson Parish 
Since 1951, (205) 
Instructions to Registrar 
[See Pl. Ex. 21 Y] 
General Registration Procedures 
(a) Former Registration Procedures 

When I first became Registrar of Voters the 
Registrar filled out everybody's application for them at 
that time. (205) Starting with January 1, 1953, I 
started asking every applicant who came in to fill out 
his own application. Some of them refused to do it and 
when they asked me I would fill it out for them, (207) 

I do not have a count of them, but there are some 
application forms from 1953 up until 1956 filled out by 
me, (208) I do not recall having told Special Agents 
Cox and Dent in 1956 that many of those applications 
were filled out by me. (209) 

In 1953, 1954, 1955 and 1956 I accepted the 
answer “same” to the blank “the name of the householder 
at my present address is." (211) But when the Citizens 
Council challenged some of my registered voters, they 


challenged that as an error and since that time I have 











required that the name of the householder be written 

there instead of the word "same." (211) If a person 
wrote “same” in that blank, I knew what he meant, and 
i knew he understood what the blank called for. (211) 

At the time of the purge in 1956, I had my 
records filed by Yards and Precincts. (212) They 
were also filed alphabetically with the colored applica- 
tion cards being in the rear of each letter of the 
alphabet. (212) Thus, for example, for the letter 
"a", I would put the whites whose name ended in "a" in 
the front of the file, and the Negroes in the rear, so 
that you could reach in the back of any letter and get 
the Negro cards. (212) I didn’t have a divider 
between the two races. (213) 

There was no other requirement for registering 
in Jackson Parish from 1953 until October 6, 1956, other 
than having an application made either by the applicant 
or myself. (214) If a person was illiterate he had 
to interpret a portion of the Constitution when read to 
him by me. (214) 

Starting on October 8, 1956, I changed my 
requirements for registration. (220) I felt that I 
had been too lenient in checking and accepting the 
application up until that time. (220) 

After the purge an applicant had to fill out the 
application to register in Jackson Parish, (236) That 


was the only thing he had to do, unless he was an 


illiterate. (237) 
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Beginning in 1959, I began to realize that I had 


applicants coming in the office who had been told to 
put certain words in certain places on the application, 
and when I felt they did not have any understanding of 
the application, I would have them read their applica- 
tion back to mes I would decide on the basis of their 
"general attitude--their manner in filling out the 
application." (237) Some would know the word 
"democratic" goes in a certain space, then they would 
skip over to the space for "male" or "female." When 

I saw a person filling out an application like that, 

I knew he did not understand the application himself, 
and I would turn him down, even if he was right, 
Sometimes I would ask him about Republican form of 
government. (238) He had to be able to read the 
application, pronounce the words ina way I thought 

he knew what he was reading. (239) 

It is possible that if someone filled out a 
perfect application and I asked him to read back and 
he mis-pronounced "disfranchise" or "affiliated," 
for example, I would reject him. (240) 

It is possible that I have rejected persons after 
they filled out a perfect application card, and had 
read "disfranchised" and pronounced it correctly, if he 
had not defined it to my satisfaction. (243) 

I have rejected persons who have correctly 


computed their age on the application card if I felt 





that somebody else worked it out for him, or he did 
not know how to work it out. (243) 

Jackson Parish went on permanent registration 
in 1957. Jhen we changed over, I typed certificates 
in duplicate and mailed them to each person registered 
at that time, instructing them to sign and return 
them. If they signed and returned them, they were 
filed in the big binder, and became permanently 
registered in Jackson Parish. (249) 

At the end of 1952, the rolls were cleaned. 
Between January 1, 1953 and October of 1956, eleven 
hundred odd Negroes were registered in Jackson Parish 
while I was registrar. (CR 273) 

In 1961, I adopted another test for applicants. 
This consisted of the applicant reading out loud a 
portion of the Preamble and then write from dictation 
a portion of it. I reject if a person mispronounces 
a word while he is reading aloud. I reject if they 
misspell a word in writing the Preamble. (258) 

(pb) Current registration procedures 

I am presently following the new State law with 
reference to testing qualifications to the letter. (226) 
I intend to do so in the future. (227) 

I presently reject for any misspellings. I 
started this in September of this year. (245) I also 


rejected people for misspellings in 1959. Probably 


in 1957 and 1958 too, but I have also accepted them 








with misspelled words. I will accept or reject for 
misspelled words depending upon whether or not I feel 
the individual understands what he is doing. (246) 
‘hen a person comes into my office, if I do not 
know him, I ask for some identification. I accept a 
driver's license, draft board notice, or something to 
that effect. Also I ask him if he has been registered 
in another Parish, and if he has, I take up the 
registration card from that parish, if he has it. If 
he does not, we fix up an affidavit to send back to 
the parish he moved from, for him to be cancelled. 
Then I furnish him with Form 11. (263) I ask him to 
execute the oath of loyalty at the top of Form 11. 
Then I ask him to read a portion of the Preamble to 
the Constitution and write from my dictation a portion 


of it on Form 11, <All applicants do not necessarily 





have to read the same portion of the Preamble, nor do 

I dictate the same portions to all applicants. (264) 
After the reading and writing of the Preamble, 

I have them take the citizenship test for registration. 

I turn these cards face down on the table and I let 

them select any card they wish. (264-265) On Form 11.7 

circle the number of the card he has selected. Then 

I tell him to answer the number of questions LR 1 Form 

that corresponds with the number on the test by 

circling the correct alphabet. (265) I explain to 


him that the answers go on Form 11 and not on the 











question card, and I show him where they go. (266) 
After the applicant has finished making the circles, 
I ask him to complete the balance of Form 11 which 
includes the Parish and the date, Ward and Precinct 
and his signature. (267) After an applicant is 
through with his citizenship test they are given an 
LR 1 form, I usually check to see if they passed 
the citizenship test while they are filling out that 
form. If I find they have failed, I allow them to 
complete Form LR 1. I do not tell them which questions 
they got right or which they got wrong. (269) An 
applicant must fill out LR 1 completely, without any 
help, with no misspellings, and correct computation 
of age, to the day. (270) 

I understand that under the new rules I have no 
discretion in registering voters, and that I am under 
a direction and mandate to follow those instructions 
to the letter, (CR 271) Since September 15, I have 
applied these rules to the letter as I have received 


them. (CR 272) 


Administration of Interpretation Test 


(a) When the test was used 

In March of 1960, I adopted the use of the 
interpretation tests. I did so because the law said 
that applicants must be able to read and interpret any 


portion of the Constitution. I just hadn't been 


abiding by the law in regard to the Constitution. [At 











4. 


this point it was agreed that Mrs. Wilder's deposition, 
see Pl. Ex. 21 Y, which described her method of giving 
the interpretation test, would be entered into the 
records. "The deposition covers a good deal of what 
that procedure is."] (257-258) 
(b) How the selection of sections is made 

[See Pl, Ex. 21 Y] 
(c) How interpretations are evaluated 

[See Pl. Ex. 21 YJ 
(d) What records are made 

[See Pl. Ex. 21 Y] 
Citizens Council Purge 

I first learned that the voter rolls were going 
to be checked when Mr. Boss and Mr. David Caldwell 
informed me a few days beforehand that they were coming 
in to check my rolls. (216) There was a mutual 
agreement that they work at night. I agreed to stay 
after office hours in order to not interfere with 
the registration that was still going on during the 
regular office hours. (217) They were in there three 


or four days between the second of October and the 


eighth of October, 1956. (217) Mr. Haile, Mr. Salter, 


Mr. Pipes, Mr. Dark, and Mr. Acklin came into my office 
and looked at my records. (218) 

All of the affidavits were signed by Mr. Pipes 
and Mr, Boss, in my presence. (218) They examined the 


cards in my presence, but I did not see what they were 














looking for. (219) I did check the cards to be sure 
they had errors on them, although I didn't have to 
according to the law. I found an error on each one I 
checked. (219) 

I knew that the vast majority of cards challenged 
were those of Negroes. (221) | 

It is possible that some of the challenged cards 
were challenged for errors that I made when I filled 
out the application card. (223) 

It is correct that there were 953 Negroes 
challenged and 13 whites. 294 of the 953 Negroes have 
reregistered. (224) [at this point the defense enters 
into evidence a tabulation made by Mrs. Wilder in 
approximately June 1962, showing the number of 
challenged persons by Ward and Precinct 
and showing the race of the challenged persons]. (224) 

I realized at the time of the purge that many 
of the applications that were not challenged had errors 
and omissions of the same sort for which the challenged 
ones were challenged. (226) 

The challenges were sent out October 8. That 
was after the books were closed for the 1956 
Presidential election. (227) Of those challenged, 
there were some three or four, as I recall, that 
voted in that election. The others did not vote. (227) 

"Then Negroes came in, after the challenge, I 


showed them their application and told them why they 














were challenged, which was because of errors or 
omissions, and the affidavit of retention did not 
answer their challenge. In other words they had to 
fill out a new card in order to get back on the 
rolis. (229) I presume that I would have accepted 
an affidavit of retention had they brought it in, but 
it would have to say that there were no errors or 
other omissions on the card. They would say "we can't 
bring in an affidavit to that effect, because we see 
the error is there." (230) 
I explained to them they could attempt to re- 
register, after the election. (230) 
My legal advisor told me to tell them that the 
affidavit of retention prescribed by State law did 
not meet the challenge, and that if they brought it 
in for me to warn them they would be subject to 
prosecution because they would be tendering an 
affidavit that was denying what they had been challenged 
for. (233) 
I had nothing to do with the planning of the purge 
in 1956, when the Negroes were removed from the 
rolls. (CR 273) I was in no way connected with the 
Citizens Council in planning this purge. (CR 273) 
Although I realized that the majority of challenged 


cards in the purge of 1956 were Negro, I did not object A 





to the Citizens Council because I had no discretion in 
the matter. I had to accept those challenges as they 


presented them to mee (CR 276) 
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Summary of the Testimony of 
JOAN DUNN (Negro) 
Jackson Parish 
(United States v. Wilder, et al.) 


Background of the Witness 


I am 23 years old, I have lived in Jackson 
Parish almost all my life. I am a freshman in 
college. (102) 

Efforts to Register 

I attempted to register to vote in Jackson 
Parish in 1961. (100) I was not successful. (101) 
Registration Procedure 

I went to the Courthouse to register. (100) 
Only one at a time could go into the Registrar's 
office, When I went in, I told her (the Registrar) 
that I wanted to register, and she opened a book and 
said, "Read this." It was part of the Constitution, 
I read it; then she asked me to interpret it, (101) 
While I was reading it, I did not know that I would 
later be asked to interpret it (102); so I asked her 
whether I could read it again. She just closed the 
book and would not let me read it again. (101) I 
did not get a chance to fill out an application 


form, (104) 


Experience with the Interpretation Test 


Since I did not know, when I read the provision, 


that I was going to have to interpret it, I read it 


hurriedly. (102) Thus, when she would not let me read 


it again, (101) I did not attempt to interpret it. (102) 














Summary of the Testimony of 
BERNICE GRANT (Negro) 
Jackson Parish 
(United States v, Wilder, et al.) 


Background of the Witness 


I am 34 years old. I live in Jackson Parish. 
(120) I have a B.S. degree from Grambling College. 
I teach elementary school in East Carroll Parish. 


(116-117) I have not moved there; I just work there. 


(120) 


Efforts to Register 


I registered to vote in Jackson Parish on 
September 8, 1956. I did not get a chance to vote 
because I was taken off the rolls. (117) I attempted 


to register in 1960, but I was unsuccessful. (119) 


Registration Procedure 


I filled out an application card (119) and I 
was given a book and told to read part of it. I read 
it; then I was asked to interpret that which I had 


read, (118) 


Experience with the Interpretation Test 


The book I was required to read from had a plain 


‘back and looked like a magazine. I had to read the 


amendment about the right to bear arms. I read it 
aloud: then the Registrar took the book back and told 
me to interpret it. "I did, and she asked me, ‘What 
else?', (118) "I told her every citizen has a right 
to keep ammunition and protect his own house," (118- 


119) I did not pass. (119) 


I~11 








Ability to Interpret 


[The deponent was asked by the Court to pro- 
nounce "militia", and she said, “military”, The 
Court asked her what the militia is, and she replied 


that "It comes under the National Guard."] (119) 
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Summary of the Testimony of 
DAISY LEE KNOX (Negro) 
Jackson Parish 
(United States v. Wilder, et ai.) 





Background of the Witness 


I have lived in Jackson Parish since 1944. I am 
a school teacher, (95) I have a B.S. degree from 


Grambling College. (96) 


Efforts to Register 


I have never been a registered voter in Jackson 
Parish, I applied for registration once (95) in 
December, 1961, (95, CR 99), but I was unsuccessful. 


(98) I did not fill out an application form. (99) 


Registration Procedure 


The Registrar said that only one could register 
at a time. (96) First she asked me if I were a 
teacher, Then I had to read the Preamble to the 
United States Constitution. Next I had to take down 
part of the Preamble from the Registrar's dictation. 
Then the Registrar read part of the Constitution to 


me and asked me to interpret it. (97) 


Experience With the Interpretation Test 


The provision that I was required to interpret 
dealt with the President of the Senate. She (the 
Registrar) read it to me ~~ I did not have an oppor- 
tunity to look at it. (97) I asked her if I could 
see it, but she would not let me. I told her what I 
thought it meant, and she said, "That's the shortest 
part of the Constitution. If you can't interpret 


that we can't help you." (98) 
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Summary of the Testimony of 
DARLEAN McCARTER (Negro) 
Jackson Parish 
(United States v. Wilder, et al.) 

Background of the Witness 

I live in Jonesboro, Louisiana, I am 25 years 
Old, and I have lived in Jackson Parish for 12 years, 
I have a high school education, (122) 
Efforts to Register 

I have tried to register to vote in Jackson 
Parish six times. The first time was in March, 1960. 
I have not been able to register. (122) 
Registration Procedure 

The first time, I filled out the application 
form, and then she (the Registrar) told me to read, 
out loud, everything that was on the form, which I 
did. (123) Then, she asked me why I was affiliated 
with the Democratic Party. I told her, and she 
asked me to explain the difference between the Demo- 
cratic and Republican Parties. I started to tell her, 
but I got confused. She "told me if I couldn't do 
that, that was all she could do for me." (124) 

The next time (March 1960) she wanted me to 
read something pertaining to the Constitution but I 
did not do it. (125) 

The third time (June 1960) I was asked to 
interpret something. I read it, but I did not try 


to interpret it because I could not understand it. 


(126) 

















The fourth time (July 1960) I did not try to 
interpret what I had read. (127-128) "I toid her 
something, but . . . it wasn't right." (127) 

The last two times I tried were in March of 
1961. I filled out application forms both times. 
(129) Both times I had to write down part of the 
Preamble, and "she read something out of a book 
about the Constitution and told me to interpret 


it," (129) 


Experience with the Interpretation Test 


One time, after I had read what she asked me to, 
she asked me to interpret it. "{I] It was something 
pertaining to treason." , . ."I started [to explain 
it] but I just didn't do it because I didn't under- 
stand it." (126) 

Ability to Interpret 

[The deponent was asked by the Court what the 
meaning of "treason" was, (127) She replied, "I 
think it is a person who has -- something that you 
have done in government that -=~ it is some type of 


crime you committed."] (127) 
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Summary of the Stipulated Testimony of 
RAV. FLYNN MELTON (Negro) 
Jackson Parish 
(United States v., Wilder, et al.) 
l. Background of the ‘litness 
I live in Jonesboro, Louisiana. I have the 
equivalent of a high school education. (145) 
2e Efforts to Register 
I was registered to vote in Jackson Parish, 
but I was taken off the rolls in 1956. I have 
tried to register at least six times since then, 
but I have not been able to do so. (145) 
3e Registration Procedure 
Some of the times I tried, the Registrar asked 
me questions. (145) 
4. Experience with the Interpretation Test 


The last time I tried to register to vote, 


in March 1962, I was given a Constitutional 


interpretation test. I was not able to register. (145) 
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Summary of the Testimony of 
AZERLEAN RAYBON (Negro) 
Jackson Parish 
t al.) 


(United States v. Wilder, e 


Background of the Witness 


I live in Chatham, Louisiana. I have lived in 
jackson Parish all my life. I am 72 years old. (134) 


I have a fifth grade education, (135) 


Efforts to Register 


I was registered to vote in Jackson Parish at one 
time, but I have not been able to register again. (134) 
I have tried to register eight times, but I have not 


made it. (135) 


Registration Procedure 


"I went in [to the Registrarts office] and filled 
it [an application card] out and they said it wasn*t 
right." (136) Each time I was told something was 
wrong. I was asked what different words, like "dis- 
franchised" and "Democratic," meant. I would go home 
and look the word up in the dictionary, but the next 
time I tried to register, they would ask me about a 
different word. (136~138) The last time I tried I 


was turned down because I could not explain what was 


‘in a book the Registrar gave me. (138) 


Experience with the Interpretation Test 
The Registrar pointed out something that was in a 


book and told me that if I could explain it, she would 














. 


give me a form to fill out and let me register. "I 
read it for her, but I didntt understand. I didn't 
try to study no laws and Government and nothing like 
that and I just went up and went out." (138) 

Another time she asked me to read the application 
card out loud. I read it and she said I did not 


pronounce one or two words right, (139) 
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Summary of the Stipulated Testimony of 
ELLE CORENE SCOTT (Negro) 
Jackson Parish 
(United States v, Wilder, et al.) 
Background of the Yitness 
I have a ninth grade education. (147) 
Efforts to Register 
I applied for registration to vote in Jackson 
Parish in May 1962. I was not successful. (147) 
Registration Procedure 
I was required to read aloud, write from 
dictation, interpret a section of the Constitution, 
and fill out an application form, (147) 
Experience with the Interpretation Test 
I was required to interpret part of the 


Constitution. The Registrar would not tell me 


what my error was. (147) 
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Summary of the Stipulated Testimony of 
'JILLIE X. STRINGER (Negro) 
Jackson Parish 
(United States v., Wilder, et al.) 

Background of the Witness 

I live in Jonesboro, Louisiana, I have a 
B.S. degree from Grambling. (149) 
Efforts to Register 

I was purged,from the voter rolls of Jackson 


Parish in 1956. I tried to register twice in 1960 


and made it on the second try. (149) 


Registration Procedure 


In-1960, my first application was rejected. 
On this occasion the Registrar required me to 
interpret a part of the Constitution. My second 
application was accepted, and I was again required 


to interpret a part of the Constitution. (149) 


Experience with the Interpretation Test 


On both occasions in 1960, I was required to 


interpret part of the Constitution. (149) 
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Summary of the Testimony of 
ERVEN HODGE BRYAN (hite) 
Jackson Parish 
(United States v, Wilder, et al.) 


Background of the Witness 

I have lived in Jackson Parish almost 20 
years. (105) I went to the seventh grade. (107) 
Efforts to Register 

I registered to vote in Jackson Parish in 
1960. (105, 106) 
Registration Procedure 


"ZT just filled out a blank, That's ali.” (106) 


sxperience with the Interpretation Test 


I did not have to interpret the Constitu- 
tion. @06) "I don't believe I had been given a 
test." I am “almost positive." (CR 108) But 


it is possible that I just do not remember. (CR 109) 


Ability to Interpret 


[when asked by the Court to pronounce the 


word "registrar," he said, "registration." (107)] 
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Summary of the Testimony of 
MARY EDITH BRYAN (White) 
Jackson Parish 
(United States v. Wilder, et al.) 
Background of the Witness 
I have lived in Jackson Parish for 20 years. 
(111) I have a fifth grade education. (115) 
Efforts to Register 
I attempted to register to vote in Jackson 
Parish in September, 1960 and I failed on the appli- 
cation card because I did not spell "Democratic" 


correctly, (112-113) I went back two days later and 


became registered, (112) 


Registration Procedure 


The first time, all I did was fili out an appli- 
cation card, (112) The second time, after I had 
asked one of my children how to spell "Democratic", 
(114) I filled out an application card correctly. 
(113) I do not remember if I had to do anything 


else. (114) 


Experience with the Interpretation Test 


I do not remember whether I had to interpret 
anything, I do not remember if I have ever seen the 


Constitution, (114) 
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